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There are in use today several approved
Roman Catholic versions of the Holy Scriptures,
but the primary one is the Rheims-Douai (com-
monly known as the Douai or Douay). Only
Church-approved versions are used through-
out this book. Unless otherwise stated, Scrip-
ture quotations are taken from the Rheims-
Douai. References within brackets (generally
referring to verses in the book of Psalms) in-
dicate verse locations in other Church-ap-
proved translations.

“For God so [oved the world, as
to give His only begotten Sow; that
whosoever believetz Him, may not
perish, but may have [ife everlast-

" — St. John 316




DEDICATION

TO ALL THOSE WHO LOVE
THE BLESSED VIRGIN
WHO BORE
OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR,

MAY THE BLESSING
OF THE ALMIGHTY
REST ON THOSE
WHO READ THIS BOOK
AND DRAW
COMFORT AND STRENGTH
FROM ITS PAGES.
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THE SONG
OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN

ET AIT MARIJA MAGNIFICAT ANIMA MEA
DOMINUM ET EXUITAVIT SPIRITUS MEUS IN
DEO SALUTARI MEOQUIA RESPEXIT
HUMILITATEM ANCILLAE SUAE ECCE ENIM
EX HOC BEATAMME DICENT OMNES
GENERATIONES QUIA FECIT MIHI MAGNA
QUI POTENS EST ET SANCTUM NOMEN EIUS
ET MISERICORDIA EIUS IN PROGENIES ET
PROGENIES TIMENTIBUS EUM FECIT
POTENTIAM IN BRACHIO SUO DISPERSIT
SUPERBOS MENTE CORDIS SUl DEPOSUIT
POTENTES DE SEDE ET EXAILTAVIT HUMILES
ESURIENTES IMPLEVIT BONIS ET DIVITES
DIMISIT INANES SUSCEPIT ISRAHEL
PUERUM SUUM MEMORARI MISERICORDIAE
SICUT LOCUTUS EST AD PATRES NOSTROS
ABRAHAM ET SEMINI EIUS IN SAECULA
ST. LUKRE 1:46-55
LATIN VULGATE, A.D. 405
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“Behold a Virgin shall be with child, and
bring forth a Son, and they shall call His
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted
is, God with us.”

— St. Matthew 1:23
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“And may my God supply all your want,
according to His riches in glory in Christ
Jesus.”

— Philippians 4:19

“He that spared not even His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how hath He not
also, with Him, freely given us all things?”

— Romans 8:32

“The Lord is good and giveth strength in the
day of trouble: and knoweth them that hope
in Him.”

— Nahum 1:7

“For | am sure that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor
might, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”

— Romans 8:38-39

“Knowing that the trying of your faith worketh
patience . . Blessed is the man that endureth
temptation; for when he hath been proved,
he shall receive the crown of life, which God
hath promised to them that love Him.”

— James 1:3, 12

“My help is from the Lord, who made heaven
and earth . . The Lord is thy keeper, the Lord
is thy protection upon thy right hand.”

— Psalm 119:2, 5
[Psalm 120:2, 5]




THE CHURCH
DIRECTS US
TO SCRIPTURE

The Church directs us to the Holy Scriptures. As
we study it, the Sacred Writingsdirect usto our Lord.
Coming to Him, we praise Him for His marvelous
mercy to the children of men.

“The Church of Jesus Christ, by virtue of her divinely en-
dowed infallibility, vouches for the divine origin of the Sacred
Scriptures, and as such we respectfully, but confidently, submit
them to the public.”

— His Eminence James Cardinal Gibbons,
Preface, p. 2, of the Holy Bible, Douay Version

“To beignorant of the Scripture is not to know Christ.”
— St. Jerome, Isaiam Prologue

“A manwhoiswell grounded in the testimonies of the Scrip-
tureisthe bulwark of the Church.”
— St. Jerome, Isaiam 54:12

“Often read the divine Scriptures; yea, let holy reading be
always in thy hand; study that which thou thyself must preach
.. Let the speech of the priest be ever seasoned with Scripture
reading.”
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— St. Jerome, in Epistle to Nepotian
S. Hier. de vita cleric, ad Nepot

“Those who are zealousin thework of preaching must
never cease the study of the written Word of God.”

— St. Gregory the Great

M. Regul. past. ii. 11 (al. 22)

Moral. xvii. 26 (al. 14)

“For | know the thoughts that | think
towards you, saith the Lord, thoughts of
peace, and not of affliction, to give you an
end and patience.”

— Jeremias 29:11

“He that feareth man shall quickly fall. He
that trusteth in the Lord, shall be set on
high.”

— Proverbs 29:25

“As many as received Him, He gave them
power to be made the sons of God, to
them that believe in His name.”
— St. John 1:12

“The meek shall inherit the land, and shall
delight in abundance of peace .. The
salvation of the just is from the Lord, and
He is their protector in the time of trouble.
And the Lord will help them and deliver
them.”

— Psalm 36:11, 39-40

[Psalm 37:11, 39-40]
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TWO IMPORTANT
ENCYCLICALS

Two important papal encyclicals demand our at-
tention. The first encyclical was written by Pope Leo
X111 (February 20, 1878 - July 20, 1903) in the fif-
teenth year of hisreign. It is a profound document,
full of meaning.

The second was penned by Pope Benedict XV
(September 3, 1914 - January 22, 1922) in the sixth
year of his papacy. This significant document, from
the papal chair, should be viewed with the deepest
interest.

THE ENCYCLICAL OF LEO XIII
PROVIDENTISSIMUS DEUS

In November 1893, Pope Leo XIII penned his most
famous encyclical, entitled Providentissimus Deus. It was
addressed to priests and bishops throughout the world, on
the study of Sacred Scripture by the laity. It included the
following passages.

“1. DOCTRINAL.—Among the reasons for which
the Holy Scripture is so worthy of commendation—in ad-
dition to its own excellence and to the homage which we
owe to God’'s Word—the chief of dl, is the innumerable
benefits of which it is the source; according to the infal-
lible testimony of the Holy Ghost Himself, who says: * All
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Scripture, inspired of God, isprofitableto teach, to reprove,
to correct, to instruct in justice: that the man of God may
be perfect, furnished to every good work’ (2 Timothy 3:16-
17).

“a. Words and Example of Christ. That such was the
purpose of God in giving the Scripturesto men isshown by
the example of Christ our Lord and of His apostles. For
He Himself who ‘ obtained authority by miracles, merited
belief by authority, and by belief drew to Himself the mul-
titude’ was accustomed, in the exercise of Hisdivine mis-
sion, to appeal to Scriptures. He uses them at times to
prove that He is sent by God, and is God Himself. From
them He cites instructions for His disciples and confirma-
tion of His doctrine. He vindicates them from the calum-
nies of objectors; He quotes them against Sadducees and
Pharisees and retorts from them upon Satan himself when
he dares to tempt Him. At the close of Hislife His utter-
ances are from the Holy Scriptures, and it isthe Scriptures
that He expounds to His disciples after His resurrection,
until He ascends to the glory of His Father.”

PopeLeo XIlI inhisencyclica further statesthat Christ
made use of the Scriptures and that He is our example:
“We, therefore, should follow His example by being con-
versant with the Holy Scriptures.”

The pope even granted an indulgence for reading the
Bible: “ ‘Pope Leo XIII grants to the faithful who shall
read for at least a quarter of an hour the books of the
Sacred Scripture with the veneration due to the Divine
Word and as spiritual reading, indulgence of 300 days.” "—
Providentissimus Deus, 645.

THE ENCYCLICAL OF BENEDICT XV
SPIRITUS PARACLITUS

Pope Benedict XV wrote his encyclical, Spiritus
Paraclitus (September 15, 1920), on the importance of
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regular study of Holy Scripture by everyone. These ex-
cerpts are worthy of prayerful consideration by every
Cathalic:

“The Holy Spirit, the Comforter, had bestowed the
Scriptures on the human race for their instruction in Di-
vine things. He also raised up in successive ages saintly
and learned men whose task it should be to develop the
treasure and so provide for the faithful plenteous ‘ conso-
lation afforded by the Scriptures (Romans 15:4). Fore-
most among these teachers stands St. Jerome . . The re-
sponsihility of our Apostolic office impelsusto set before
you his wonderful example and so promote the study of
Holy Scripture in accordance with the teachings of our
predecessors, Leo XI1I and Pius X.

“And none can fail to see what profit and sweet tran-
quillity must result in well-disposed soulsfrom such devout
reading of the Bible. Whoever comes to it in piety, faith
and humility, and with a determination to make progressin
it, will assuredly find therein and will eat the ‘bread that
comes down from heaven’ (St. John 6:50).

“Hence, as far asin us lies, we, Venerable Brethren,
shall, with St. Jerome as our guide, never desist from urg-
ing the faithful to read daily the Gospels, the Acts and the
epistles, so as to gather thence food for their souls . . But
what, in hisview, isthegoal of such study?First, that from
the Bible's pageswelearn spiritua perfection . . Secondly,
it isfrom the Bible that we gather confirmations and illus-
trations of any particular doctrine we wish to defend . .
We confidently hopethat his examplewill fire both clergy
and laity with enthusiasm for the study of the Bible . . So
convinced indeed was Jeromethat familiarity withthe Bible
was the royal road to the knowledge and love of Christ
that he did not hesitate to say: ‘Ignorance of the Bible
means ignorance of Christ’ (Prol. in Comment. in Isa. cf.
Tract. de Ps. 77).

“Jerome still callsto us. Hisvoiceringsout, telling us
of the superexcellence of Holy Scripture, of its integral
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character and historical trustworthiness, telling us, too, of
the pleasant fruits resulting from reading and meditating
uponit.

“Our one desire for all the church’s children is that,
being saturated with the Bible, they may arrive at the all-
surpassing knowledge of Jesus Christ.

“Every professed Christian should accept the instruc-
tion of St. Jerome, who said, ‘ Love the Bible and wisdom
will loveyou; loveit and it will preserveyou; honor it and it
will embrace you; these are the jewels which you should
wear on your breast and in your ears.” "—Spiritus
Paraclitus, 130:20.

“The fear of the Lord is the lesson of
wisdom: and humility goeth before glory.”

— Proverbs 15:33
“l will look towards the Lord, | will wait for
God my Saviour: my God will hear me.”
— Michaes 7:7
“My grace is sufficient for thee: for power
is made perfect in infirmity.”
— 2 Corinthians 12:9

“Esteeming the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasure of the
Egyptians. For he looked unto the
reward.”

— Hebrews 11:26
“If you abide in Me, and My words abide

in you, you shall ask whatever you wiill,
and it shall be done unto you.”

— St. John 15:7
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WHAT THE
HOLY SCRIPTURES
CAN DO FOR YOU

As Leo Xl and Benedict XV clearly established,
the Holy Scriptures are the Inspired Word of Our
Saviour. As we study the Sacred Writings, our Lord
works by His Spirit to change our lives for the bet-
ter.

Did Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, base His teachings
on the Holy Scriptures? Thisisavery important question.
Both the Church and the Scriptures themselves give are-
sounding yes!

Pope Benedict XV, in his encyclical Spiritus
Paraclitus, published these words:

“When Christ preached to the people, whether on the
mount by the lakeside, or in the synagogue at Nazareth, or
in Hisown city of Capernaum, Hetook His pointsand His
arguments from the Bible.”

We find that the record of Sacred Scripture bears this
out.

Thebasisof al religiousauthority isfound inthe Holy
Scriptures.

Hereiswhy the Holy Scriptures are so important and

All Scripture quotations in this chapter are from the
Rheims-Douai.
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what they can do for you:

The Holy Scriptures are God’s Inspired Word. They
were given to us by the Holy Spirit.
“For prophecy came not by the will of man at any
time: but the holy men of God spoke, inspired by the
Holy Ghost.”—2 St. Peter 1:21.

By studying and obeying the Sacred Scriptures, God
can help you in ways which nothing and no one else can.
“Thy Word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my
paths.”—Psalm 118:105.

“All Scripture, inspired of God, is profitableto teach,
to reprove, to correct, to instruct in justice. That the
man of God may be perfect, furnished to every good
work.”—2 Timothy 3:16-17.

“For what things soever were written, were writ-
ten for our learning: that through patience and the com-
fort of the Scriptures, we might have hope.”—Romans
15:4.

“Sanctify them in truth. Thy word is truth.”—St.
John 17:17.

“And because from thy infancy thou hast known
the Holy Scriptures, which can instruct thee to salva-
tion, by the faith which is in Christ Jesus.”"—2 Timo-
thy 3:15.

Jesus taught the importance of Scripture study.
“Search the Scriptures, for you think in them to
have life everlasting; and the same are they that give
testimony of Me.”—St. John 5:39.

“Now these were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, who received the Word with all ea-
gerness, daily searching the Scriptures, whether
these things were so.”—Acts 17:11.

“Blessed is he, that readeth and heareth the words
of this prophecy; and keepeth those things which are
written in it; for the timeis at hand.”—The Apocalypse
1:3.
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“And Jesus answering, said to them: You err, not
knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God.”—St.
Matthew 22:29.

“And He [Christ] said to them: These are the words
which | spoke to you, while | was yet with you, that
all things must needs be fulfilled, which are written in
the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the
psalms, concerning Me.”—St. Luke 24:44.

“And beginning at Moses and al the prophets, He
expounded to them in all the Scriptures, the things that
were concerning Him.”—St. Luke 24:27.

We must test everything by Scripture. If any teaching,
theory, or doctrineisnot found init, we cannot accept it as
Scriptural.

“l have not departed from the commandments of
His lips, and the words of His mouth | have hid in my
bosom.”—Job 23:12.

“To the law rather, and to the testimony. And if they
speak not according to this Word, they shall not have
the morning light.”—Isaias 8:20.

The Inspired Word of God will never lose its impor-
tance or itsauthority in our lives.

“The grass is withered, and the flower is fallen: but
the Word of our Lord endureth for ever.”—Isaias 40:8.

“Heaven and earth shall pass, but My words shall
not pass.”—St. Matthew 24:35.

The Sacred Scriptures can help you clean your life
and livein harmony with the will of God.

“Being born again not of corruptible seed, but in-
corruptible, by the Word of God who liveth and
remaineth for ever.”—1 St. Peter 1:23.

“By what doth a young man correct his way? by
observing Thy words.”—Psalm 118:9.

“Thy words have | hidden in my heart, that | may
not sin against Thee.”—Psalm 118:11.

“For the Word of God is living and effectual, and
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more piercing than any two edged sword; and reach-
ing unto the division of the soul and the spirit, of the
joints also and the marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.”—Hebrews 4:12.

“If then any be in Christ a new creature, the old
things are passed away, behold all things are made
new.”—2 Corinthians 5:17.

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Amen, amen |
say unto thee, unless a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God.”—St. John 3:3.

“The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is
mighty, He will save: He will rejoice over
thee with gladness, He will be silent in His
love, He will joy over thee in praise.”

— Sophonias 3:17
“If any one love Me, he will keep My word,
and My Father will love him, and We wiill

come to him, and make Our abode with
Him.”

— St. John 14:23
“Behold My servants shall rejoice . . My

servants shall praise for joyfulness of
heart.”

— Isaias 65:14
“Blessed are they that wash their robes in
the blood of the Lamb: that they may

have right to the tree of life, and may
enter in by the gates into the city.”

— The Apocalypse 22:14
“Our help is in the name of the Lord.”
— Psalm 123:8[124:8]
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THE RHEIMS-DOUAI
AND THE VULGATE

All Scripture passages quoted in this book have
received the Nihil obstat and Imprimatur. Most are
from the Rheims-Douai Version (also known as the
Douai and Douay). Thisisthe standard Catholic trans-
lation, in English, of the L atin Vulgate. Referenceswithin
brackets refer to verse locationsin other trandations. (All
other Scripture quotationsin this book are cited, and
arefrom other Church-approved Scriptureversions.)

Here is additional information on the Rheims-Douai
and its origins:

The Rheims-Douai Bible: In 1568, several Catholics
left England and established an English-language collegein
Douai, in Flanders, France. This city was the seat of a
university founded by Philip Il of Spainin 1562, and wasan
important center of English Roman Catholicism.

Thefounder of thisEnglish college, WilliamAllen, was
an Oxford graduate and a canon under Queen Mary. He
conceived the idea of producing an English translation of
the Scripturesfor English Roman Catholics. Gregory Mar-
tin, another Oxford graduate, headed the translation team.

During the progress of the work, political problems
compelled theremoval of the collegefrom Douai to Rheims
in 1578. By 1582 the entire work of trandation had been
completed and the New Testament section was published.
In 1593 the college was compelled by political turmoil to
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return to Douai where the Old Testament was printed in
1609-1610.

For thisreason, scholarsrefer to thistrandation as the
Rheims-Douai Bible, but generally the Douai Bible. (It is
often called the Douay Bible today.)

This Douai Version was translated from St. Jerome’s
Vulgate. This version became the official English Bible of
the Roman Catholic Church.

The revision of Bishop Challoner in the middle of the
eighteenth century, along with later minor changes while
adapting it to the needs of its modern readers, have not
fundamentally affected its character.

In spite of the later introduction of other Church-ap-
proved English Bibles, because of its qualities and the au-
thority of ecclesiastical superiors, the Douai continues to
maintain its position asthe Bible of English-speaking Catho-
licsthe world over.

The Douai hasthe approbation of His Eminence James
Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltimore. For this rea
son, itisthe only Bible quoted inthe book you havein hand
(with one or two exceptions, which are quoted from other
Church-approved versions).

It should be remembered that, in the Rheims-Doual,
some Old Testament passages, when quoted in the New
Testament, have been placed in Italics.

The Rheims-Douai was translated from the Latin
Vulgate. Here is the story behind that translation:

The Latin Vulgate: St. Jerome (c. 345-c. 419) was
born near Aquileia, ontheAdriatic Sea’snorthernmost point,
about the year A.D. 345. Jerome spent his youth obtaining
a broad education in Rome. In 375, St. Jerome became
concerned about his soul, and began a period of intense
study of the Bible. To do this required learning Hebrew
and Greek, the languages in which the Bible was written.

In 377, St. Jeromewas ordained to the priesthood; and,
in 385, he became personal secretary to Pope Damasus.
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Throughout this time, St. Jerome continued his deep per-
sonal study of the Bible. From 382 to 385, while he was
gtill with Pope Damasus, St. Jerome translated the New
Testament from the Greek into Latin.

In 386, after the death of Pope Damasus, St. Jerome
moved to Bethlehem, where he spent the last years of his
life. From 390 to 405, he completed his final revisions of
the New Testament and translated the Old Testament from
the Hebrew to the Latin. He died about the year 419.

St. Jerome had produced what became known as the
Vulgate. It was later declared to bethe official Latin Bible
of the Roman Catholic Church.

“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
hath it entered into the heart of man, what
things God hath prepared for them that
love HM.”

—1 Corinthians 2:9
“Hearken to My voice, and | will be your
God, and you shall be My people: and
walk ye in all the way that | have

commanded you, that it may be well with
you.”

— Jeremias 7:23

“He became to all that obey Him, the
cause of eternal salvation.”

— Hebrews 5:9
“Who keepeth mercy unto thousands, who

taketh away iniquity, and wickedness, and
sin.”

— Exodus 34:7
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- PART ONE -

THE MAGNIFICAT

THE SONG
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN
AS GIVEN IN
THE SACRED SCRIPTURES
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THE MAGNIFICAT

INTRODUCTION
THE VIRGIN'S DEEPEST THOUGHTS

“And Mary said: My soul doth magnify the Lord.” —
St. Luke 1:46.

The song of the Blessed Virgin Mary is considered
one of themost sublime hymnsin all sacred literature. Itis
alyric of exquisite beauty worthy of the Virgin.

It isnot only pervaded by a spirit of humble adoration
and thankfulness, but it glorifies the power, holiness, and
mercy of God.

Thiswonderful song has, for centuries, been called the
Magnificat. This is because “Magnificat” (magnifies) is
the first word of this canticle, in the Latin Vulgate, which
was trandated in the early fifth century and became the
official Latin text of the Bible. From that time down to the
present, the song of the Virgin Mary has been called the
Magnificat.

The well-recognized and very scholarly one-volume
Catholic Encyclopedia explains the background of this
glorious song:

“Magnificat—This title has been given to the can-
ticle spoken by the Blessed Mother on the occasion of

All Scripture passages quoted in this chapter have received
the Nihil obstat and Imprimatur. When not otherwise stated,
quotationsarefrom the Rheims-Douai. (Referenceswithin brack-
etsrefer to verse locations in other translations.)
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her visit to her cousin, Elizabeth, as recorded in St.
Luke 1:46-55. The Magnificat is an expression of genu-
ine humility, which is drawn largely from Old Testa-
ment thought, especially the Psalms (Psalms 22:8; 30:8;
33:4; 70:18). It acknowledges the goodness of God,
that God is her Savior, and that God is to be served.
The title comes from the first word of the Latin ver-
sion.”—The Catholic Encyclopedia, 1986 edition, p.
367.

The gift of inspiration seemsto fall upon the Virgin as
she speaks forth in calm and magjestic strains. It expresses
her personal emotion and experience as she meditates upon
the message of the angel Gabriel.

The ideas and words reflect what inspired Bible writ-
ers have said, both before and after she uttered that sub-
lime song.

As one would gaze into a pool of clearest water, with
its myriad hues of blue and green, mingled with shimmer-
ing light, so, in this book, we shall penetrate the depths of

“Thou wilt keep peace: peace because we have
hoped in Thee. You have hoped in the Lord for
evermore, in the Lord God mighty for ever.”

— Isaias 26:3-4

“The joy of the Lord is our strength.”
— Nehemias 8:10
“In God | will praise my words, in God | have put
my trust: | will not fear what flesh can do against
me.”
— Psalm 55:5 [Psalm 56:4]

“Many are the afflictions of the just; but out of
them all will the Lord deliver them.”

— Psalm 33:20 [Psalm 34:19]
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thiswondrous song. It isastudy from which you, thereader,
will draw renewed courage.

How thankful we can be for thiswonderful song, from
which we derive so much strength. Thisis because, as we
study it, the song of the Virgin isasong of the Holy Scrip-
tures. It carries us from one sweet theme of the Bible to
another.

Let us, together, consider this sweetest of hymns. This
is the story of the inmost thoughts of the Blessed Virgin:
Thisisthe Magnificat.

CHAPTER ONE
THE HANDMAID OF THE LORD

“When the fulness of the time was come, God sent
His Son, made of a woman.”—Galatians 4:4.

Mary was important in the sending of our Saviour to
us. The God of heaven|ooked down and saw that shewould
provefaithful to the calling which Hewas about to bring to
her.

“In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from
God into a city of Galilee, called Nazareth, to a virgin
espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.”—
St. Luke 1:26-27.

She was just a young girl, in her late teens or early
twenties. As she was growing into adulthood, few in her
village of Nazareth would have thought that anything out
of the ordinary might ever happen to the maiden.

Yet theyoung girl had aprofound dedication to thewill
of God. Thiswasunusual in her time. Sheloved and obeyed
God’'s Word—the Holy Scriptures,—and she sought in ev-
ery little way to be helpful to those around her.

Do you and | redlize that, as we study God's Word
today and seek to be obedient to what we find therein, that
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someday we too might be used by God to bring a greater
blessing to others?

That iswhat Mary did, and that is why she became so
Blessed. She was, indeed, blessed of God, because she
sought to comfort and help all who came in contact with
her.

One day asyoung Mary was working about the house,
an angel came to see her. It was an important angel from
the heavenly courts, and he came with an important mes-

sage.

“And the angel being come in, said unto her: Hail,
full of grace, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou
among women.”—St. Luke 1:28.

Mary had received of the grace of God; and, as we
read her song, we can better understand why she was so

“If any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the just . . He is the
propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world . . | write unto
you, little children, because your sins are
forgiven you, for His name’s sake.”

—1 St. John 2:1-2, 12

“As the Father hath loved Me, | also have | loved
you. Abide in My love.”

— St. John 15:9

“Blessed be the man that trusteth in the Lord,
and the Lord shall be his confidence. And he
shall be as a tree that is planted by the waters,
that spreadeth out her roots toward moisture:
and it shall not fear when heat cometh. And the
leaf thereof shall be green; and in the time of
drought it shall not be solicitous, neither shall it
cease at any time to bring forth fruit.”

— Jeremias 17:7-8
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blessed.

It was by the enabling grace of God that the young girl
was abletolive such acleanlife. Mary loved God and was
adaily recipient of His grace.

“Behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
shalt bring forth a Son; and thou shalt call His
name Jesus.”—St. Luke 1:31.

The Virgin was astounded. Yet there was more to the
message:

“He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the
most High; and the Lord God shall give unto Him the
throne of David His father; and He shall reign in the
house of Jacob forever.”—St. Luke 1:32.

To Mary was to be born the Saviour of the world! An
astonishing message! Why was Mary selected? The rea
son is given in verse 38: She was one who was fully sur-
rendered to the will of God and totally willing to obey His
Word.

“And Mary said: Behold the handmaid of the Lord;
be it done to me according to Thy word.”—St. Luke
1:38.

Gabriel had brought her the Word of God, and she
bowed willingly in submissionto it. God can only usethose
who are willing to obey His Word, as given in the Sacred
Scriptures.

For Mary, God’'s Word was found in those Scriptures;
and, because she readily obeyed them, she was called to a
specia work for God.

So it may be with ustoday. For years, Mary had been
in the habit of obeying God's Written Word; that was why
she was selected for a specia task.

As the angel Gabriel was concluding his astounding
announcement, he mentioned that Mary’s cousin, Elizabeth
the wife of Zachary (also called Zacharias), was also to
have achild.

“And behold thy cousin Elizabeth, she aso hath con-
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ceived a son in her old age; and this is the sixth month
with her that is called barren.”—St. Luke 1:36.

The following verses of Sacred Scripture tell us that
Mary then journeyed south to the home of her cousin.

“And she entered into the house of Zachary, and
saluted Elizabeth.”—St. Luke 1:40.

Oh, how happy the two women were to see one an-
other! But further evidence was immediately given that
Mary had the Christ Child within her.

“And it came to pass, that when Elizabeth heard the
salutation of Mary, the infant leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost.”—St. Luke
1:41.

AsMary contemplated these things, and especially the
words of Gabriel, the spirit of Inspiration came upon her,
and she lifted up her voice in holy words of praise.

“Then Moses and the children of Israel sung this
canticle [song] to the Lord: and said: Let us sing
to the Lord: for He is gloriously magnified.”

— Exodus 15:1

“And they sung as it were a new canticle, before
the throne . . These follow the Lamb
withersoever He goeth.”

—The Apocalypse 14:3-4
“And singing the canticle of Moses, the servant
of God, and the canticle of the Lamb, saying:
Great and wonderful are Thy works, O Lord God

Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, O King of
ages.”

— The Apocalypse 15:3

“For in Him our heart shall rejoice: and in His
holy name we have trusted.”

— Psalm 32:21 [Psalm 33:21]
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That glorious song has come down through the ages,
and cheered thousands who have sought acloser walk with
God. It will encourage ustoday, aswe study morefully into
the message the Virgin Mary had for us.

How thankful we can be for the Holy Scriptures, for
they provide us with perfectly true and accurate state-
ments—which we can always rely upon.

CHAPTER TWO
MAGNIFYING THE LORD
ST. LUKE 1:46

The Song of Mary reveals many things: Why she was
chosen, who Christ is, what His work is, and how we can
receive what He has for us! There are many noble truths
revealed in that glorious canticle. In her song, we find that
Mary explains major teachings of the Bible.

“And Mary said: My soul doth magnify the Lord.” —
St. Luke 1:46.

Mary was selected because her whole life magnified
theLord! Sheloved God with al her heart, and fully yielded
toHiswill.

Think not that God casually chose her out of the crowd
at random. Before He sent His angel to her with a special
work, she was aready dedicated to Him.

Oh, that each one of uswill be as dedicated as Mary.

In this song, the soul of Mary is magnifying the Lord.
We have here the very words of Mary! Profound are the
truths to be found within them.

“My soul doth magnify the Lord.”—St. Luke 1:46.

ItisMary that ismagnifyingthe Lord. Mary’s"soul” is
part of her. A “soul” is not something separate from the
body which floats in space. It is part of us. It is our feel-
ings, our inner being; it is each one of us.
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The word, “soul,” comes from a Greek word, psuche
(as in psychology), and denotes the inner feeling, part of
the entire being.

Especially intheselast days, we must beware of those
who would teach strange theories which are not found in
the Word of God. Her soul was not something apart from
Mary that was praising God; it was her heart and very
being. It was her.

“Now the Spirit manifestly saith, that in thelast times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to spirits
of error, and doctrines of devils, speaking lies in hy-
pocrisy, and having their conscience seared.”—1 Timo-
thy 4:1-2.

While Mary was magnifying the Lord, most peoplein
her timewere magnifying themselves. Thisisthe condition
of many in our society today. We must beware of the un-
godly.

“Traitors, stubborn, puffed up, and lovers of plea
sures more than of God. Having an appearance indeed

“The Lord will redeem the souls of His servants:
and none of them that trust in Him shall offend.”

— Psalm 33:23 [Psalm 34:22]

“And they shall know that | the Lord their God
am with them.”

— Ezechiel 34:30
“We are saved by hope.”
— Romans 8:24

“Search the Scriptures, for you think in them to
have life everlasting; and the same are they that
testify of Me.”

— St. John 5:39
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of godliness, but denying the power thereof. Now these
avoid.”—2 Timothy 3:4-5.

Instead of magnifying the Lord, all too many are busy
seeking to be puffed up. Oh, how many lives are lost by
exalting self!

But blessed Mary chose the right way: She magnified
the Lord! And that is why she was so blessed.

Later, in her song, Mary made this comment:

“He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and
hath exalted the humble.”—St. Luke 1:52.

Through all history, God has pulled down the mighty
and exalted the humble. Back inthe beginning, Lucifer was
a leading angel in heaven, but he became conceited and
opposed God. He wanted to exalt himself, so he was cast
out of heaven.

“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, who
didst rise in the morning? How art thou fallen to the
earth, that didst wound the nations?

“And thou saidst in thy heart: | will ascend into
heaven, | will exalt my throne above the stars of God,
| will sit in the mountain of the covenant, in the sides of
the north.

“1 will ascend above the height of the clouds, | will
be like the most High.”—Isaias 14:12-14.

Just as Mary said, it isthe arrogant who trust in them-
selves and oppose the godly who are cast down—for the
Scriptures declare of Lucifer who sinned in heaven, “But
yet thou shalt be brought down” (Isaias 14:15).

Lucifer got many angelson hisside, and he defied God.
Ultimately there was a great war.

“And therewas a great battle in heaven, Michael and
hisangelsfought with the dragon, and the dragon fought
and hisangels. And they prevailed not, neither wastheir
place found any more in heaven.

“And that great dragon was cast out, that old ser-
pent, who is called the devil and Satan, who seduceth
the whole world; and he was cast unto the earth, and
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his angels were thrown down with him.”—The Apoca-
lypse 12:7-9.
The Scriptures tell us that the angels that sinned were
cast down, “to be reserved unto judgment” (2 St. Peter 2:4).

If the angels sinned, what is sin?

“Whosoever committeth sin committeth also inig-
uity; and sin isiniquity.”—1 St. John 3:4.

Sin is the transgression of the law. “Iniquity” comes
from the Latin, iniquitum, which means a violation of eg-
uity; that is, aviolation of justice and right rules.

Another translation which has received the imprima-
tur of the Church, says it this way:

“Every one who commits sin is guilty of lawless-
ness; sin is lawlessness.”—1 John 3:4, RSV.

St. Paul said that where thereisno law, thereisno sin.
Thisisbecauseitisby thelaw that weidentify sin for what
itis.

“l do not know sin, but by the law; for | had not

“My heart is ready, O God, my heart is ready: |
will sing, and rehearse a psalm.”

— Psalm 56:8 [Psalm 57:7]
“Thou art my God, and | will praise Thee: Thou
art my God, and | will exalt Thee.”
— Psalm 117:28 [Psalm 118:28]
“Behold, God is my Saviour, | will deal
confidently, and will not fear: because the Lord

is my strength, and my praise, and He is
become my salvation.”

— Ilsaias 12:2

“O praise ye the Lord, for He is good: for His
mercy endureth forever.”

— Psalm 117:29 [Psalm 118:29]
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known concupiscence, if the law did not say, Thou
shalt not covet.”—Romans 7:7.
Indeed, where there is no law, there is no transgres-
son.
“For the law worketh wrath. For where there is no
law, neither is there transgression.”—Romans 4:15.
Therefore, if the angelsin heaven sinned,—there had
to be an eternal law in heaven that they sinned against.
So there is an everlasting law which cannot be abolished
nor destroyed.
“All His commandments are faithful: confirmed for
ever and ever, madein truth and equity.”—Psalm 110:8.

The evil angels were expelled from heaven because
they disobeyed God's holy law. We today cannot trans-
gress even part of that law, or we shall suffer for having
done so.

“And whosoever shall keep the whole law, but of-
fend in one point, is become guilty of all.

“For He that said, Thou shalt not commit adultery,
said also, Thou shalt not kill. Now if thou do not com-
mit adultery, but shalt kill, thou art become a transgres-
sor of the law.”—St. James 2:11.

So, when we break one of the Ten Commandments,
we have broken all of them. The Decalogue is a written
statement of what God islike. Those who are godly livein
obediencetothislaw. Trusting in Jesus, they are given grace
to render that obedience.

How terriblewould life be, if wedid not have our Sav-
iour! Only Jesus can empower us to obey the Word of
God.

Jesus, Himsdlf, emphasi zed theimportance of theclean,
pure way of life which He offers us—which we can have
as, by faith in His enabling grace, we obey His Ten Com-
mandment law.

“Do not think that | am come to destroy the law, or
the prophets. | am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
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For amen | say unto you, till heaven and earth pass,
onejot, or one tittle shall not pass of the law, till al be
fulfilled.

“Hetherefore that shall break one of these least com-
mandments, and shall so teach men, shall be called the
least in the kingdom of heaven. But he that shall do and
teach, he shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven.”—St. Matthew 5:17-19.

How thankful we can be that God’s holy law is un-
changeable and eternal! It will never change—never. Be-
cause God and His law are unchangeable, all His crea
tureswho are saved will livein holy obedienceto Hisprin-
ciplesthroughout al eternity.

What are the Ten Commandments? They are found in
Exodus 20:3-17. Here they are:
The First Commandment—"Thou shalt not have
strange gods before Me.”—Exodus 20:3.
The Second Commandment—*“Thou shalt not make
to thyself a graven thing, nor the likeness of any thing
that is in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, nor of

“Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord: he
shall delight exceedingly in His
commandments.”

— Psalm 111:1 [Psalm 112:1]
“Much peace have they that love Thy law, and
to them there is no stumbling block.”
— Psalm 118:165 [Psalm 119:165]
“God is not ashamed to be called their God; for
He hath prepared for them a city.”
— Hebrews 11:16

“By what doth a young man correct his way? by
observing Thy words.”

— Psalm 118:9 [Psalm 119:9]
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those things that are in the waters under the earth.

“Thou shalt not adore them, nor serve them: | am
the Lord thy God, mighty, jealous, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children, unto the third and
fourth generation of them that hate Me: And shewing
mercy unto thousands to them that love Me, and keep
My commandments.”—Exodus 20:4.

The Third Commandment—"Thou shalt not take the
name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord will not
hold him guiltless that shall take the name of the Lord
his God in vain.”—Exodus 20:7.

The Fourth Commandment—*Remember that thou
keep holy the Sabbath day. Six days shalt thou labour,
and shalt do all thy works.

“But on the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God. Thou shalt do no work on it, thou nor thy
son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy
maidservant, nor thy beast, nor the stranger that is
within thy gates.

“For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
and the sea, and all things that are in them, and rested
on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the sev-
enth day, and sanctified it.”—Exodus 20:8-11.

The Fifth Commandment—"Honour thy father and
thy mother, that thou mayest be long lived upon the
land which the Lord thy God will give thee.”—Exodus
20:12.

The Sixth Commandment—"Thou shalt not kill.”—
Exodus 20:13.

The Seventh Commandment—*Thou shalt not com-
mit adultery.”—Exodus 20:14.

The Eighth Commandment—"“Thou shalt not
steal.”—Exodus 20:15.

The Ninth Commandment—"Thou shalt not bear
false witness against thy neighbor.”—Exodus 20:16.

The Tenth Commandment—"“Thou shalt not covet
thy neighbour’shouse: neither shalt thou desire hiswife,
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nor his servant, nor his handmaid, nor his ox, nor his
ass, nor any thing that is his.”—Exodus 20:17.

The Apocalypse 12 not only tells us how Satan was
cast out of heaven, but alsotellsof hiseffortsto slay Christ.
That chapter revealsthat Satan tried to destroy God’sfaith-
ful peoplein the centuries that followed.

According to verse 9, the “dragon” in this chapter is
Satan and the organization he worksthrough to accomplish
his purpose. The pure “woman” is a symbol of the true
church (2 Cor 11:2). The “child” of the woman is Christ.
Here is the passage:

“And a great sign appeared in heaven: A woman
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and
on her head a crown of twelve stars. And being with
child, she cried travailing in birth, and wasin pain to be
delivered.

“And there was seen another sign in heaven: and
behold a great red dragon, having seven heads, and ten
horns: and on his heads seven diadems.

“And histail drew thethird part of the stars of heaven,

“l Know the thoughts that | think towards you,
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of
affliction, to give you an end and patience.”

— Jeremias 29:11

“The Lord is good to them that hope in Him, to
the soul that seeketh Him.”

— Lamentations 3:25

“Say to the just man that it is well, for he shall
eat the fruit of his doings.”

— Isaias 3:10

“The Lord is my helper: | will not fear what man
shall do to me.”

— Hebrews 13:6
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and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood be-
fore the woman who was ready to be delivered; that,
when she should be delivered, he might devour her
Son.

“And she brought forth a man Child, who was to
rule al nations with an iron rod: and her Son was taken
up to God, and to His throne.

“And the woman fled into the wilderness, where
she had a place prepared by God.”—The Apocalypse
12:1-6.

All through the ages—and even down at the end of
time—Satan has continued his efforts to slay God's faith-
ful people!

“And the dragon was angry against the woman: and
went to make war with the rest of her seed, who keep
the commandments of God, and have the testimony of
Jesus Christ.”—The Apocalypse 12:17.

This Bible passage identifies the faithful sons and
daughters of God in the last days. The unique characteris-
tic of God's people at the end of time is that they keep the
commandments of God. That is something you and | want
to do, isit not? By faith in the empowering grace of Jesus
Christ, we can do it!

Did you know that, down at the end of time—and just
two verses before the second coming of Christ—we are
given another description of what God's faithful oneswill
belike?

“Here is the patience of the saints, who keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”—The
Apocalypse 14:12.

Surely, wewant to be among those peoplewho, through
the faith of Jesus, obey the commandments of God. Trust
Him, Oh, my friend, trust Him! He can guide you al along
life'sjourney!

Through the enabling strength of Christ’s grace, you
can withstand the temptations of the devil, and liveaclean,
purelife.



38 THE MAGNIFICAT

CHAPTER THREE
REJOICING IN HER SAVIOUR
ST. LUKE 1:4T

“And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.”—
St. Luke 1:47.

Mary’s Saviour was God. It is clear that she looked to
no other. The sweet Virgin knew that she could not save
herself. All shehad was God; and in giving her all to Him—
she had become a person whom He could use for a special
work.

“Let them rejoice and be glad, who are well
pleased with My justice, and let them say
always: The Lord be magnified, who delights in
the peace of His servant. And my tongue shall
meditate Thy justice, Thy praise all the day
long.”

— Psalm 34:27-28 [Psalm 35:27-28]

“If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him.”
— 2 Timothy 2:12

“Wherefore having the loins of your mind girt
up, being sober, trust perfectly in the grace
which is offered you in the revelation of Jesus
Christ.”

— 1 St. Peter 1:13
“Go out from among them, and be ye separate,

saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing:
and | will receive you.”

— 2 Corinthians 6:17-18 [2 Corinthians 6:17]
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Think not that God cannot use you also! The God of
heaven loves you with the deepest love; and He will work
through you to help and bless others, to whatever degree
you let Him.

Mary tells us that she needed a Saviour! There is a
deep truth here. The Bible teaches that all have sinned and
come short of the glory of God.

“For al have sinned, and do need theglory of God.”—
Romans 3:23.
A wonderful chapter, | saias 53, echoesthe samewords.
“All we like sheep have gone astray, every one hath
turned aside into his own way: and the Lord hath laid
on Him the iniquity of us all.”—Isaias 53:6.

This has been the story of al Adam’s children. We
have all gone our own way. Because of this, each one of
us needs a Saviour. Only those who have never sinned
never need a Saviour.

Sowhen Mary, by the Inspiration of God, says, “Godis
my Saviour,” it means a lot. She recognizes that she also
has sinned and is dependent on the saving grace of Christ.

How thankful we can be that we have a Saviour to
whom we can go! What if we had no Saviour? How ter-
riblewould be our lot!

Mary knew who her Saviour was. For the angel had
explained it. Jesus Christ isthe only Saviour.

“And she shall bring forth a Son: and thou shalt call
His name Jesus. For He shall save His people from
their sins.”—St. Matthew 1:21.

How does Christ save us? He does it by His grace.
And what is grace? It is both forgiveness for sins and en-
abling strength to obey God's holy law.

“For by grace you are saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves, for it isthe gift of God.”—Ephesians
2:8.

Graceismorethan love and forgiveness, itisalso help
and power to obey.
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“And He said to me: My grace is sufficient for thee:
for power is made perfect in infirmity.”—2 Corinthians
12:9.

“Be strong in the grace which isin Christ Jesus.”—

2 Timothy 2:1.

Graceispower to live avirtuouslife.

Many today say that grace is a blank check to follow
their own gratification. But thisis not true. Grace is help
through the merits of Christ to help us stop sinning—not to
help uskeep doing it.

“What shall we say, then? shall we continue in sin,
that grace may about? God forbid. For we that are
dead to sin, how shall we live any longer therein?' —
Romans 6:1-2.

If wewant to follow Mary’s example, we must trust in
the grace of God to help us obey His Ten Commandment
law.

“I will give them a heart to know Me, that | am
the Lord: and they shall be My people, and | will
be their God: because they shall return to Me
with their whole heart.”

— Jeremias 24:7
“Blessed is he that understandeth concerning

the needy and the poor: the Lord will deliver
him in the evil day.”

— Psalm 40:2 [Psalm 41:1]

“They cried to the Lord in their affliction: and
He delivered them out of their distresses.”

— Psalm 106:19 [Psalm 107:19]
“This is God, our God unto eternity, and for ever
and ever: He shall rule us for evermore.”
— Psalm 47:15 [Psalm 48:14]
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Thank God every day for His grace!

“Not because we first loved Him did Christ love us;
but ‘while we were yet sinners’ He died for us. He
does not treat us according to our desert. Although our
sins have merited condemnation, He does not condemn
us. Year after year He has borne with our weakness
and ignorance, with our ingratitude and waywardness.
Notwithstanding our wanderings, our hardness of heart,
our neglect of His Holy Word, His hand is stretched out
still.

“Grace is an attribute of God exercised toward un-
deserving human beings. We did not seek for it, but it
was sent in search of us. God rejoices to bestow His
grace upon us, not because we are worthy, but be-
cause we are so utterly unworthy. Our only claim to
His mercy is our great need.”—Ministry of Healing,
161.

Jesus is our Saviour. But what does He save us from?
He saves us from sin.

“And she shall bring forth a Son: and thou shalt call
His name Jesus. For He shall save His people from
their sins.”—St. Matthew 1:21.

St. Paul said that we cannot know what sin is, except
by the law.

“1 do not know sin, but by the law; for | had not
known concupiscence, if the law did not say, Thou
shalt not covet.”—Romans 7:7.

Mary issaying, “Jesusismy Saviour.” Blessed Mary!
Sheis blessed who hath done so much for us, by bearing
the Messiah! And we can be blessed too. All of us have
sinned and come short; but, in the strength of Christ our
Saviour, we can be empowered to live clean, godly lives.

And it is done by His grace. His grace is His empow-
ering strength, which He freely offers us.

God islove—and in love He offers us so much help!
Just so much! All that we need.

So we seethat it is grace which enables usto obey His
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will, which is Hislaw. Thisis because the Ten Command-
ments are a reflection of all that God is and stands for.
When weread the Ten Commandments, we read what God
islike, Hischaracter.

Yet is there not anyone else to whom we can turn for
salvation? No, there is not one. The Sacred Scriptures tell
us that there is no one else who can save us from our sins.

“Neither is there salvation in any other. For there is
no other name under heaven, given to men, whereby
we must be saved.”—Acts 4:12.

“No other name.” And what is that name?

“Be it known to you all, and to all the people of
Israel, that by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God hath raised
from the dead,—even by Him this man standeth here
before you whole.”—Acts 4:10.

“Now to Him who is able to preserve you
without sin, and to present you spotless before
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.”

— Jude 24
“All thy children shall be taught of the Lord: and
great shall be the peace of thy children.”
— Isaias 54:13
“You shall walk in the way that the Lord your
God hath commanded, that you may live, and it

may be well with you, and your days may be
long in the land of your possession.”

— Deuteronomy 5:33
“For according to the height of the heaven

above the earth: He hath strengthened His
mercy towards them that fear [reverence] Him.”

— Psalm 102:11 [Psalm 103:11]
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The Scriptures do not support the idea that any human
being can be a co-redemptor. Salvation is only in Jesus
Christ. That iswhat the Bible teaches.

“For there is one God, and one Mediator of God and
men, the man Christ Jesus.”—1 Timothy 2:5.

Only God can redeem us. And those whom He re-
deems are those who have sinned, but who, in humility of
soul, have confessed that He is their Saviour. Mary did
this.

“And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.” —
St. Luke 1:47.

The Redemptor is Jesus. He is Mary’s Redemptor;
Heisours. Christ isthe only Redemptor anyone can have!

“Neither is there salvation in any other. For thereis
no other name under heaven, given to men, whereby
we must be saved.”—Acts 4:12.

Everyone needs a Saviour; and, by her own statement,
Mary herself needed a Saviour!

“And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.” —
St. Luke 1:47.

Look to Jesus! Jesus Christ is the only pathway to
heaven for any human being.

“Jesus saith to him: | am the way, and the truth, and
the life. No man cometh to the Father, but by Me."—
St. John 14:6.

That verse does not say “by us,” but “by Me.” Only
through Christ can we have forgiving and enabling grace.
Only through Him can we be saved.

CHAPTER FOUR
BLESSED ART THOU
ST. LUKE 1:48-49

Continuing on with the wonderful song of Mary, we
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next read this passsage:

“Because He hath regarded the humility of His hand-
maid; for behold from henceforth all generations shall
call me blessed.”—St. Luke 1:48.

Mary was asweet child of God who loved Him deeply.
She recognized that she was a humble servant. It is only
the humble, those who take alowly place before God, that
He can use in His work.

Her attitude was clearly shown in her words when she
first received the message of the Incarnation:

“And Mary said: Behold the handmaid of the Lord;
be it done to me according to Thy word.”—St. Luke
1:38.

It isdifficult for us today to realize the great sacrifice
that Mary made in her decision to submit to the Word of
God.

“His mercy is from generation unto generations,
to them that fear Him.”

— St. Luke 1:50

“The needy and the poor seek for waters, and
there is none: their tongue hath been dry with
thirst. | the Lord will hear them, | the God of
Israel will not forsake them.”

— Isaias 41:17

“It is good to give praise to the Lord: and to sing
to Thy name, O Most High. To shew forth Thy
mercy in the morning, and Thy truth in the
night.”

— Psalm 91:2-3 [Psalm 92:1-2]
“Blessed is the man who hath not walked in the

counsel of the ungodly, nor stood in the way of
sinners.”

— Psalm 1:1
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Shewas poor, asingle parent. Today peoplewould say
she should abort her baby! In obeying the Word of God,
Mary knew that, for the rest of her life, she would face the
stigmaof an unusual birth. Those were timeswhen women
were stoned for having children out of wedlock.

But Mary waswilling to pay aprice, the highest price,
if it would please God. Althoughto all about her, thiswould
be viewed as a betrayal to her betrothed, yet Mary re-
mained firm to her commitment.

Shewould obey theWord of God. And shewas blessed
for it. Greatly blessed.

You will recall her submissive words when the task
was presented to her:

“Be it done to me according to Thy word.”—St.
Luke 1:38.

Thiswas what made Mary great! Thisiswhy the God
of heaven could use her to bear the promised Messiah!
She had total submission to the revealed will of God. She
would obey, regardless of the cost.

Our Saviour speaks to us today through the pages of
Holy Writ. To you and metoday, thewill of Godisfoundin
the Scriptures. To the degree that we are as submissive as
Mary to the Word of God, we shall, like her, receive a
blessing.

In her song, Mary aso spoke these words;

“From henceforth all generations shall call me
blessed.”—St. Luke 1:48.

She knew she would be held in remembrance by all
ages because she was the bearer of the Messiah. Only
one person throughout human history would ever have that
task assigned to her. It was the dream of every Jewish
woman that she might be the mother of the Messiah.

Mary, humble little Mary, was the one given that sol-
emn responsibility.

Elizabeth had spoken these words to the Virgin:

“Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb.”—St. Luke 1:42.
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Thiswas not the first time, in Scripture, that a special
blessing had been given by God to women. Another ex-
ampleisto be found in the book of Judges.

“Blessed among women be Jahel thewife of Haber the
Cinite, and blessed be she in her tent.”—Judges 5:24.

Jahel was also a humble woman who loved God and
obeyed His will. Just as that woman was was especialy
blessed of God, we too can be blessed, each of usin our
own sphere of activity.

The Virgin was blessed because she was willing to
take any assignment, do any task assigned her. This was
clearly expressed in her words, “Behold the handmaid of
the Lord: be it done to me according to Thy word” (St.
Luke1:38).

Mary was calling herself a servant of the Lord. Mary
showed acommitment to fully obey whatever she wastold
in God'sWord.

Thirty years later, the Virgin was still submissive to

“The Lord keepeth all them that love Him.”
— Psalm 144:20 [Psalm 145:20]
“The meek shall inherit the land, and shall
delight in abundance of peace.”
— Psalm 36:11 [Psalm 37:11]
“The poor shall eat and be filled: and they shall

praise the Lord that seek Him: their hearts shall
live for ever and ever.”

— Psalm 21:27 [Psalm 22:26]

“He was mindful of us in our affliction: for His
mercy endureth for ever.”

— Psalm 135:23 [Psalm 136:23]

“He shall save His people from their sins.”
— St. Matthew 1:21
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God's Word! We shall see this as we continue this study.

Asweliveour earthly life, we should say to ourselves,
“Are we going to follow the example of Mary? Are we
going to do whatever we aretold by the Lord in the Scrip-
tures?’

Mary’s life was a life of obedience. We can surely
know that, as she worked with young Jesus, she empha-
sized obedienceto the law of God. The child Jesus happily
did so. So it should be with us today. It is those that teach
obedience who are called great in the kingdom of heaven.
Jesus carefully explained thisin the Sermon on the Mount:

“Do not think that | am come to destroy the law, or
the prophets. | am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
For amen | say unto you, till heaven and earth pass,
one jot, or one tittle shall not pass of the law, till al be
fulfilled.

“Hethereforethat shall break one of these least com-
mandments, and shall so teach men, shall be called the
least in the kingdom of heaven. But he that shall do and
teach, heshall becalled great in thekingdom of heaven.” —
St. Matthew 5:17-19.

Today we hear many conflicting voices, telling us to
obey the sayings of men. But those who are truly blessed
are those who keep the commandments of God, by en-
abling faith in Jesus Christ.

“Here is the patience of the saints, who keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”—The
Apocalypse 14:12.

When the angel first told Mary that she was going to
bear the Son of the living God, she was startled.
“And Mary said to the angel: How shall this be done,
because | know not man.”—St. Luke 1:34.
The reply of the angel was deep with significance.
“Andtheangel answering, said to her: The Holy Ghost
shall come upon thee, and the power of the most High
shall overshadow thee. And therefore also the Holy
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which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of
God.”—St. Luke 1:35.

The power of the most High would be the means by
which the Word of God would be fulfilled. Thisisthe way
it shall ever be.

The power of the Almighty isrelated to HisWord. By
aword, God can help His people in time of need.

“Come yeto Him and be enlightened: and your faces
shall not be confounded. This poor man cried, and the
Lord heard him: and saved him out of all his troubles.

“The angel of the Lord shall encamp round about
them that fear Him: and shall deliver them. O taste, and
seethat the Lord is sweet: blessed isthe man that hopeth
in Him.”—Psalm 33:8-9.

God's Word has immense power.

“It is good to confide in the Lord, rather than to
have confidence in men.”

— Psalm 117:8 [Psalm 118:8]

“l am come that they might have life, and may
have it more abundantly.”
— St. John 10:10

“Believe in your God, and you shall be secure;
believe His prophets, and all things shall
succeed well.”

— 2 Paralipomenon 20:20

“The Lord your God is in the midst of you, and
will fight for you against your enemies, to deliver
you from danger.”

— Deuteronomy 20:4

“Through God we shall do mightily: for He shall
bring to nothing them that afflict us.”

— Psalm 59:14 [Psalm 60:12]
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“So shall My word be, which shall go forth from
My mouth: it shall not return to Me void, but it shall do
whatsoever | please, and shall prosper in the things for
which | sent it.”—Isaias 55:11.

That power, which can build the human body within
the womb, can also cleanse our souls of sin and restore our
entire being in newness of life.

The power of God’'s Word is to be found in the Holy
Scriptures. As we study and obey them, our lives become
clean and godly.

“All Scripture, inspired of God, is profitableto teach,
to reprove, to correct, to instruct in justice; that the
man of God may be perfect, furnished to every good
work.”—2 Timothy 3:16-17.

But there ismore to Mary’s song in St. Luke 1:48.

“Because He hath regarded the humility of His hand-

maid; for behold from henceforth all generations shall
call me blessed.”—St. Luke 1:48.

The sweet Virgin is saying that al future generations
would recognize that, through her, the Saviour came into
theworld. She surely was blessed in being selected to bear
the Messiah!

Thereisan interesting parallel ten chapterslater in St.
Luke. Jesus was speaking precious words of life to the
people gathered about Him. Oh, how their hearts thrilled
with joy upon learning the words of life.

You and | today may also hear those words as we
faithful read in the Four Gospelsand elsewhereinthe Holy
Scriptures.

As Jesus spoketo the group about Him, awoman cried
out. What was it that she said? She repeated the blessing
on Mary:

“And it came to pass, as He spoke these things, a
certain woman from the crowd, lifting up her voice,
said to Him: Blessed is the womb that bore Thee, and
the paps that gave Thee suck!”—St. Luke 11:27.
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How many down through the centuries have echoed
that adoring statement of theVirgin Mary!

Yet to this Christ gave aremarkable reply. Turning to-
ward thewoman, and then beckoning to all that vast throng,
Hesad:

“Yea rather, blessed are they who hear the Word of
God, and keep it!""—St. Luke 11:28.

What did Christ mean when He said that? The words
are quite obvious, and so is the meaning. Our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ, declared that, even though the Virgin
was blessed for having borne Him,—yet the greater bless-
ing of God rested on anyone and everyone who would
obey the Holy Scriptures!

This is an extremely significant statement,—and it
agreeswith what God and all the holy prophetsand apostles
have said throughout the Bible.

Was Mary blessed? Yes, she surely was. Can anyone
el se be blessed to alike degree? According to the words of

“The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the just
runneth to it, and shall be exalted.”

— Proverbs 18:10

“For | am not ashamed of the gospel. For it is
the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth.”

— Romans 1:16

“And | live, now not I; but Christ liveth in me.
And that | live now in the flesh: | live in the faith
of the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered
Himself for me.”

— Galatians 2:20

“Better is a little to the just, than the great riches
of the wicked.”

—Psalm 36:16 [Psalm 37:16]
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Christ, everyone can—if they will obey the Word of God.
Mary obeyed God; you and | can aso.

The greatest blessing rests on those who humble their
hearts before God; surrender their livesto His control; and,
in full reliance on the enabling grace of Christ,—put into
their every day lives the teachings of Scripture! They live
for God fully, and they are blessed for it.

The Virgin was blessed because she humbled her heart
and dedicated her lifeto God, so she could be used by Him.

What aglorious promiseitis, that you and | can havea
blessing such as Mary received! According to St. Luke
11:27-28, each of us can! Indeed, the deeper our dedice-
tion and obedience to God's Word, the deeper will be the
blessing.

It is a blessing which comes to all who, through the
grace of Chrigt, liveclean, godly livesand spend their time
encouraging othersand ministering to their needs. Yes, yes,
we can be blessed as Mary was! It is a blessing we today
can sharein.

Notice what Jesus said:

“Blessed are they who hear the Word of God, and keep
it!"—St. Luke 11:28.

Itishearing and doing that counts. Listen to God speak:

“If therefore you will hear My voice, and keep My
covenant, you shall be My peculiar possession above
all people: for al the earth is Mine.”—Exodus 19:5.

God predicted that the people could be saved when,
amid their troubles, heartaches, and sins, they sought Him
with all their heart, and returned and heard Hisvoice. Then
He would be found of them.

“And when thou shalt seek there the Lord thy God,
thou shalt find Him: yet so, if thou seek Him with all
thy heart, and all the affliction of thy soul.

“After al the things aforesaid shall find thee, in the
latter time thou shalt return to the Lord thy God, and
shalt hear His voice.”—Deuteronomy 4:29-30.

What awonderful promise. O child of God, whatever
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the sins you may have committed, you can come back to
Him—even now—and find forgiveness and acceptance. But
it can only happen as we repent of our sins, and in the
strength of Christ determine to forsake them, listen, and
obey God's voice as given in the sacred books of the Old
and New Testaments.

There are those in the world today who refuse to do
this. They choose to not hear and obey God speaking to
them in the Scriptures.

“And the word of the Lord came to Zacharias, say-
ing:

“Thus saith the Lord of hosts, saying: Judge ye true
judgment, and shew ye mercy and compassion every
man to his brother. And oppress not the widow and the
fatherless, and the stranger, and the poor: and let not a
man devise evil in his heart against his brother.

“But they would not hearken, and they turned away

“The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the just
runneth to it, and shall be exalted.”

— Proverbs 18:10

“Trust in the Lord, and do good, and dwell in the
land, and thou shalt be fed with its riches . .
They that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit
the land . . The Lord will help them and deliver
them: and He will rescue them from the wicked,
and save them, because they have hoped in
Him.”

— Psalm 36:3, 9, 40 [Psalm 37: 3, 9, 40]

“Seek the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, you
that have wrought His Judgment: seek the just,
seek the meek: if by any means you may be hid
in the day of the Lord’s indignation.”

— Sophonias 2:3 [Zephaniah 2:3]
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the shoulder to depart: and they stopped their ears, not
to hear.

“And they made their heart asthe adamant stone, lest
they should hear thelaw, and thewordswhich the Lord of
host sent in His Spirit by the hand of the former proph-
ets: so a great indignation came from the Lord of
hosts.”—Zacharias 7:8-12.

We do not want to be like those who stubbornly rebel
against the Word of the Lord and refuse to hear it! God's
instruction to Josue (also called Joshua) tells us how we
may please Him:

“Let not the book of thislaw depart from thy mouth:
but thou shalt meditate on it day and night, that thou
mayst observe and do all things that are written in it:
then shalt thou direct thy way, and understand it."—
Josue 1:8.

The blessing is for those who will taketimeto read in
the Bible every day, and obey it!

Wewant that promised blessing,—the blessing our Sav-
iour promised to those who would hear and do the Words
of God.

“And it came to pass, as He spoke these things, a
certain woman from the crowd, lifting up her voice,
said to Him: Blessed is the womb that bore Thee, and
the paps that gave Thee suck!

“But He said: Yearather, blessed are they who hear
the Word of God, and keep it!”"—St. Luke 11:27-28.

There must be not only hearing, but doing! The Holy
Scriptures declare that only the doers are justified.

“For not the hearers of the law are just before God,
but the doers of the law shall be justified.”—Romans
2:13.

Christ gave many deep truths in His Sermon on the
Mount (recorded in St. Matthew 5, 6, and 7). He ended
that wonderful sermon with words which summarized it
al:

“Every one therefore that heareth these My words,
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and doeth them, shall be likened to a wise man that
built hishouse upon arock.

“Andtherainfell, and the floods came, and thewinds
blew, and they beat upon that house, and it fell not, for it
wasfounded upon arock.

“And every onethat heareth these My words, and doeth
them not, shall be like afoolish man that built his house
upon the sand.

“Andtherainfell, and the floods came, and thewinds
blew, and they beat upon that house, and it fell, and
great was the fall thereof.”—St. Matthew 7:24-27.

It is hearing Christ’s words—all through the Sacred
books of Scripture—and doing them that counts. Just know-
ing that the Bibleis on the shelf is not enough.

We must be founded on the Rock; and that Rock is

“The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a
contrite heart: and He will save the humble of
spirit.”
— Psalm 33:19 [Psalm 34:18]
“If any man love God, the same is known by
Him.”
—1 Corinthians 8:3

“When thou shalt pass through the waters, | will
be with thee, and the rivers shall not cover
thee: when thou shall walk in the fire, thou shalt
not be burnt; and the flames shall not burn in
thee: For | am the Lord thy God, the Holy One
of Israel, thy Saviour.”

— Isaias 43:2-3

“Blessed are the meek; for they shall possess
the land.”

— St. Matthew 5:4 [Matthew 5:5]
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Jesus Christ, our only Saviour from sin.
“Neither is there salvation in any other. For thereis
no other name under heaven given to men, whereby we
must be saved.”—Acts 4:12.

Before concluding this section on those whom Heaven
blesses, we surely want to consider the people of God whom
Christ has said are especially blessed.

When our Lord and Saviour gave the Sermon on the
Mount, He began by giving the Beatitudes. These consist
of eight blessings on those who, having accepting Christ as
their Saviour, hear and obey the Word of God.

These blessings are for you and me today. It isfor all
those who see their spiritual need, humble their hearts be-
fore God, mourn over their sinsand put them away, hunger
and thirst for godliness, show mercy to others, have clean
hearts, try to make peace with others, and willingly suffer
persecution for Christ’s sake:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirsis the king-
dom of heaven.

“Blessed are the meek: for they shall possess the
land.

“Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be com-
forted.

“Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after justice
[righteousness]: for they shall have their fill.

“Blessed arethemerciful: for they shall obtain mercy.

“Blessed are the clean of heart: for they shall see
God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called
the children of God.

“Blessed are they that suffer persecution for justice’
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are
ye when they shall revile you, and persecute you, and
speak all that is evil against you, untruly, for My sake:
Be glad and rejoice, for your reward is very great in
heaven. For so they persecuted the prophets that were
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before you.”—St. Matthew 5:3-12.
God isiswilling to bestow these blessings upon each
of us.

CHAPTER FIVE
BE THOU THEREFORE HOLY
ST. LUKE 1:49

Let us now continue on with Mary’s song:
“Because He that is mighty, hath done great things
to me; and holy is His name.”—St. Luke 1:49.
In order to honor a holy God, we must be holy our-
selves. As we submit our lives to Him, He will make us
holy.

“In whom we have redemption through His
blood, the remission of sins, according to the
riches of His grace.”

— Ephesians 1:7
“We look for new heavens and a new earth

according to His promises, in which justice
dwelleth.”

— 2 St. Peter 3:13

“Now we have received not the spirit of this
world, but the Spirit that is of God; that we
might know the things that are freely given us
from God.”

— 1 Corinthians 2:12

“Be thou faithful until death: and | will give thee
the crown of Life.”

— The Apocalypse 2:10
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“Holy is His name.”—St. Luke 1:49.

The name indicates the character. Moses in the mount
asked to better know the name of God. He wanted to better
know what He was like. So the Lord graciously passed
before M oses and proclaimed His holy name.

“And when the Lord was come down in a cloud,
Moses stood with Him, calling upon the name of the
Lord.

“And when He passed before him, He [the Lord]
said, The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious,
patient and of much compassion and true.

“Who keepest mercy unto thousands: who takest
away iniquity, and wickedness, and sin.”—Exodus 34:7.

That is what the holiness of the Lord is. It means to
be good, kind, and just. The Virgin said, “And holy is His
name.”

“Because He that is mighty, hath done great things
to me; and holy is His name.”—St. Luke 1:49.

We need to share with others the blessings God has
given us. In her song, the Virgin Mary immediately began
sharing the good news of how kind the Lord had been to
her. We should belike Mary, and also tell what great things
God hath done for us.

When Jesus healed a man at Gadara, who then be-
came His new disciple, Christ immediately gave him a
message to carry everywhere to the people.

“Now the man, out of whom the devils were de-
parted, besought Him [Christ] that he might be with
Him. But Jesus sent him away, saying:

“Return to thy house, and tell how great things God
hath done to Thee. And he went through the whole
city, publishing how great things Jesus had done to
him.”—St. Luke 8:38-309.

As soon as Jesus made adisciple, He sent him out to
be a missionary. We too should go out and tell others the
blessings God has given us.
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Mary said that the name of God is holy. St. Peter said
we should be holy also.

“Because He that is mighty, hath done great things
to me; and holy is His name.”—St. Luke 1:49.

“But according to Him that hath called you, who is
holy, be you also in al manner of conversation holy:
becauseit iswritten: You shall be holy, for | am holy.” —

1 St. Peter 1:15-16.

“Conversation” in this passage comes from a Greek
word for “conduct.” Inal waysweareto live clean, godly
lives. This includes the way we eat. According to Holy
Scripture, we should eat clean food.

In the Scriptures, God explained that some food is not
clean and should not be eaten. For example, Scripture says

“And whatsoever we shall ask, we shall receive
of Him, because we keep His commandments,
and do those things which are pleasing in His
sight.”

—1 St. John 3:22

“The Lord hath heard the desire of the poor: Thy
ear hath heard the preparation of their heart.”

— Psalm 9:17 [Psalm 10:17]

“And this is the confidence which we have
towards Him: That whatsoever we shall ask
according to His will, He heareth us. And we
know that He heareth us, whatsoever we ask:
we know that we have the petitions which we
request of Him. He that knoweth his brother to
sin a sin which is not to death, let him ask, and
life shall be given to him, who sinneth not to
death.”

—1 St. John 5:14-16
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that swine (pigs) are unclean animals and should never be
eaten. Both farmers and scientific researchers know that
thisis because they eat al kinds of garbage and are filled
with worms and parasites. Our kind heavenly Father com-
mands only that which isfor our best good.

After describing which animals, birds, and fish are un-
clean, the final verses of the eleventh chapter of Leviticus
explain why we must not eat such creatures.

“Do not defile your souls, nor touch aught thereof,
lest you be unclean, for | am the Lord your God: be
holy because | am holy. Defile not your souls by any
creeping thing that moveth upon the earth.”—Leviticus
11:43-44.

Thus we see that God wants His people to have clean
bodies. Heaven communicates with us through our brains;
and, when the mind is clouded with impurities from bad
food, then our moral nature is weakened and it is more
difficult to resist temptation.

“You shall be holy, because | am holy. This is the
law of beasts and fowls, and of every living creature
that moveth in the waters, and creepeth on the earth:
that you may know the differences of the clean, and
unclean, and know what you ought to eat and what to
refuse.” —Leviticus 11:46-47.

God's biddings are enablings. Every command of the
Lord isactually apromise of divine help, to strengthen us
to obey it. He commands us to be holy. Whenever God
commands us to do something, He will help usdo it.

Our Saviour wants usto be holy people, aholy nation.
He gives us a holy diet, and wants us to eat moderately
even of that which is good. In Leviticus 11, He tells us
which are the scavenger animals, and commands us not to
eat them. They are scavenger foods.

“The prohibition of so many kinds of beasts, birds,
and fishes in the law, was ordered, first, to exercise the
people in obedience and temperance; secondly, to re-
strain them from the vices of which these animals were
symbols; thirdly, because the things here forbidden were
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for the most part unwholesome and not proper to be
eaten; fourthly, that the people of God, by being obliged
to abstain from things corporally [physically] unclean,
might betrained up to seek aspiritual cleanness.”—Foot-
note to Leviticus 11, Rheims-Douai Bible.

Elsewherein Leviticus, God explains His purpose for
our lives:

“Sanctify yourselves, and be ye holy because | am
the Lord your God.”—Leviticus 20:7.

God is showing Himself as the source of the power
needed to liveaholy life. The command to live such aholy
lifeisfound, not only in St. Peter’ swritings, but all through
the Scriptures. We can be thankful that God has told us
how to live better, more wholesome lives.

“Whosoever shall exalt himself shall be
humbled: and he that shall humble himself shall
be exalted.”

— St. Matthew 23:12

“He that sheweth mercy to the poor, shall be
blessed.”

— Proverbs 14:21

“Sanctify them in truth: Thy word is truth . . And
for them do | sanctify Myself, that they also may
be sanctified in truth.”

— St. John 17:17, 19

“We are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus in good works, which God hath prepared
that we should walk in them.”

— Ephesians 2:10
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CHAPTER SIX
HIS MERCY AND JUSTICE
ST. LUKE 1:50

TheVirgin Mary tellsusin her song about the continual
mercies of God.

“And Hismercy isfrom generation unto generations,
to them that fear Him.”—St. Luke 1:50.

The word “fear,” given here, means “reverence, awe,
reverential respect.” God isthe Maker of all things! Heis
al powerful, and we are to bow in total submission, rever-
ence, and worship to Him. No created being—anywhere—
isto receive our worship and reverence! Only the Creator
of heaven and earth.

Those who fear—reverence, worship—the true God,
hate every evil thing.

“The fear of the Lord hateth evil: | hate arrogance,
and pride, and every wicked way, and a mouth with a
double tongue.”—Proverbs 8:13.

The followers of Christ hate evil and live righteous-
ness. Christianity isnot merely avoiding the negative; itis
al so loving those things which are good.

“Thou [Christ] hast loved justice, and hated inig-
uity.”—Hebrews 1:9.

Theword “justice,” inthe Rheims-Douai, isfrequently
tranglated “ righteousness’ in many other trandations. What
is both justice and righteousness? they mean obedience to
the law of God.

God's justice, His righteousness, is bound up in His
eternal Ten Commandment |aw.

“Thy justice is justice for ever and Thy law is the
truth.”—Psalm 118:142.

“My tongue shall pronounce Thy Word [proclaim
Thy Scriptures] because all Thy commandments are
justice.”—Psalm 118:172.
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Here is how another Church-approved version words
this

“Thy righteousness is righteous for ever, and Thy
law is true.”—Psalm 119:142, R.S.V.

“My tongue will sing of Thy Word, for all Thy com-
mandmentsareright.”—Psalm 119:172, R.S.V.

St. Peter has stated it so well:

“Let him decline [stay away] from evil, and do good:
let him seek after peace and pursueit: because the coun-
tenance of the Lord [is] upon them that do evil
things.”—1 St. Peter 3:11-12.

King Solomon was a wise man; and, in the book of
Ecclesiastes, he summarized the only way to live a happy,
useful lifewhich God could approve:

“Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made
Heaven and earth.”

— Psalm 123:8 [Psalm 124:8]

“He that shall hear Me, shall rest without terror,
and shall enjoy abundance, without fear of
evils.”

— Proverbs 1:33

“He that feareth the commandment, shall dwell
in peace.”
— Proverbs 13:13

“My flesh and my heart hath fainted away: Thou
art the God of my heart, and the God that is my
portion for ever.”

— Psalm 72:26 [Psalm 73:26]

“l will not leave you orphans; | will come to
you.”

— St. John 14:18
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“Let us al hear together the conclusion of the dis-
course. Fear God, and keep His commandments: for
thisis al man [al that man needs to do].

“And all things that are done, God will bring into
judgment for every error, whether it be good or evil.” —
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14.

Another accepted version saysit thisway:

“The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God,
and keep His commandments; for thisis the whole duty
of man.

“For God will bring every deed into judgment, with
every secret thing, whether good or evil.”—Ecclesiastes
12:13-14, R.S.V.

Those who truly fear—truly reverence—God will be
those who obey His Ten Commandment law. A paralel
passageto Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 is The Apocalypse 14:7 -
12. Both tell us that the ones who genuinely worship and
reverence God are those who obey Him. They will be safe
in that hour when God judges the secrets of men.

“Fear the Lord and give Him honour, because the
hour of His judgment is come; and adore ye Him, that
made heaven and earth, the sea, and the fountains of
waters.”—The Apocalypse 14:7.

At the end of time, asin all ages before, those who
love and reverence God and keep His commandments—
will bethe oneswho will bethe closest to Him. The Apoca-
lypse 14:7 emphasizes that God's people, living in the last
days, will adore God—and no human creature. The Apoca
lypse 14:12, which is only two verses before the Second
Advent of Christ, declaresthat God's special peoplein the
last dayswill keep His Ten Commandment law, by thefaith
of Jesus Christ.

“Here is the patience of the saints, who keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”—The
Apocalypse 14:12.

Theaboveversedefinesa“saint.” Itisonewho serves
the Lord Jesus and who keeps God's commandments. We
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dare not set aside God's law as of little consequence. The
immorality in theworld today isdestroying it. But it is be-
cause the great majority of mankind scorn obedience to
God's moral law.

The Apocalypse, quoted above, explains that God's
judgment of mankind will occur in the last days. The so-
called Apostles’ Creed also mentions the fact that God is
going to judge mankind. (It isofficially acknowledged that
the Apostles did not write it: The Catholic Encyclopedia
explains: “Its name is not because of the fact that it was
written by the Apostles.”—Catholic Encyclopedia, p. 45.

Here is what the Apostles Creed says about the com-
ing judgment:
“He [Christ] ascended into heaven, sits at the right

“And hope confoundeth not: because the charity
of God is poured forth in our hearts, by the Holy
Ghost, who is given to us.”

— Romans 5:5

“To whom shall | have respect? But to him that
is poor and little, and of a contrite spirit, and
trembleth at My words.”

— Isaias 66:2

“The innocent in hands, and clean of heart, who
hath not taken his soul in vain, nor sworn
deceitfully to his neighbor. He shall receive a
blessing from the Lord, and mercy from God his
Saviour.”

— Psalm 23:4-5 [Psalm 24:4-5]

“My sheep hear My voice: and | know them, and
they follow Me. And | give them life everlasting.”

— St. John 10:27-28
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hand of God, the Father. From thence He shall come to
judge the living and the dead.”—From the Apostles’
Creed.

We know that the judgment is coming, and we want to
preparefor it. In the strength of Christ’senabling grace, we
can obey God's law and do all that He asks of us in the
Scriptures.

When St. Paul was brought before Governor Felix to
answer for hisfaith, Felix wasterrified at the thought of a
judgment to come.

“And as he [St. Paul] treated of justice, and chastity,
and of the judgment to come, Felix being terrified, an-
swered: For this time, go thy way: but when | have a
convenient time, | will send for thee.”—Acts 24:25.

But Felix busied himself with other mattersand did not
return to talk to St. Paul about this. You and | do not want
to be like Felix! We want to come to God right now; sur-
render our lives to Him;—and determine, in His strength,
to study and obey HisInspired Writingsand tell others about
them.

Fortunately, we know what those Inspired Writingsare.
They are the books of the Old and New Testaments: the
Holy Bible.

All other books and writings and decrees are fallible
and erring. Only the Sacred Scriptures are a safe guide on
the pathway to heaven.

CHAPTER SEVEN
HE HATH PUT DOWN THE
MIGHTY
ST. LUKE 1:51-52

“He hath shewed might in His arm: He hath scattered
the proud in the conceit of their heart.
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“He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and
hath exalted the humble.”—St. Luke 1:51-52.

Mary was thinking about the dealings of God with His
people in past centuries. Just as we should do today, she
thought about what istaught in the Bible.

In ancient times, God brought His people out of Egypt
and set them free from oppression and slavery. The deeds
of God, all through history, are mighty.

In the twentieth chapter of 2 Paralipomenon (also
known as 2 Chronicles), there is a wonderful example of
how God will protect and guide His earthly children. Here
is the story of what happened:

A large army had gathered to destroy God's people,
and were marching toward them.

“ After this the children of Moab, and the children of

“The peace of God, which surpasseth all
understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus.”

— Philippians 4:7

“The Lord shall be unto thee for an everlasting
light, and the days of thy mourning shall be
ended.”

— Isaias 60:20

“Light is risen to the just, and joy to the right of
heart.”

— Psalm 96:11 [Psalm 97:11]
“Whosoever shall glorify Me, him will | glorify.”
—1 Kings 2:30 [1 Samuel 2:30]

“If you keep My commandments, you shall
abide in My love.”

— St. John 15:10
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Ammon, and with them of the Ammonites, were gath-
ered together to fight against Josaphat.

“And there came messengers, and told Josaphat, say-
ing: There cometh a great multitude against thee from
beyond the sea, and out of Syria, and behold they arein
Asosonthamar, which is Engaddi.”—2 Paralipomenon
20:1-2.

When King Josaphat (Jehoshaphat) heard this, he
prayed to God for help. Then, after gathering the Israglites
together they prayed some more, and the Lord instructed
them by aprophet to march against theimmensefoe. They
were given the assurance that the God of heaven would
fight the battle for them.

“It shall not be you that shall fight, but only stand
with confidence, and you shall see the help of the Lord
over you.”—2 Paralipomenon 20:17.

Infull faith and courage, they set agroup of singersto
go in front of the army! Then off they marched. However,
they had not gone far, when another message came from
the Lord. It was not only a message to God’s people in
ancient times, it is a message for us today:

“Hear me, ye men of Juda, and all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem: believe in the Lord your God, and you shall
be secure: believe His prophets, and all things shall suc-
ceed well.”—2 Paralipomenon 20:20.

What a wonderful message of instruction and cour-
age! You and | will be perfectly safeif wetrust our livesto
the Inspired Writings—the Holy Scriptures!

No human help could deliver the Israglites, but God
fought for them that day; and, when they arrived at the
place of battle, they found their enemies slain by one an-
other.

“He hath shewed might in His arm: He hath scat-
tered the proud in the conceit of their heart.”—St. Luke
1:51.

Itisaswetrust in the Lord our God, that we have help
from above! He can do wonderful thingsto guide and pre-
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serve us, if wewill let Him. In His strength, we can over-
come all the power of the enemy, and come off more than
conquorers. Thisis because Jesus came to earth to save us
from our sing!

“And she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call
His name Jesus. For He shall save His people from their
sins.”—St. Matthew 1:21.

CHAPTER EIGHT
HE FILLS THE HUNGRY
ST. LUKE 1:53

Just as the Virgin said: If we would be blessed like

“He that spared not even His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how hath He not
also, with Him, freely given us all things?”

—Romans 8:32

“The meek shall increase their joy in the Lord,
and the poor men shall rejoice in the Holy One
of Israel.”

— Isaias 29:19

“In all these things we overcome because of
Him that hath loved us.”

— Romans 8:37

“God is our refuge and strength: a helper in
troubles, which have found us exceedingly.
Therefore we will not fear, when the earth shall
be troubled; and the mountains shall be
removed into the heart of the sea. The waters
roared and were troubled: the mountains were
troubled with His strength.”

— Psalm 45:2-4 [Psalm 46:1-3]
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Mary, we must be humble little children of God.
“He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the
rich He hath sent empty away.”—St. Luke 1:53.

Only those who bow low in reverent worship of, and
obedience to, the God of heaven can receive His blessing.
But, as we have seen, the Virgin did just that. She meekly
submitted to the will of God, therefore He could fulfill His
plan for her life.

In St. Matthew 19, we learn about a wealthy, young
man who did not make the right choice. Although he had
great treasures, he did not havethe Lord in hislife. He had
not done as Mary did. He had not surrendered all that he
had to God.

“And behold one came and said to Him [Jesus]: Good
Master, what good shall | do that | may have everlast-
ing life?’—St. Matthew 19:16.

Tothis, Jesusreplied,

“If thou wilt enter into life, keep the command-
ments.”—St. Matthew 19:17.

When the young man asked, “which one,” Jesus named
several of the Ten Commandments found in Exodus 20:3-
17.

“He said to him, Which? And Jesus said, Thou shalt
do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou
shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness.” —St.
Matthew 19:18.

In answer to the young man’s question about how to
inherit eternal life, Jesus told him to keep the law of God.
But, unfortunately, theyoung man hesitated, would not make
afull surrender, and he | eft.

“He went away sad: for he had great possessions.” —

St. Matthew 19:22.

Therich man had allowed hiswealth to keep him from
heaven. Truly, Mary said:

“He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the
rich He hath sent empty away.”—St. Luke 1:53.
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Unless they surrender their lives to Jesus Christ, the
strong, the wealthy, the great men of this world will lose
out on eternal life. Only those who are humble, meek, and
obedient to the Word of God will enter through the heav-
enly gatesinto the glorious paradise beyond.

God can, indeed, fill the hungry with good things! Mary
probably had in mind the wonderful story of the mannain
the wilderness.

After the Israeliteshad | eft Egypt, they found that they
lacked food. They criedto Mosesfor help, and God worked
amiracle. The entire story isin Exodus, chapter 16.

“AndtheLord saidto Moses. Behold, | will rain bread
from heaven for you: let the people go forth, and gather
what is sufficient for every day: that | may prove them
whether they will walk in My law, or not.”—Exodus 16:4.

“The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon
Him: to all that call upon Him in truth.”

— Psalm 144:18 [Psalm 145:18]

“Praising | will call upon the Lord: and | shall be
saved from my enemies.”

— Psalm 17:4 [Psalm 18:3]

“Let not the book of this law depart from thy
mouth: but thou shalt meditate on it day and
night, that thou mayst observe and do all things
that are written in it: then shalt thou direct thy
way, and understand it.”

— Josue 1:8 [Joshua 1:8]

“He will keep the salvation of the righteous, and
protect them that walk in simpilicity . . For they
that are upright shall dwell in the earth, and the
simple shall continue in it.”

— Proverbs 2:7, 21
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The Lord was testing the people. Would they obey His
law? But, you might ask, “How would the gathering of the
manna each day show whether they were obeying the Ten
Commandments?’

The next verse explains the test:

“But the sixth day, let them provide for to bring in:
and let it be double to that they were wont to gather
every day.”—Exodus 16:5.

The remainder of the chapter explains what happened
after this. Each night, while the children of Israel slept,
mannawould fall from the sky. It appeared to be small and
white; and, thefollowing morning, the people would gather
it in pots and eat it. By the middle of the day, the manna
had melted away.

TheLord had instructed the peopl e through Mosesthat,
throughout the week, they should not try to save any of the
mannatill the next morning. So, when sometried to do so,
they found that it had putrefied.

Then, on the sixth day, twice as much mannafell! The
people were told to gather twice as much and save part of
it till the next day, which was the Bible Sabbath.

This they did; but, when some went out on Sabbath
morning to gather manna, the Lord was displeased.

“Gather it six days. but on the seventh day is the
Sabbath of the Lord, therefore it shall not be found.

“And the seventh day came: and some of the people
going forth to gather, found none.

“And the Lord said to Moses: How long will you
refuse to keep My commandments, and My law?

“See that the Lord hath given you the Sabbath, and
for this reason on the sixth day He giveth you a double
provision.”—Exodus 16:26-29.

So that was the test: Would the people keep the Fourth
Commandment, which is the Sabbath Commandment?

After that reproof, the Israelites observed the Sabbath
more carefully.
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“And the people kept the Sabbath on the seventh
day.”—Exodus 20:30.

It is of interest that this incident about the manna oc-
curred four chapters before the Ten Commandments were
proclaimed in Exodus 20. God's people had known about
God's law of Ten Commandments earlier; but, after com-
ing out of Egyptian bondage, they were given thelaw again
to remind them of its great importance.

They would not, in Exodus 16, have been expected, to
know and keep the Sabbath commandment, if they were
first givenit four chapterslater.

Hereisthe Fourth Commandment, asgivenintheHoly

“Seek ye Me, and you shall live.”
— Amos 5:4

“The Lord will give strength to His people: the
Lord will bless His people with peace.”

— Psalm 28:10 [Psalm 29:11]

“Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain
mercy.”

— St. Matthew 5:7

“God is not ashamed to be called their God; for
He hath prepared for them a city.”

— Hebrews 11:16

“The Lord is my firmament, my refuge, and my
deliverer. My God is my helper, and in Him will |
put my trust. My protector and the horn of my
salvation, and my support.”

— Psalm 17:3 [Psalm 18:2]
“Godliness with contentment is great gain.”
—1 Timothy 6:6
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Scriptures:
The Fourth Commandment—"Remember that thou
keep holy the Sabbath day. Six days shalt thou labour,
and shalt do all thy works.

“But on the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God: thou shalt do no work on it, thou nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maid-
servant, nor thy beast, nor the stranger that iswithin thy
gates.

“For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
and the sea, and all things that are in them, and rested
on the seventh day: therefore the Lord blessed the sev-
enth day, and sanctified it.”—Exodus 20:8-11.

Remembering all this, the Virgin Mary declared in her
0oNg:

“He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the
rich He hath sent empty away.”—St. Luke 1:53.

God isableto feed us both physically and spiritually.

“Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after justice
[righteousness]: for they shall havetheir fill.”—St. Mat-
thew 5:6.

Another version, approved by the Catholic Church, says
itthisway:

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righ-
teousness, for they shall be satisfied.”—St. Matthew
5:6.

Hereisan interesting comment on this beautiful verse;

“Righteousnessisholiness, likenessto God, and * God
islove.” 1 St. John 4:16. It is conformity to the law of
God, for ‘al Thy commandments are righteousness
(Psalm 119:172), and ‘love is the fulfilling of the law’
(Romans 13:10). Righteousnessis love, and love is the
light and the life of God. The righteousness of God is
embodied in Christ. We receive righteousness by re-
celving Him.

“Not by painful struggles or wearisome toil, not by
gifts or sacrifice, is righteousness obtained; but it is
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freely given to every soul who hungers and thirsts to
receive it. ‘Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and
eat . . without money and without price.” ‘Their righ-
teousness is of Me, saith the Lord.” And, ‘This is His
name whereby He shall be called, The Lord our Righ-
teousness.’ Isaias 55:1; 54:17; Jeremias 23:6.

“No human agent can supply that which will satisfy the
hunger and thirst of the soul. But Jesus says, ‘Behold,
| stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My
voice, and open the door, | will come in to him, and
will sup with him, and he with Me.” ‘I am the bread of
life; he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he
that believeth on Me shall never thirst.” The Apoca-
lypse 3:20; St. John 6:35.

“As we need food to sustain our physical strength,
so do we need Christ, the Bread from heaven, to sus-

“But He giveth greater grace. Wherefore He
saith: God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace
unto the humble.”

— James 4:6

“For you are dead; and your life is hid with
Christ in God. When Christ shall appear, who is
your life, then you shall appear with Him in
glory.”

— Colossians 3:3-4

“Love your enemies: do good to them that hate
you: and pray for them that persecute and
calumniate you: that you may be the children of
your Father who is in heaven, who maketh His
sun to rise upon the good, and bad, and raineth
upon the just and unjust.”

— St. Matthew 5:44-45
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tain spiritual life and impart strength to work the works
of God. As the body is continually receiving the nour-
ishment that sustains life and vigor, so the soul must be
constantly communing with Christ, submitting to Him
and depending wholly upon Him.”"—Mount of Bless-
ing, 18-19.

Thank God every day for what He can do in your life!
Your Redeemer can take the shattered threads of your life
and reunite them. He can do for you that which you could
never do for yourself.

CHAPTER NINE
GOD'S ETERNAL FAITHFULNESS
ST. LUKE 1:54-55

TheVirgin Mary knew that God would fulfill Hisprom-
isesto Hisfaithful, obedient people; for, throughout history,
He aways has.

“He hath received Israel His servant, being mindful
of His mercy.

“As He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his
seed for ever.”—St. Luke 1:54-55.

In earlier centuries, the Lord had made promises to

Abraham that, in his seed, all the world would be blessed.
“And in thy seed shall al the nations of the earth be
blessed, because thou hast obeyed My voice.”—Gen-
esis 22:18.

God chose Abraham and blessed the world through
him, because he willingly obeyed God’s commandments.

The promise was later repeated to Jacob:

“And in thee and thy seed all the tribes of the earth
shall be blessed.”—Genesis 28:14.

The blessing was to come through Abraham’s seed,
that is, through Christ.

“To Abraham were the promises made and to his
seed. He saith not, And to his seeds, as of many: but as
of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.”—Galatians
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3:16.

And that promise isfor us today!

“And if you be Christ’'s, then are you the seed of
Abraham, heirs according to the promise.”—Galatians
3:29.

God made the promise to Abraham that, in his seed,

all theworld would be blessed.

God made a covenant with Abraham. It is called the
Abramic covenant. It is the foundation covenant of God
with His peoplein all ages.

Just before proclaiming the Ten Commandmentsto the
people at Mount Sinai, God promised to make them His
peopleif they would obey Him.

“If thereforeyouwill hear My voice, and keep My cov-
enant, you shall be My peculiar possession above all
people: for all the earth is Mine.

“Surely His salvation is near to them that fear
Him.”

— Psalm 84:10 [Psalm 85:9]

“The blessing of the Lord is upon the head of the
just . . to the just their desire shall be given ..
The expectation of the just is joy.”

— Proverbs 10:6, 24, 28

“The Lord will reward me according to my
justice; and according to the cleanness of my
hands before His eyes.”

— Psalm 17:25 [Psalm 18:25]

“No weapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper: and every tongue that resisteth thee in
judgment, thou shalt condemn. This is the
heritance of the servants of the Lord, and their
justice with Me, saith the Lord.”

— Isaias 54:17
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“And you shall be to Me a priestly kingdom, and a
holy nation.”—Exodus 19:5-6.

A covenant is an agreement between two parties. God
promised to protect and save the people, if they would, by
faith in His enabling strength, obey Hislaw.

God has never changed that covenant, for God does
not change. It isan everlasting covenant.

“For | am the Lord, and | change not.”—Malachias
3:6.

“Every best gift, and every perfect gift, is from
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no change, nor shadow of ateration.”—
St. James 1:17.

How thankful we can be that, through Jesus Christ our
Lord and Saviour, we can enter into the everlasting cov-
enant and be redeemed!

Our Lord never changes, and Heisonein divinity and
purpose with the Father.

“Jesus Christ, yesterday, and to day; and the same
for ever.”—Hebrews 13:8.

“That which My Father hath given Me, is greater
than al: and no one can snatch them out of the hand of
My Father. | and My Father are one.” —St. John 10:29-
30.

As God does not change, and Christ does not change;
neither doesthe covenant change. Thosewho will, by faith
in Christ, obey God's law may inherit eternd life.

Thereisonly one everlasting covenant (also called the
“everlasting testament”).

“And may the God of peace, who brought again
from the dead the great pastor of the sheep, our Lord
Jesus Chrigt, in the blood of the everlasting testament,
fit you in all goodness, that you may do Hiswill; doing
in you that which iswell pleasing in His sight, through
Jesus Christ, to whom is glory for ever and ever.”—
Hebrews 13:20.

This“everlasting” covenant, or testament, God will write
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in our hearts, if we will humbly repent of our sins and ac-
cept Him as our only Saviour.

“And this is the testament which | will make unto
them after those days, saith the Lord. | will give My
laws in their hearts, and on their minds will | write
them.”—Hebrews 10:16 (quoting Jeremias 31:32-33).

This is not a “new” covenant in the sense of a new
kind. But it is new in the sense of a new aspect of the
covenant madewith Abraham. It isthe one everlasting cov-
enant.

Who are the special people whom God uses here on
earth, the ones who especially enter into the everlasting
covenant with Him? They arethe oneswho obey HisWord.
Because Abraham was obedient to God’'s commands, he
was especially used by heaven to give an example to gen-
erations which came after him.

“The mercy of the Lord is from eternity and
unto eternity upon them that fear Him: And His
justice unto children’s children, to such as keep
His covenant, and are mindful of His
commandments to do them.”

— Psalm 102:17-18 [Psalm 103:17-18]

“If you be willing, and will hearken to Me, you
shall eat the good things of the land.”

— Isaias 1:19

“He will guide the mild in judgement: He will
teach the meek His ways.”

— Psalm 24:9 [Psalm 25:9]

“The Lord is good and giveth strength in the day
of trouble: and knoweth them that hope in Him.”

— Nahum 1:7
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“For | know that he will command his children, and
his household after him to keep the way of the Lord
and do judgment and justice: that for Abraham’s sake
the Lord may bring to effect all things He hath spoken
unto him.”—Genesis 18:19.

So it may bewith ustoday. God will accept and take us
for His special people, if wewill take hold of His strength
and obey Him.

“If thereforeyou will hear My voice, and keep My cov-
enant, you shall be My peculiar possession above all
people: for al the earth is Mine.”—Exodus 19:5.

The entire song of Mary consists of Mary’s under-
standing of the Old Testament Scriptures. Everything she
presents comes from the Old Testament.

“He hath received Israel His servant, being mindful
of His mercy: As He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham
and to his seed for ever.”—St. Luke 1:54-55.

We have learned that the covenant which God spoke
to our fathersisthe everlasting covenant. It hasnot changed;
for God does not change. This covenant is established on
the fact that we will obey Him. He writes His law on our
hearts; and, by the enabling grace of our Saviour, we obey
it.

Along with the covenant, our Lord has given us abun-
dant promises through the Bible prophets! Let us consider
several of these glorious promises:

“And thou shalt know that the Lord thy God, Heisa
strong and faithful God, keeping His covenant and
mercy to them that love Him, and to them that keep His
commandments, unto a thousand generations.” —
Deuteronomy 7:9.

A Bible “generation” is frequently considered to be
120 years. At that rate, it would take 120,000 years for a
thousand generationsto elapse! If a* generation” wereonly
half that amount (60 years), it would be 60,000 years. Ac-
cording to the Scriptures, the world was created only about
6,000 years ago. God's covenant with man will last so far
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into the future that time will be forgotten by then.
Here are more of these sweet promises.

“Blessed be the Lord, who hath given rest to His
people Israel, according to al that He promised: there
hath not failed so much as one word of all the good
things that He promised.”—3 Kings [1 Kings] 8:56.

“OLord, Thy mercy isinheaven, and Thy truth reacheth
even to the clouds.”—Psalm 35:6 [Psalm 36:5].

“Godisfaithful: by whom you are called unto thefel-
lowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”—1 Corin-
thians 1:9.

“God, meaning more abundantly to shew to the heirs
of the promise the immutability of His counsel, inter-
posed an oath. That by two immutable things, in which

“l love them that love Me: and they that in the
morning early watch for Me, shall find Me.”

— Proverbs 8:17
“Faith then cometh by hearing; and hearing by
the Word of Christ.”

— Romans 10:17
“Because | live, and you shall live.”

— St. John 14:19

“And | live, now not |; but Christ liveth in me. And
that | live now in the flesh: | live in the faith of the
Son of God, who loved me, and delivered
Himself for me.”

— Galatians 2:20

“Blessed is he, that readeth and heareth the
words of this prophecy; and keepeth those
things which are written in it.”

— The Apocalypse 1:3
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it isimpossible for God to lie, we may have the stron-
gest comfort, who have fled for refuge to hold fast the
hope set before us. Which we have as an anchor of the
soul, sure and firm.”—Hebrews 6:17-19.

“Wherefore let them also that suffer according to
the will of God, commend their souls in good deeds to
the faithful Creator.”—2 St. Peter 4:19.

Christ, our Saviour, said that Heisthe only pathway to
heaven. Only through Him can we be saved.

“Jesus saith to him: | am the way, and the truth, and
the life. No man cometh to the Father, but by Me.”—
St. John 14:6.

Jesus has gone to prepare mansions for us; so, we
should spend our time down here preparing our lives for
heaven. By His grace we should live clean, obedient lives.

“Let not your heart be troubled. You believe in God,
believeasoin Me.

“In My Father’s house there are many mansions. If
not [If it were not so], | would have told you: because
| go to prepare a place for you.

“And If | shall go, and prepare aplace for you, | will
come again, and will take you to Myself; that where |
am, you also may be.”—St. John 14:1-3.

There are many other wonderful promisesin the Holy
Scriptures. As you read, you will come across one after
another. They are like diamonds lying on the ground, just
waiting to be gathered up!

Did you know that the Virgin Mary is aso mentioned
in the book of Galatians?
“But when the fulness of time was come, God sent
His Son, made of a woman, made under the law: That
He might redeem them who were under the law: that
we might receive the adoption of sons.”—Galatians
4:4-5.
This Sonisthe son of the Blessed Virgin Mary—whom
she pointed to—declaring that the people should obey all
that He said.
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Did you know that the Virgin told the people that they
must obey Christ? We read about this event in the second
chapter of St. John.

“And the third day, there was a marriage in Cana of
Galilee: and the mother of Jesus was there.

“And Jesus also wasinvited, and His disciples, to the
marriage.”—St. John 2:1-2.

Some people say that Jesus is opposed to marriage,
and the holiest people on earth are those who never marry.
Yet Jesus went to awedding, at the beginning of His min-
istry, and performed Hisfirst miracle there.

Marriage was given to mankind by the God of heaven.
When a man and woman who have dedicated their livesto
God, to serve and obey Him, are wedded—they start a
home whichisalittle heaven on earth. The children which
go forth from that home are a blessing to mankind. Mar-
riage, when properly entered into, is of God.

“I am not ashamed of the gospel. For it is the
power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth.”

— Romans 1:16

“You, when you were dead in your offences,
and sins . . God, who is rich in mercy . . even
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together in Christ (by whose grace you are
saved) and hath raised us up together, and hath
made us sit together in heavenly places,
through Christ Jesus.”

— Ephesians 2:1, 4-6

“Watch ye therefore . . lest coming on a
sudden, He find you sleeping. And what | say to
you, | say to all: Watch.”

— Mark 13:35-37
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“And the Lord God said: It is not good for man to be
alone: let Us make him a help like unto himself . . And
the Lord God . . brought her [Eve] to Adam . . Where-
foreaman shall leavefather and mother, and shall cleave
to hiswife: and they shall be two in one flesh.”—Gen-
esis 2:18, 22, 24.

There are those who say that marriage does not have
the honor which God placed upon it. They declare that the
holiest people are those who never marry! They forbid
marriage. But this teaching is unscriptural. Here is what
the Apostle Paul says:

“Now the Spirit manifestly saith that, in thelast times,
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to spirits
of error, and doctrines of devils, speaking lies in hy-
pocrisy, and having their conscience seared, forbid-
ding to marry.”—1 Timothy 4:1-3.

St. Peter was married and, to the best of our knowl-
edge, so were al the other Apostles. They were the first
ministers of the church: and the ministers, in later centu-
ries, would follow their example.

Itis God's plan that aman be married. It isnormal and
good.
“Let every man have his own wife.”—1 Corinthians

7:2.

But should ministers in the church be married? What
does the Bible say?

Three of the Apostle Paul’s letters were written to
young pastors, and arefilled with ministerial counsel. Three
times St. Paul mentioned that church officers (deacons,
elders, pastors, etc.) should be married.

First, St. Paul said that deacons should be married:

“Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife: who
rulewell their children, and their own houses.”—1 Timo-
thy 3:12.

Second, St. Paul said that bishopsin the church should
be married:

“It behoveth therefore a bishop to be blameless, the
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husband of one wife.”—1 Timothy 3:2.
Third, St. Paul said that all the priests should be mar-
ried. He also said they should not drink fermented wine:

“| left thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order
the things that are wanting, and shouldest ordain priests
inevery city, as| also appointed thee:

“If any bewithout crime, the husband of onewife, hav-
ing faithful children, not accused of riot, or unruly.

“For abishop must bewithout crime, asthe steward of
God: not proud, not subject to anger, not given to wine,
no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre:

“But given to hospitality, gentle, sober, just, holy, con-
tinent.

“Embracing that faithful word which is according to
doctrine, that he may be ableto exhort in sound doctrine,
and to convince the gainsayers.”—Titus 1:5-9.

“You shall seek Me, and shall find Me: when
you shall seek Me with all your heart.”

— Jeremias 29:13

“The same is Lord over all, rich unto all that call
upon Him. For whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord, shall be saved.”

— Romans 10:12-13

“When thou shalt seek there the Lord thy God,
thou shalt find Him: yet so, if thou seek Him with
all thy heart, and all the affliction of thy soul.”

— Deuteronomy 4:29

“Thy mercy will follow me all the days of my life.
And that | may dwell in the house of the Lord
unto the length of days.”

— Psalm 22:6 [Psalm 23:6]
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ItisGod's plan that aminister be married, so that heis
not tempted when he is counseling his parishioners. We
read in the newspapers of the scandals which Catholic
priests and Protestant ministersareled into, when they are
not married. Indeed, without marriage, the moral fabric of
civilization tendsto break down!

But, just now, let us return to the marriage at Cana.
When Jesuswent there, Hetook Hisdisciplesso they could
see how important the institution of marriage was in His
estimation. He did not want people to later say that He
was opposed to marriage.

When they arrived for the wedding, Mary was already
there. She was so happy to see her Son again.

But then aproblem developed. Normally, the family of
the bridegroom would provide enough grape juice (called
“wine’ in this passage) to last throughout the entire mar-
riage feast. But the supply had run out.

“And the wine failing, the mother of Jesus saith to
Him: They have no wine.”—St. John 2:3.

Was this wine fermented or unfermented? Thereis no
doubt that Jesus would not have attended this gathering—
if it had been a drunken feast! Neither would His mother,
Mary! Canyouimagine Mary at aliquor party? Therewere
no acoholic beverages at this happy event.

It was Christ who, in the Old Testament, condemned
the use of alcoholic drinks.

“Wine is a luxurious thing and drunkenness riotous:
whosoever is delighted therewith shall not be wise.” —
Proverbs 20:1.

Hereishow another Church-approved tranglation puts
it:

“Wine is amocker, strong drink a brawler; and who-
ever is led astray by it is not wise.”—Proverbs 20:1,
R.S.V.

Drunkennessis terrible, and is classed with other ter-
riblesins:

“Fornication, uncleanness, immodesty, luxury, idola-
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try, witchcrafts . . envies, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and such like. Of the which | foretell you,
as | have foretold to you, that they who do such things
shall not obtain the kingdom of God.”—Galatians 5:19-
21.
No, no! neither Jesus nor Hisgood mother, Mary, went
to adrunken party!

“Be not in the feasts of great drinkers, nor in their
revellings, who contribute flesh to eat: Because they
that give themselves to drinking, and that club together
shall be consumed.”—Proverbs 23:20-21.

“Who hath woe? Whose father hath woe? Who hath
contentions? Who falls into pits? Who hath wounds
without cause? Who hath redness of eyes? —Surely
they that pass their time in wine, and study to drink off
their cups.

“Godliness is profitable to all things, having
promise of the life that now is, and of that
which is to come.”

— 1 Timothy 4:8

“In every nation, He that feareth Him and
worketh justice, is acceptable to Him.”

— Acts 10:35

“Then they that feared the Lord spoke every
one with his neighbor: and the Lord gave ear,
and heard it: and a book of remembrance was
written before Him for them that fear the Lord,
and think on His name. And they shall be My
special possession, saith the Lord of hosts, in
the day that | do judgment: and | will spare
them, as a man spareth his son that serveth
him.”

— Malachias 3:16-17
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“Look not upon wine . . It goeth in pleasantly, but,
intheend it will bitelike asnake, and will spread abroad
poison like abasilisk [another type of serpent].”—Prov-
erbs 23:29-32.

The Greek word, translated “wine”’ in St. John 2, is
0inos. It means unfermented grape juice.

So Mary, the mother of Jesus went to Him and told
Him that the supply of grape juice was exhausted.

“And the wine failing, the mother of Jesus saith to
Him: They have no wine.”—St. John 2:3.

TheVirgin Mary had implicit faith in her Son. Sheknew
that she, hersalf, could do nothing to solve the problem,—
but that Jesus had al power to do whatever was needed.

So it is today! Only Jesus can help us! No one else
can, not even His precious mother. Christ alone can de-
liver, Christ alone can redeem our souls. Christ alone can
provide for our great need. He alone can intercede for us
in heaven today. He alone can answer our prayers.

In response to what Mary said, Jesus said something,
which to us, seems unusual;

“And Jesus saith to her: Woman, what is that to Me
and to thee? My hour is not yet come.”—St. John 2:4.

“And Jesus said to her, O woman, what have you to
do with Me? My hour has not yet come.”—John 2:4,
R.S.V.

If you could read thisin the original Greek, you would
find that it reads just like the above; yet was not an unkind
remark. In the custom of that time, Jesus was addressing
His mother very courteously.

Yet He wastelling her that He was now an adult, about
to start on His mission to save mankind, and that He was
no longer her child, to be directed and told what to do.
Remember this. Jesus was grown-up when He said that to
Mary. He is still grown up! His work of redeeming man-
kind, begun back then, continues today.

It was important that Jesus explain this to His mother.
Mary needed to understand that she was not in charge of
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Christ, and no longer—forever—ableto get Him to do any-
thing special for her, that He would not do for any of His
other followers.

Then Mary turned to the attendants at the wedding
feast, and she made this extremely significant statement:
“Whatsoever He shall say to you, do ye.”—St. John
2:5.
Hereishow another version, approved by Rome, trans-
latesit:
“Do whatever He tells you.”—John 2:5, R.S.V.
Thirty years had passed since Christ was a new-born
child. He was now beginning His ministry, and it would
lead to His death on Calvary—and to His resurrection and
ascension to heaven to begin Hisministry asour great High
Priest.
Inview of al that was ahead, what did Mary say to the

“Trust in the Lord, and do good, and dwell in
the land, and thou shalt be fed with its riches.
Delight in the Lord, and He will give thee the
requests of thy heart.”

— Psalm 36:3 [37:3]

“But the mercy of the Lord is from eternity and
unto eternity upon them that fear Him. And His
justice unto children’s children, to such as
keep His covenant, and are mindful of His
commandments to do them.”

— Psalm 102:17-18 [Psalm 103:17-18]

“In every nation, he that feareth Him and
worketh justice, is acceptable to Him.”

— Acts 10:35

“Salvation is of the Lord, and Thy blessing is
upon Thy people.” — Psalm 3:9
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people?

She said, “Do whatever He tells you!”” That is what
she said to them. That is what she would say to us today.

“Do whatever He tells you!”

Did you know that these were the last words of Mary,
recorded in Holy Scripture? That makes them important
words for us, today. Let us remember them:

“Do whatever He tells you!”

Therest of the story is well-known. You will find the
entire story in St. John 2:1-11. Christ turned fresh water
into fresh grapejuice.

Yet it only happened because the servants obeyed. Good
things can only happen in our lives today because we, too,
obey our Saviour.

If we want our hearts changed by a miracle of Christ,
we need to follow all that Jesus saysin His Written Word.

We do not honor Jesus when we do not obey Him.

“And it came to pass, as He spoke these things, a
certain woman from the crowd, lifting up her voice,
said to Him: Blessed is the womb that bore Thee, and
the paps that gave Thee suck!

“But He said: Yearather, blessed are they who hear
the Word of God, and keep it!”"—St. Luke 11:27-28.

Mary recognized the fact that Christ could work
miracles for the people, and that she could not. It was be-
cause sheknew He could, that she directed the peopleto go
to Him for help.

Just as Mary did, we today should direct people to go
to Christ for spiritual help and healing of soul. Only the
Creator can provide what we need. Jesus is God; Mary
was only His earthly mother. Christ is her Saviour, just as
Heisours.

If you want help, do as Mary said: Go to Jesus and do
what He says. It isfound in the Bible.

All theinformation wefindin Holy Scripturewasgiven
tousby Christ. That iswhereyou will find Hisinstructions.
None of it will do us any good unless we obey it. The last
words of Mary are for ustoday: “Do what He tells you!”
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- PART TWO -

BASIC STEPS
TO
OUR SAVIOUR

FOR THE BLESSED SEEKERS
OF THE INHERITANCE
OF THE HOLY ONES OF OLD



91

BASIC STEPS
TO
OUR SAVIOUR

CHAPTER ONE
HOW CAN I COME TO
OUR, SAVIOUR?

Nature and revelation alike testify of God's love. It is
transgression of God's law - the law of love - that has
brought woe and death. Yet even amid the suffering that
results from sin, God's love is revealed. “God islove” is
written upon every opening bud, upon every spire of spring-
ing grass.

Jesus came to live among men to reveal the infinite
love of God. Love, mercy, and compassion were revealed
in every act of Hislife; His heart went out in tender sym-
pathy to the children of men. He took man’'s nature, that
He might reach man’s wants. The poorest and humblest
were not afraid to approach Him. Such is the character of
Christ asrevealed in Hislife. Thisisthe character of God.

It was to redeem us that Jesus lived and suffered and
died. He became a “Man of Sorrows,” that we might be

All Scripture passages quoted in this chapter have received
the Nihil obstat and Imprimatur. When not otherwise stated,
quotations are from the Rheims-Douai.
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made partakers of everlasting joy. But this great sacrifice
was not made in order to create in the Father’s heart a
lovefor man, not to make Himwilling to save. No, no! “For
God so loved the world, asto give His only begotten Son;
that whosoever believeth Him, may not perish, but may
have life everlasting.” St. John 3:16. The Father loves us,
not because of the great propitiation, but He provided the
propitiation because He loves us. None but the Son of God
could accomplish our redemption.

What a value this places upon man! Through trans-
gression the sons of man become subjectsof Satan. Through
faith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ the sons of Adam
may become the sons of God. The matchless love of God
for aworld that did not love Him! Thethought has asubdu-
ing power upon the soul and brings the mind into captivity
to thewill of God.

Man was originally endowed with noble powersand a
well-balanced mind. He was perfect in his being, and in
harmony with God. His thoughts were pure, hisaims holy.
But through disobedience, his powers were perverted, and
selfishness took the place of love. His nature became so
weakened through transgression that it was impossible for
him, in his own strength, to resist the power of evil.

Itisimpossiblefor us, of ourselves, to escape from the
pit of sinin which we are sunken. Our hearts are evil, and
we cannot change them. There must be a power working
from within, a new life from above, before men can be
changed from sin to holiness. That power is Christ. His
grace alone can quicken the lifeless faculties of the soul,
and attract it to God, to holiness. To all, there is but one
answer, “Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who taketh
away the sin of the world.” John 1:29. Let us avail our-
selves of the means provided for us that we may be trans-
formed into Hislikeness, and berestored to fellowship with
the ministering angels, to harmony and communion with
the Father and the Son.

How shall aman be just with God? How shall the sin-
ner be made righteous? It is only through Christ that we
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can be brought into harmony with God, with holiness; but
how are we to come to Christ?

Repentanceincludes sorrow for sin and aturning away
from it. We shall not renounce sin unless we see its sinful-
ness; until we turn away from it in heart, there will be no
real changeinthelife.

But when the heart yieldsto the influence of the Spirit
of God, the conscience will be quickened, and the sinner
will discern something of the depth and sacredness of God's
holy law, the foundation of His government in heaven and
on earth. Conviction takes hold upon the mind and heart.

The prayer of David, after his fall, illustrates the na-
ture of true sorrow for sin. His repentance was sincere
and deep. There was no effort to palliate his guilt; no de-
sire to escape the judgment threatened inspired his prayer.
David saw the enormity of his transgression; he saw the
defilement of his soul; he loathed his sin. It was not for
pardon only that he prayed, but for purity of heart. He
longed for the joy of holiness, to be restored to harmony
and communion with God. A repentance such as this is
beyond the reach of our own power to accomplish; it is
obtained only from Christ.

Christ isready to set us free from sin, but He does not
force the will. If we refuse, what more can He do? Study
God'sWord prayerfully. Asyou see the enormity of sin, as
you see yourself as you really are, do not give up in de-
spair. It was sinners that Christ Jesus came to save. When
Satan comesto tell you that you are agreat sinner, look to
your Redeemer and talk of His merits. Acknowledge your
sin, but tell the enemy that “ Christ came into thisworld to
savesinners’ and that you may be saved (1 Timothy 1:15).

“He that hideth his sins, shall not prosper: but he that
shall confess, and forsake them, shall obtain mercy.” Prov-
erbs 28:13. The conditions of obtaining the mercy of God
are simple and just and reasonable. Confess your sins to
God, who only can forgive them, and your faults to one
another. Those who have not humbled their souls before
God, in acknowledging their guilt, have not yet fulfilled the
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first step of acceptance. We must be willing to humble our
hearts and comply with the conditions of the Word of truth.
The confession that is the outpouring of the inmost soul
findsitsway to the God of infinite pity. True confession is
always of a specific character, and acknowledges particu-
lar sins. All confession should be definite and to the point.
Itiswritten, “If we confessour sins, Heisfaithful and just,
toforgiveusour sins, and to cleanseusfromall iniquity.” 1
St. John 1:9.

God's promise is, “You shall seek Me, and shall find
Me, when you shall seek Mewith all your heart.” Jeremias
29:13. Thewhole heart must be yielded, or the change can
never be wrought in us by which we are to be restored to
Hislikeness.

The warfare against self isthe greatest battle that was
ever fought. Theyielding of self, surrendering all to thewill
of God, requiresastruggle; but the soul must submit to God
before it can be renewed in holiness.

In giving ourselves to God, we must necessarily give
up al that would separate us from Him. There are those
who profess to serve God while they rely upon their own
efforts to obey His law, to form aright character and se-
cure salvation. Their hearts are not moved by any deep
sense of the love of Christ, but they seek to perform the
duties of the Christian life as that which God requires of
them in order to gain heaven. Such religion is worthless.

When Christ dwells in the heart, the soul will be so
filled with Hislove, with the joy of communion with Him,
that it will cleaveto Him; and in the contemplation of Him,
self will be forgotten. Love to Christ will be the spring of
action. Such do not ask for the lowest standard, but aim at
perfect conformity to the will of their Redeemer.

Doyoufee that itistoo great asacrificetoyield al to
Christ? Ask yourself the question, “What has Christ given
for me?’ The Son of God gave al - life and love and suf-
fering - for our redemption. And can it be that we, the
unworthy objects of so great love, will withhold our hearts
from Him? What do we give up, when we give al? A sin-
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polluted heart, for Jesus to purify, to cleanse by His own
blood, and to save by His matchless love. And yet men
think it hard to give up al! God does not require usto give
up anything that it is for our best interest to retain. In all
that He does, He hasthe well-being of Hischildrenin view.

Many areinquiring, “How am | to make the surrender
of myself to God?’ You desireto give yourself to Him, but
you areweak in moral power, in slavery to doubt, and con-
trolled by the habits of your life of sin. Your promises and
resolutions are like ropes of sand. You cannot control your
thoughts, your impulses, your affections. The knowledge
of your broken promises and forfeited pledges weakens
your confidence in your own sincerity, and causes you to
feel that God cannot accept you; but you need not despair.

What you need to understand is the true force of the
will. Thisisthe governing power in the nature of man, the
power of decision, or of choice. Everything dependson the
right action of thewill. The power of choice God hasgiven
to men; it is theirs to exercise. You cannot change your
heart, you cannot of yourself giveto God its affections; but
you can choose to serve Him. You can give Him your will;
Hewill then work inyou to will and to do according to His
good pleasure. Thusyour whole nature will be brought un-
der the control of the Spirit of Christ; your affections will
be centered upon Him, your thoughts will be in harmony
with Him.

Desires for goodness and holiness are right as far as
they go; but if you stop here, they will avail nothing. Many
will belost while hoping and desiring to be Christians. They
do not come to the point of yielding the will to God. They
do not now choose to be Christians.

Through theright exercise of thewill, an entire change
may bemadeinyour life. Youwill have strength from above
to hold you steadfast, and thus through constant surrender
to God you will beenabledto livethenew life, eventhelife
of faith.

As your conscience has been quickened by the Holy
Spirit, you have seen something of the evil of sin, of its
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power, its guilt, its woe; and you look upon it with abhor-
rence. It is peace that you need. You have confessed your
sins, and in heart put them away. You haveresolved to give
yourself to God. Now goto Him, and ask that Hewill wash
away your sins and give you a new heart.

Then believe that He does this because He has prom-
ised. The gift which God promises us, we must believe we
do receive, and it is ours. You are a sinner. You cannot
atone for your past sins; you cannot change your heart and
make yourself holy. But God promisesto do al thisfor you
through Christ. You believe that promise. You confessyour
sins and give yourself to God. You will to serve Him. Just
assurely asyou do this, God will fulfill HisWord to you. If
you believe the promise, - God supplies the fact. Do not
wait to feel that you are made whole, but say, “| believeit;
it isso, not because | fedl it, but because God promised.”

CHAPTER TWO
HOW CAN I REMAIN TRUE
TO OUR. SAVIOUR?

Jesus says, “ Therefore | say unto you, all things, what-
soever you ask when ye pray, believe that you shall re-
ceive; and they shall come unto Thee.” Mark 11:24. There
is a condition to this promise - that we pray according to
thewill of God. But it isthewill of God to cleanse usfrom
sin, to make us His children, and to enable usto live aholy
life. So we may ask for these blessings, and believe that
we receive them, and thank God that we have received
them.

Henceforth you are not your own; you are bought with
aprice. Through thissimple act of believing God, the Holy
Spirit has begotten anew lifein your heart. You areachild
born into the family of God, and He loves you asHe loves
His Son.
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Now that you have given yourself to Jesus, do not draw
back, do not take yourself away from Him, but day by day
say, “I am Christ’s; | have given myself to Him,” and ask
Him to give you His Spirit and keep you by His grace. As
itisby giving yourself to God, and believing Him, that you
become His child, so you areto livein Him.

Here is where thousands fail; they do not believe that
Jesus pardons them personally, individually. They do not
take God at HisWord. It isthe privilege of all who comply
with the conditions to know for themselves that pardon is
freely extended for every sin. Put away the suspicion that
God's promises are not meant for you. They are for every
repentant transgressor.

Look up, you that are doubting and trembling; for Jesus
livesto makeintercession for us. Thank God for the gift of
His dear Son.

“If then any bein Christ anew creature, the old things
are passed away, behold, all things are made new.” 2
Corinthians5:17.

A person may not be able to tell the exact time or
place, or trace al the chain of circumstances in this pro-
cess of conversion; but this does not prove him to be un-
converted. A change will be seen in the character, the hab-
its, the pursuits. The contrast will be clear and decided
between what they have been and what they have be-
come. Who has the heart? With whom are our thoughts?
Of whom do we love to converse? Who has our warmest
affections and our best energies? If we are Christ’s, our
thoughts are with Him. There is no evidence of genuine
repentance unless it works reformation. The loveliness of
the character of Christ will be seenin Hisfollowers. It was
Hisdelight to do the will of God.

Thereare two errors against which the children of God
especially need to guard: Thefirstisthat of lookingto their
ownworks, trusting to anything they can do, to bring them-
selvesinto harmony with God. All that man can do without
Christ ispolluted with selfishnessand sin. It isthe grace of
Christ alone, through faith, which can make us holy.
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The opposite and no less dangerous error is that belief
in Christ releases men from keeping the law of God; that
since by faith alone we become partakers of the grace of
Christ, our works have nothing to do with our redemption.

Obedience is the fruit of faith. Righteousness is de-
fined by the standard of God'’s holy law, as expressed in
the ten commandments (Exodus 20:3-20). That so-called
faith in Christ, which professes to release men from the
obligation of obedience to God is not faith, but presump-
tion. The condition of eternal lifeisnow just what it always
has been - just what it wasin paradise before thefall of our
first parents - perfect obedience to the law of God, perfect
righteousness. If eternal lifewere granted on any condition
short of this, then the happiness of the whole universewould
be imperiled. The way would be open for sin, with all its
train of woe and misery, to beimmortalized.

Christ changes the heart. He abides in your heart by
faith. You are to maintain this connection with Christ by
faith and the continual surrender of your will to Him; and
solong asyou dothis, Hewill work inyoutowill andto do
according to His good pleasure.

The closer you cometo Jesus, the more faulty you will
appear in your own eyes, for your vision will be clearer.
This is evidence that Satan’s delusions are losing their
power. No deep-seated love for Jesus can dwell in the
heart that does not realizeits own sinfulness. The soul that
istransformed by the grace of Christ will admire His char-
acter. A view of our sinfulness drives us to Him who can
pardon; and when the soul, reglizing its hel plessness, reaches
out after Christ, Hewill reveal Himself in power. The more
our sense of need drives usto Him and to the Word of God,
the more exalted views we shall have of His character,
and the more fully we shall reflect His image.

The change of heart by which we become children of
GodisintheBible spoken of ashirth. Againitiscompared
to the germination of the good seed sown by the husband-
man. It is God who brings the bud to bloom and the flower
to fruit. It is by His power that the seed develops.
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As the flower turns to the sun, that the bright beams
may aid in perfecting its beauty and symmetry, so should
we turn to the Sun of Righteousness, that heaven's light
may shine upon us, that our character may be developed
into the likeness of Christ.

Do you ask, “How am | to abide in Christ?’ In the
same way as you received Him at first. “As therefore you
have received Jesus Christ the Lord, walk ye in Him.”
Colossians 2:6. By faith you became Christ’s, and by faith
you areto grow up in Him - by giving and taking. You are
togiveall, - your heart, your will, your service - give your-
self to Him to obey all His requirements; and you must
takeall - Christ, thefullnessof al blessing, to abidein your
heart, to be your strength, your righteousness, your ever-
lasting helper - to give you power to obey.

Consecrate yourself to God in the morning; make this
your very first work. Let your prayer be, “Take me, O
Lord, aswholly Thine. I lay al my plans at Thy feet. Use
me today in Thy service. Abide with me, and let all my
work be wrought in Thee.” This is a daily matter. Each
morning consecrate yourself to God for that day. Surren-
der al your plansto Him, to be carried out or given up as
Hisprovidence shall indicate. Thusday by day you may be
giving your lifeinto the hands of God, and thusyour lifewill
be molded more and more after the life of Christ.

A lifein Christisalife of restfulness. There may beno
ecstasy of feeling, but there should be an abiding, peaceful
trust. When the mind dwells upon self, it is turned away
from Christ, the source of strength and life. Hence, it is
Satan’s constant effort to keep the attention diverted from
the Saviour and thus prevent the union and communion of
the soul with Christ.

When Christ took human nature upon Him, He bound
humanity to Himself by a tie of love that can never be
broken by any power, save the choice of man himself. Sa-
tanwill constantly present allurementsto induce usto break
thistie - to choose to separate ourselves from Christ. But
let us keep our eyes fixed upon Christ, and He will pre-
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serve us. Looking unto Jesus, we are safe. Nothing can
pluck us out of His hand. All that Christ was to the dis-
ciples, He desires to be to His children today.

Jesus prayed for us, and He asked that we might be
one with Him, even as He is one with the Father. What a
unionisthis! Thus, loving Him and abiding in Him, we shall
“grow up in Him who isthe head, even Christ.” Ephesians
4:15.

God is the source of life and light and joy to the uni-
verse. Wherever the life of God is in the hearts of men, it
will flow out to othersin love and blessing.

Our Saviour’sjoy wasin the uplifting and redemption
of fallen men. For this He counted not His life dear to
Himself, but endured the cross, despising the shame. When
the love of Christ is enshrined in the heart, like sweet fra-
grance it cannot be hidden. Love to Jesus will be mani-
fested in a desire to work as He worked for the blessing
and uplifting of humanity. It will lead to love, tenderness,
and sympathy toward all the creatures of our heavenly
Father’'s care. Those who are the partakers of the grace
of Christ will be ready to make any sacrifice, that others
for whom He died may share the heavenly gift. They will
do al they can to make the world better for their stay iniit.
This spirit is the sure outgrowth of a soul truly converted.
No sooner does one cometo Christ thanthereisborninhis
heart a desire to make known to others what a precious
friend he has found in Jesus. If we have tasted and seen
that the Lord is good, we shall have something to tell. We
shall seek to present to others the attractions of Christ and
the unseen realities of the world to come. Therewill be an
intensity of desireto follow in the path that Jesus trod.

And the effort to bless others will react in blessings
upon ourselves. Those who thus become participants in
labors of love are brought nearest to their Creator. The
spirit of unselfish labor for othersgivesdepth, stability, and
Christlikelovelinessto the character, and brings peace and
happiness to its possessor. Strength comes by exercise.
We need not go to heathen lands, or even |leave the narrow
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circleof thehome, if itistherethat our duty lies, in order to
work for Christ. With aloving spirit we may performlife’s
humblest duties “as to the Lord.” Colossians 3:23. If the
love of God isintheheart, it will be manifested in thelife.
You are not to wait for great occasions or to expect ex-
traordinary abilities before you go to work for God. The
humblest and poorest of the disciples of Jesus can be a
blessing to others.

Many are the ways in which God is seeking to make
Himself known to us and bring us into communion with
Him. If we will but listen, Nature speaks to our senses
without ceasing. God's created works will teach us pre-
cious lessons of obedience and trust.

No tears are shed that God does not notice. There is
no smile that He does not mark. If we would but fully be-
lievethis, all undue anxietieswould be dismissed. Our lives
would not be so filled with disappointment as now; for ev-
erything, whether great or small, would beleft inthe hands
of God.

God speaks to us through His providential works and
through the influence of His Spirit upon the heart. God
speaks to us in His Word. Here we have in clearer lines
the revelation of His character, of His dealings with men,
and the great work of redemption. Fill thewhole heart with
the words of God. They are the living water, quenching
your burning thirst. They aretheliving bread from heaven.

The theme of redemption is one that the angels desire
to look into; it will be the science and the song of the re-
deemed throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity. Isit not
worthy of careful thought and study now? Aswe meditate
upon the Saviour, therewill be ahungering and thirsting of
soul to become like Him whom we adore.

The Bible was written for the common people. The
great truths necessary for salvation are made as clear as
noonday. There is nothing more calculated to strengthen
the intellect than the study of the Scriptures. But there is
little benefit derived from ahasty reading of the Bible. One
passage studied, until its significance is clear to the mind
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anditsrelationto the plan of salvationisevident, isof more
value than the perusal of many chapters with no definite
purposein view and no positive instruction gained.

Keep your Bible with you. As you have opportunity,
read it; fix the textsin your memory.

We cannot obtai n wisdom without earnest attention and
prayerful study. Never should the Bible be studied without
prayer. Before opening its pages, we should ask for the
enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, and it will be given. An-
gelsfromtheworld of light will bewith thosewho in humil-
ity of heart seek for divine guidance. How must God es-
teem the human race, since He gave His Son to die for
them and appoints His Holy Spirit to be man’s teacher and
continual guide!

Through nature and revel ation, through His providence,
and by the influence of His Spirit, God speaks to us. But
these are not enough; we need also to pour out our hearts
to Him. In order to commune with God, we must have
something to say to Him concerning our actual life.

Prayer isthe opening of the heart to God asto afriend.
Not that it is necessary in order to make known to God
what we are, but in order to enable us to receive Him.
Prayer does not bring God down to us, but brings us up to
Him.

Our heavenly Father waits to bestow upon usthe full-
ness of His blessing. What a wonder it is that we pray so
little! God isready and willing to hear the sincere prayer of
the humblest of Hischildren. What can the angel s of heaven
think of poor helpless human beings, who are subject to
temptation, when God's heart of infinite love yearns to-
ward them, ready to give them more than they can ask or
think, and yet they pray so little and have so little faith?

The darkness of the evil one encloses those who ne-
glect to pray. The whispered temptations of the enemy en-
ticethemto sin; and it is all because they do not make use
of prayer. Yet prayer is the key in the hand of faith to
unlock heaven’'s storehouse, where are treasured the
boundless resources of Omnipotence.
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There are certain conditions upon which we may ex-
pect that God will hear and answer our prayers.

Oneisthat we feel our need of help from Him. If we
regard iniquity in our hearts, if we cling to any known sin,
the Lord will not hear us; but the prayer of the penitent,
contrite soul is aways accepted. When al known wrongs
arerighted, we may believe that God will answer our peti-
tions.

Another element of prevailing prayer is faith. When
our prayers seem not to be answered, we are to cling to
the promise; for the time of answering will surely come,
and we shall receive the blessing we need most. But to
claim that prayer will always be answered in the very way
and for the particular thing that we desire is presumption.

When we come to God in prayer, we should have a
spirit of love and forgivenessin our own hearts.

Perseverance in prayer has been made a condition of
receiving. We must pray alwaysif wewould grow in faith
and experience.

We should pray in the family circle, and above al we
must not neglect secret prayer, for this is the life of the
soul. Family or public prayer aloneisnot sufficient. Secret
prayer isto be heard only by the prayer-hearing God.

Thereisnotimeor placeinwhichitisinappropriateto
offer up a petition to God. In the crowds of the street, in
the midst of a business engagement, we may send up a
petition to God and plead for divine guidance.

Let the soul be drawn out and upward, that God may
grant us a breath of the heavenly atmosphere. We may
keep so near to God that in every unexpected trial our
thoughtswill turnto Him as naturally astheflower turnsto
the sun. Keep your wants, your joys, your Sorrows, your
cares, and your fears before God. You cannot burden Him;
you cannot weary Him. He is not indifferent to the wants
of Hischildren.

We sustain a loss when we neglect the privilege of
associating together to strengthen and encourage one an-
other in the service of God. If Christians would associate
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together, speaking to each other of the love of God and the
precious truths of redemption, their own hearts would be
refreshed and they would refresh one another.

We must gather about the cross. Christ and Him cruci-
fied should be the theme of contemplation, of conversation,
and of our most joyful emotion. We should keep in our
thoughts every blessing we receive from God, and when
werealize His great love we should be willing to trust ev-
erything to the hand that was nailed to the cross for us.

The soul may ascend nearer heaven on the wings of
praise. Aswe express our gratitude, we are approximating
to the worship of the heavenly hosts.

Many are at times troubled with the suggestions of
skepticism. God never asks us to believe, without giving
sufficient evidence upon which to base our faith. Disguise
it as they may, the real cause of doubt and skepticism, in
most cases, is the love of sin. We must have a sincere
desire to know the truth and awillingness of heart to obey
it.

This chapter was adapted from the book, Stepsto Christ.

“All you that thirst, come to the waters:
and you that have no money make haste,
buy, and eat: come ye, buy wine and milk
without money, and without price.”

— Isaias 55:1

“A faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners.”

—1 Timothy 1:15

“In all thy ways think on Him, and He shall
direct thy steps.”

— Proverbs 3:6
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THE PROPHECY
OF ST. SIMEON
TO THE
BLESSED VIRGIN

. Simeon, a prophet of God, entered the Temple
in Jerusalem astheinfant Jesuswas being dedicated.

Under theinspiration of God, St. Simeon took the
infant Christin Hisarmsand uttered aremarkablepre-
diction, part of which applied to the blessed Virgin
Mary. Here is the entire passage, as quoted in the
Rheims-Douai:

“And behold there was a man in Jerusalem named
Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost wasin him.

“And he had received an answer from the Holy Ghost,
that he shoul d not see death, before he had seen the Christ
of the Lord.

“And he came by the Spirit into thetemple. And when
his parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him ac-
cording to the custom of the law,

“Hea sotook himinto hisarms, and blessed God, and
said:

All Scripture quotations in this chapter are from the
Rheims-Douai, unless otherwise cited.
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“Now Thou dost dismiss Thy servant, O Lord, accord-
ingto Thy word in peace;

“Because my eyeshave seen Thy salvation,

“Which thou hast prepared before the face of all
peoples:

“A light to therevel ation of the Gentiles, and theglory
of Thy peoplelsradl.

“And his father and mother were wondering at those
things which were spoken concerning him.

“And Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His
mother: Behold this Child is set for the fall, and for the
resurrection of many in Israel, and for a sign which
shall be contradicted;

“And thy own soul a sword shall pierce, that, out of
many hearts, thoughts may be revealed.”—St. Luke
2:25-35 (Rheims-Douai).

For the sake of greater clarity, we will repeat the ac-
tual prophecy in another Church-approved version:
“And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His
mother, “Behold, this Child is set for the fall and rising
of many in Israel, and for asign that is spoken against.
“(and a sword will pierce through your own soul
also), that thoughts out of many hearts may be re-
vealed.”—St. Luke 2:34-35 (Revised Standard Version).

Let us consider thisimportant prophecy more closely.
Scripture quotationsin thefollowing comment will befrom
the Church-approved Revised Standard:

Spiritua thingsare spiritually discerned. In thetemple,
the Son of God was dedicated to the work He had come to
do. The priest looked upon Him as he would upon any other
child. But though he neither saw nor felt anything unusual,
God's act in giving His Son to the world was acknowl-
edged. This occasion did not pass without some recogni-
tion of Christ.

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name
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was Simeon, and thisman wasrighteousand devout, |ook-
ing for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was
upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit, that he should not see death, before he had seen
the Lord’s Christ.”—St. Luke 22:25-26.

As Simeon enters the Temple, he sees a family pre-
senting their first-born son before the priest. Their appear-
ance bespeaks poverty; but Simeon understands the warn-
ingsof the Spirit, and heisdeeply impressed that the infant
being presented to the L ord isthe Consolation of Israel, the
One he haslonged to see. To the astonished priest, Simeon
appearslike aman enraptured. The child has been returned
to Mary, and he takesit in hisarms and presentsit to God,
while ajoy that he has never beforefelt entershissoul. As
he lifts the infant Saviour toward heaven, he says.

“Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace,
according to Thy Word; for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation which Thou hast prepared in the presence of
all peoples, alight for revelation to the Gentiles, and for
glory to Thy people Israel.”—St. Luke 2:29-32.

The spirit of prophecy was upon this man of God; and,
while Joseph and Mary stood by, wondering at his words,
he blessed them, and said unto Mary:

“Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising of
many in Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against
(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also),
that thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed.”—
St. Luke 2:33-34.

Anna also, a prophetess, came in and confirmed
Simeon’s testimony concerning Christ. As Simeon spoke,
her face lighted up with the glory of God, and she poured
out her heartfelt thanks that she had been permitted to be-
hold Christ the Lord.

These humble worshipers had not studied the prophe-
cies in vain. But those who held positions as rulers and
priestsin Israel, though they too had before them the pre-
cious utterances of prophecy, were not walking in the way
of the Lord and their eyes were not open to behold the
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Light of life.

So it is still. Events upon which the attention of all
heaven is centered are undiscerned; their very occurrence
isunnoticed by religiousleaders and worshipersinthe house
of God. Men acknowledge Christ in history whilethey turn
away from the living Christ. Christ in HisWord calling to
self-sacrifice, in the poor and suffering who plead for re-
lief, in the righteous cause that involves poverty and toil
and reproach, is not more readily received today than He
was eighteen hundred years ago.

Mary pondered the broad and far-reaching prophecy
of Simeon. As she looked upon the child in her arms and
recalled the words spoken by the shepherds of Bethlehem,
shewasfull of grateful joy and bright hope. Simeon’swords
called to her mind the prophetic utterances of Isaias.

“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of His roots. And
the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
And Hisdelight shall bein thefear of theLord . . Righ-
teousness shall be the girdle of Hiswaist. . . The people
who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has
light shined . . For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given; and the government will be upon His shoulder,
and His name will be called “Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”—
Isaias 11:1-5; 9:2-6.

Yet Mary did not understand Christ’s mission. Simeon
had prophesied of Him asalight to lighten the Gentiles, as
well as aglory to Israel. Thus the angels had announced
the Saviour’sbirth astidings of joy to all peoples. God was
seeking to correct the narrow Jewish conception of the
Messiah’swork. He desired men to behold Him, not merely
asthedeliverer of |sragl, but asthe Redeemer of theworld.
Many years must pass before even the mother of Jesus
would understand Hismission.
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Mary looked forward to the Messiah’sreign on David's
throne, but she saw not the baptism of suffering by which it
must be won. Through Simeon it is revealed that the Mes-
siah isto have no unobstructed passage through the world.

The words are then spoken to Mary,

“A sword will pierce through your own soul also.” —

St. Luke 2:35.

In those words, God in His tender mercy givesto the
mother of Jesus an intimation of the anguish that already
for His sake she had begun to bear.

“Behold,” Simeon had said, ‘this Child is set for the
fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is
spoken against.”—St. Luke 2:34.

We must fall upon the Rock and be broken before we
can be uplifted in Christ. Self must be dethroned, pride
must be humbled, if we would know the glory of the spiri-
tual kingdom. The Jews would not accept the honor that is
reached through humiliation. Therefore they would not re-
ceive their Redeemer. He was a sign that was spoken
against.

“That thoughts out of many hearts may be re-
vealed.”—St. Luke 2:35.

Inthelight of the Saviour’slife, the hearts of all, even
from the Creator to the prince of darkness, are revealed.
Satan has represented God as selfish and oppressive, as
claiming al and giving nothing, as requiring the service of
His creatures for His own glory and making no sacrifice
for their good. But the gift of Christ reveals the Father’s
heart. It testifies that the thoughts of God toward us are
“thoughts of peace, and not of affliction.” Jeremias 29:11.

It declares that while God's hatred of sin is as strong
as death, His love for the sinner is stronger than death.
Having undertaken our redemption, He will spare nothing,
however dear, which is necessary to the completion of His
work. No truth essential to our salvation is withheld, no
miracle of mercy is neglected, no divine agency isleft un-
employed. Favor is heaped upon favor, gift upon gift.

Thewholetreasury of heavenisopento those He seeks
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to save. Having collected the riches of the universe, and
laid open the resources of infinite power, He givesthem all
into the hands of Christ, and says, All these are for man.
Usethese giftsto convince him that thereisno love greater
than Mine in earth or heaven. His greatest happiness will
befoundinloving Me.

Atthecrossof Calvary, love and selfishness stood face
to face. Here wastheir crowning manifestation. Christ had
lived only to comfort and bless; and, in putting Him to death,
Satan manifested the malignity of his hatred against God.
He made it evident that the real purpose of his rebellion
was to dethrone God and to destroy Him through whom
the love of God was shown.

By thelife and the death of Christ, the thoughts of men
also are brought to view. From the manger to the cross, the
life of Jesus was a call to self-surrender and to fellowship
in suffering. It unveiled the purposes of men. Jesus came
with the truth of heaven, and all who were listening to the
voice of the Holy Spirit were drawn to Him. The worship-
ers of self belonged to Satan’s kingdom. In their attitude
toward Christ, all would show on which side they stood.
And thus everyone passes judgment on himself (adapted
from Desire of Ages, 55-57).

“Take up My yoke upon you, and learn of
Me, because | am meek, and humble in
heart: and you shall find rest to your souls.”

— St. Matthew 11:29

“Being confident of this very thing, that He,
who hath begun a good work in you, will
perfect it unto the day of Christ Jesus.”

— Philippians 1:6
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THE LETTERS
OF
ST. PETER

. Peter, acknowledged by the faithful as one of
the most important leaders of the early Church, sent
by special courier two very important messages to the
churches. Theselettersweresent not only totheleaders
but also to the members. They contain valuable coun-
sel for ustoday. After all these centuries, thisisall that
Peter wrotethat we havetoday; nothing else!

Should we listen to and heed the words of St. Pe-
ter? Yes, we should.

INTRODUCTION

St. Peter was born Simon, the son of Jona (also called
Jonah). His home was in Bethsaida, a town on the Sea of
Gadlillee. The Apostle Andrew was St. Peter’s brother. Itis
believed that he may have been living closer to Capernaum
when Jesus called him to the ministry.

In later years, it isthought that St. Peter went to Rome
where, at his own request, he was crucified with his head
downward. Itislikely that he waskilled, between A.D. 64
and 68, during the persecutions of the Emperor Nero

During his ministry, St. Peter wrote two important | et-
ters to the the people of God. The Church considers these
documents of extreme importance, and you will want to
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read them carefully. They are filled with deep spiritual in-
sights into the love of God, the sacrifice of our Lord, and
how to go to our Lord for forgiveness of sin, how to trust
and obey His Word.

Commenting on the two letters of St. Peter, we are
told:

“They assuredly contain the doctrine of St. Peter . .
Their content gives a doctrinal background to our super-
natural knowledge of Christ and the promises He gave.” —
The Catholic Encyclopedia, p. 474.

Here are these two very important letters, penned by
St. Peter himself:

They arethe only written materials by St. Peter which
exist, sothey are considered extremely important.

CHAPTER ONE
OF THE FIRST LETTER OF ST. PETER

1. Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers
dispersed through Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia, elect,

2. According to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
unto the sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you and
peace be multiplied.

3. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who according to His great mercy hath regener-
ated us unto a lively hope, by the ressurection of Jesus
Christ from the dead,

4. Unto an inheritanceincorruptible, and undefiled, and
that can not fade, reserved in heaven for you,

5. Who, by the power of God, are kept by faith unto
salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time.

6. Wherein you shall greatly rejoice, if now you must
befor alittle time made sorrowful in diverstemptation:

7. That the trial of your faith (much more precious
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than gold which is tried by the fire) may be found unto
praise and glory and honour at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

8. Whom having not seen, you love: in whom also now,
though you see Him not, you believe: and believing shall
rejoicewith joy unspeakable and glorified;

9. Recieving the end of your faith, even the salvation
of your souls.

10. Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and
diligently searched, who prophesied of the grace to come
inyou.

11. Searching what or what manner of time the Spirit
of Christ inthem did signify: when it foretold those suffer-
ingsthat arein Christ, and the glories that should follow.

12. To whom it was revealed, that not to themselves,
but to you they ministered those things which are now de-
clared to you by them that have preached the gospel to
you, the Holy Ghost being sent down from heaven, on whom
the angels desire to look.

13. Wherefore having the loins of your mind girt up,
being sober, trust perfectly in the grace which is offered
you in the revelation of Jesus Christ,

14. Aschildren of obedience, not fashioned according
to the former desires of your ignorance:

15. But according to Him that hath called you, who is
holy, beyou alsoin al manner of conversation holy:

16. Because it is written: You shall be holy, for | am
holy.

17. Andif you invoke as Father Him who, without re-
spect of persons, judgeth according to every one's work:
converse in fear during the time of your sojourning here.

18. Knowing that you were not redeemed with cor-
ruptible things as gold or silver, from your vain conversa-
tion of the tradition of your fathers:

19. But with the precious blood of Christ, as of alamb
unspotted and undefiled,

20. Foreknown indeed before the foundation of the
world, but manifested in the last timesfor you,

21. Who through Him are faithful in God, who raised
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Him up from the dead, and hath given Him glory, that your
faith and hope might bein God.

22. Purifying your souls in the obedience of charity,
with a brotherly love, from a sincere heart love one an-
other earnestly:

23. Being born again not of corruptible seed, but incor-
ruptible, by theWord of God who liveth and remaineth for
ever.

24. For all fleshisasgrass: and al the glory thereof as
the flower of grass. The grass is withered, and the flower
thereof is fallen away.

25. But the Word of the Lord endureth for ever. And
this is the Word which by the gospel has been preached
unto you.

CHAPTER TWO
OF THE FIRST LETTER OF ST. PETER

1. Whereforelaying away al malice, and all guile, and
dissimulations, and envies, and all detractions,

2. As newborn babes, desire the rational milk without
guile, that thereby you may grow unto salvation:

3. If so be you have tasted that the Lord is sweet.

4. Unto whom coming, as to a living stone, rejected
indeed by men, but chosen and made honourable by God.

5. Beyou asoasliving stonesbuilt up, aspiritual house,
a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, accept-
able to God by Jesus Christ.

6. Whereforeit issaid in the Scripture: Behold, | lay in
Sion achief corner stone, elect, precious. And hethat shall
believein Him, shall not be confounded.

7. To you therefore that believe, He is honour: but to
them that believe not, the stone which the buildersrejected,
the same is made the head of the corner:

8. And a stone of stumbling, and arock of scandal, to
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them who stumble at the Word, neither do believe, where-
unto also they are set.

9. But you are a chosen generation, a kingly priest-
hood, a holy nation, a purchased people: that you may de-
clare Hisvirtues, who hath called you out of darknessinto
Hismarvellouslight:

10. Who in time past were not a people: but are now
the people of God. Who had not obtained mercy; but now
have obtained mercy.

11. Dearly beloved, | beseech you as strangers and
pilgrims, to refrain yourselves from carnal desires which
war against the soul,

12. Having your conversation good among the Gen-
tiles: that whereas they speak against you as evil doers,
they may, by the good works, which they shall behold in
you, glory God intheday of visitation.

13. Be ye subject therefore to every human creature
for God's sake: whether it be to the king as excelling;

14. Or to governors as sent by Him for the punishment
of evildoers, and for the praise of the good.

15. For so is the will of God, that by doing well you
may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:

16. Asfree, and not as making liberty a cloak for mal-
ice, but as the servants of God.

17. Honour al men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God.
Honour the King.

18. Servants, be subject to your master with all fear,
not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.

19. For thisis thankworthy, if for conscience towards
God, aman endure sorrows, suffering wrongfully.

20. For what glory isit, if committing sin, and being
buffeted for it, you endure: But if doing well you suffer
patiently; thisis praiseworthy before God.

21. For unto this are you called: because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving you an example that you should
follow His steps.

22. Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His
mouth.
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23. Who, when He was reviled, did not revile: when
He suffered, He threated not: but delivered Himself to him
that judged Him unjustly.

24. Who His own self bore our sinsin His body upon
the tree: that we, being dead to sins, should liveto justice:
by whose stripes you were heal ed.

25. For you were as sheep going astray; but you are
now converted to the shepherd and bishop of your souls.

CHAPTER THREE
OF THE FIRST LETTER OF ST. PETER

1. In like manner also let wives be subject to their
husbands: that if any believe not the Word, they may be
won without theWord, by the conversation of the wives.

2. Considering your chaste conversation with fear.

3. Whose adorning let it not be the outward plaiting of
the hair, or thewearing of gold, or the putting on of apparel:

4. But the hidden man of the heart in the incorruptibil-
ity of aquiet and ameek spirit, which isrich in the sight of
God.

5. For after this manner heretofore the holy women
also, whotrusted in God, adorned themselves, being in sub-
jection to their own husbands:

6. As Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose
daughter you are, doing well, and not fearing any distur-
bance.

7. Ye husbands, likewise dwelling with them accord-
ing to knowledge, giving honour to the female as to the
weaker vessel, and as to the co-heirs of the grace of life:
that your prayers be not hindered.

8. Andinfine, beye al of one mind, having compas-
sion one of another, being lovers of the brotherhood, merci-
ful, modest, and humble.

9. Not rendering evil for evil, nor railing for railing, but
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contrariwise, blessing: for unto thisareyou called, that you
may inherit ablessing.

10. For hethat will lovelife, and see good days, let him
refrain histongue from evil, and hislipsthat they speak no
guile.

11. Let himdeclinefrom evil, and do good: let him seek
after peace and pursue it:

12. Because the eyes of the Lord are upon the just,
and His ears unto their prayers. but the countenance of the
Lord isupon them that do evil things.

13. And who is he that can hurt you, if you be zealous
of good?

14. But if also you suffer any thing for justice’ sake,
blessed are ye. And be not afraid of their fear, and be not
troubled.

15. But santify the Lord Christ in you hearts, being
ready alwaysto satisfy every one that asketh you areason
of the hopewhichisinyou.

16. But with modesty and fear, having a good con-
science: that whereas they speak evil of you, they may be
ashamed who falsely accuse your good conversation in
Christ.

17. For it is better doing well (if such be the will of
God) to suffer, than doingiill.

18. Because Christ also died oncefor our sins, thejust,
for the unjust: that He might offer us to God, being put to
death indeed in the flesh, but enlivened in the spirit,

19. In which also coming He preached to those spirits
that were in prison:

20. Which had been sometimeincredul ous, when they
waited for the patience of God in the days of Noe, when
the ark was in building: wherein afew, that is eight souls,
were saved by water.

21. Whereunto baptism being of the like form, now
saveth you also: not the putting away of the filth of the
flesh, but the examination of a good conscience towards
God by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

22. Whoisontheright hand of God, swallowing down
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death, that we might be made heirs of life everlasting: being
goneinto heaven, the angels and powers and virtues being
made subject to Him.

CHAPTER FOUR
OF THE FIRST LETTER OF ST. PETER

1. Christ therefore having suffered in the flesh, be you
also armed with the same thought: for he that hath suf-
fered in the flesh, hath ceased from sins.

2. That now, he may live the rest of histime in the
flesh, not after the desires of men, but according to thewill
of God.

3. For the time past is sufficient to have fulfilled the
will of the Gentiles for them who have walked in riotous-
ness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and un-
lawful worshipping of idols.

4. Wherein they think it strange, that you run not with
them into the same confusion of riotousness, speaking evil
of you.

5. Who shall render account to Him, who is ready to
judge theliving and the dead.

6. For, for this cause was the gospel preached also to
the dead: that they might be judged indeed according to
men, in the flesh; but may live according to God, in the
Spirit.

7. But the end of all is at hand. Be prudent therefore,
and watch in prayers.

8. But before al things have a constant mutual charity
among yourselves: for charity covereth amultitude of sins.

9. Using hospitality one towards ancther, without mur-
muring,

10. Asevery man hath received grace, ministering the
same one to another: as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God.

11. If any man speak, let him speak, as the words of
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God. If any man minister, let him do it, as of the power,
which God administereth: that in all things God may be
honoured through Jesus Christ: to whom is glory and em-
pire for ever and ever. Amen.

12. Dearly beloved, think not strange the burning heat
whichisto try you, asif some new thing happened to you;

13. But if you partake of the sufferings of Chrigt, re-
joice that when His glory shall be revealed, you may also
be glad with exceeding joy.

14. If you be reproached for the name of Christ, you
shall be blessed: for that which is of the honour, glory, and
power of God, and that which His Spirit, resteth upon you.

15. But let none of you suffer asamurderer, or athief,
or arailer, or a coveter of other men’s things.

16. But if asaChristian, let him not be ashamed, but | et
him glorify God in that name.

17. For the time is, that judgment should begin at the
house of God. And if first at us, what shall be the end of
them that believe not the gospel of God?

18. And if the just man shall scarcely be saved, where
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?

19. Wherefore let them aso that suffer according to
the will of God, commend their soulsin good deedsto the
faithful Creator.

CHAPTER FIVE
OF THE FIRST LETTER OF ST. PETER

1.The ancients therefore that are among you, | be-
seech, who am myself also an ancient, and awitness of the
sufferings of Christ: as also a partaker of that glory which
isto be revealed in time to come.

2. Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking
careof it, not by constraint, but willingly, according to God:
not for filthy lucre's sake, but voluntarily:

3. Neither aslording it over the clergy, but being made
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a pattern of the flock from the heart.

4. And when the prince of pastors shall appear, you
shall receive a never fading crown of glory.

5. In like manner, ye young men, be subject to the an-
cients. And do you all insinuate humility oneto another, for
God resisteth the proud, but to the bumble He giveth grace.

6. Be you humbled therefore under the mighty hand
of God, that He may exalt you in the time of visitation:

7. Casting al your care upon Him, for He hath care of
you.

8. Be sober and watch: because your adversary the
devil, asaroaring lion, goeth about seeking whom he may
devour.

9. Whom resist ye, strong in faith: knowing that the
same affliction befalls your brethren who arein the world.

10. But the God of al grace, who hath called us unto
Hiseternal glory in Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a
little, will Himself perfect you, and confirm you, and estab-
lishyou.

11. To Him be glory and empire for ever and ever.
Amen.

12. By Sylvanus, afaithful brother unto you, as| think,
| havewritten briefly: beseeching and testifying that thisis
the true grace of God, wherein you stand.

13. Thechurchthat isin Babylon, el ected together with
you, saluteth you: for so doth my son Mark.

14. Salute one another with aholy kiss. Grace beto all
you, who are in Christ Jesus. Amen.

CHAPTER ONE
OF THE SECOND LETTER OF ST. PETER

1. Simon Peter, servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to
them that have obtained equal faith with usin thejustice of
our God and Saviour Jesus Christ.

2. Grace to you and peace be accomplished in the
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knowledge of God and of Christ Jesus our Lord:

3. Asall thingsof Hisdivine power which appertainto
life and godliness, are given us, through the knowledge of
Him who hath called us by His own proper glory and vir-
tue.

4. By whom He hath given us most great and pre-
cious promises: that by these you may be made partakers
of the divine nature: flying the corruption of that concu-
piscence which isin the world.

5. And you, employing all care, minister in your faith,
virtue; and in virtue, knowledge;

6. And in knowledge, abstinence; and in abstinence,
patience; and in patience, godliness;

7. And in godliness, love of brotherhood; and in love
of brotherhood, charity.

8. For if these things be with you and abound, they will
make you to be neither empty nor unfruitful in the know!-
edge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9. For hethat hath not these things with him, is blind,
and groping, having forgotten that he was purged from his
oldsins.

10. Wherefore, brethren, |abour the more, that by good
works you may make sure your calling and election. For
doing these things, you shall not sin at any time.

11. For so an entrance shall be ministered to you abun-
dantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ.

12. For which cause | will begin to put you alwaysin
remembrance of thesethings. though indeed you know them,
and are confirmed in the present truth.

13. But | think it meet aslong as | am in this taber-
nacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance.

14. Being assured that the laying away of this my tab-
ernacleis at hand, according as our Lord Jesus Christ al'so
hath signified to me.

15. And | will endeavour, that you frequently have af-
ter my decease, whereby you may keep amemory of these
things.
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16. For we have not by following artificial fables, made
known to you the power, and presence of our Lord Jesus
Christ; but we were eyewitnesses of His greatness.

17. For He received from God the Father, honour and
glory: this voice coming down to Him from the excellent
glory: ThisisMy beloved Son, inwhom | amwell pleased;
hear ye Him.

18. And thisvoicewe heard brought from heaven, when
we were with Him in the holy mount.

19. And we have the more firm prophetical Word:
whereunto you do well to attend, asto alight that shinethin
adark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arisein
your hearts:

20. Understanding thisfirst, that no prophecy of Scrip-
ture is made by private interpretation.

21. For prophecy came not by the will of man at any
time: but the holy men of God spoke, inspired by the Holy

Spirit.

CHAPTER TWO
OF THE SECOND LETTER OF ST. PETER

1. But there were al so fal se prophets among the people,
even asthere shall be among you lying teachers, who shall
bring in sects of perdition, and deny the Lord who brought
them: bringing upon themsel ves swift destruction.

2. And many shall follow their riotousnesses, through
whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.

3. And through covetousness shall they with feigned
words make merchandise of you. Whose judgment now of
a long time lingereth not, and their perdition slumbereth
not.

4. For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but
delivered them, drawn down by infernal ropesto the lower
hell, unto torments, to be reserved unto judgment:

5. And spared not the original world, but preserved
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Noe, the eighth person, the preacher of justice, bringingin
the flood upon the world of the ungodly.

6. And reducing the cities of the Sodomites, and of the
Gomorrhites, unto ashes, condemned them to be over-
thrown, making them an exampleto those that should after
act wickedly.

7. And delivered just Lot, oppressed by the injustice
and lewd conversation of the wicked.

8. For insight and hearing he wasjust: dwelling among
them, who from day to day vexed the just soul with unjust
works.

9. The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly from
temptation, but to reserve the unjust unto the day of judjment
to be tormented.

10. And especially them who walk after the flesh in
thelust of uncleanness, and despise government, audacious,
self willed, they fear not to bring in sects, blaspheming.

11. Whereas angels who are greater in strength and
power, bring not against themselves arailing judgment.

12. But these men, asirrational beasts, naturally tend-
ing to the snare and to destruction, blaspheming thosethings
which they know not, shall perishintheir corruption,

13. Receiving the reward of their injustice, counting
for pleasurethe delights of aday: stainsand spots, sporting
themselves to excess, rioting in their feasts with you:

14. Having eyesfull of adultery and of sin that ceaseth
not: alluring unstable souls, having their heart exercised with
covetousness, children of malediction:

15. Leaving the right way they have gone astray, hav-
ing followed the way of Balaam of Bosor, who loved the
wages of iniquity,

16. But had a check of his madness, the dumb beast
used to the yoke, which speaking with man’s voice, for-
bade the folly of the prophet.

17. Thesearefountainswithout water and cloudstossed
with whirlwinds, to whom the mist of darknessisreserved.

18. For, speaking proud words of vanity, they allure by
thedesiresof fleshly riotousness, thosewhofor alittlewhile
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escape, such as conversein error:

19. Promising them liberty, whereas they themselves
are the slaves of corruption. For by whom a man is over-
come, of the same aso heisthe slave.

20. For if, flying from the pollutions of theworld, through
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they
be again entangled in them and overcome: their latter state
is become unto them worse than than the former.

21. For it had been better for them not to have known
the way of justice, than after they have known it, to turn
back from the commandment which was delivered onto
them.

22. For, that of the true proverb has happened to them:
The dog is returned to his vomit: and, The sow that was
washed, to her wallowing in the mire.

CHAPTER THREE
OF THE SECOND LETTER OF ST. PETER

1. Behold this second epistle | writeto you, my dearly
beloved, inwhich | stir up by way of admonition your sin-
ceremind:

2. That you may be mindful of those words which |
told you beforefrom the holy prophets, and of your apostles,
of the precepts of the Lord and Saviour.

3. Knowing this first, that in the last days there shall
come deceitful scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

4. Saying: Where is His promise or His coming? for
since the time that the fathers slept, all things continue as
they were from the beginning of the creation.

5. For thisthey are wilfully ignorant of, that the heav-
ens were before, and the earth out of water, and through
water, consisting by the Word of God.

6. Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed
with water, perished.

7. But the heavens and the earth which are now, by the
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same Word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the
day of judgment and perdition of the ungodly men.

8. But of this one thing be not ignorant, my beloved,
that one day with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day.

9. The Lord delayeth not His promise as some imag-
ine, but deal eth patiently for your sake, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should return to penance.

10. But the day of the Lord shall come as a thief, in
which the heavens shall pass away with great violence,
and the elements shall be melted with heat, and the earth
and the works which areinit, shall be burnt up.

11. Seeing then that all these thingsare to be dissolved,
what manner of people ought you to be in holy conversa-
tion and godliness?

12. Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day
of the Lord, by which the heavens being on fire shall be
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with the burning heat?

13. But we look for new heavens and a new earth
according to His promises, in which justice dwelleth.

14. Wherefore, dearly beloved, waiting for thesethings,
be diligent that you may be found before Him unspotted
and blameless in peace.

15. And account the longsuffering of our Lord, salve-
tion; as also our most dear brother Paul, according to the
wisdom given him, hath written to you:

16. Asasoinall hisepistles, speaking in them of these
things; in which are certain things hard to be understood,
which the unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also
the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.

17. You therefore, brethren, knowing these things be-
fore, take heed, lest being led aside by the error of the
unwise, you fall from your own steadfastness.

18. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now
and unto the day of eternity. Amen.
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- PART FIVE -

THE ORIGIN
OF EVIL

IMPORTANT TRUTHS
ABOUT THE
ORIGIN, NATURE, AND DESTINY
OF SIN AND SATAN.
THE PROBLEM OF SIN
IS NOT GOD’S FAULT.
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THE ORIGIN
OF EVIL

How DID evil begin? Why IS there sin anyway?
Hereistheremarkablestory of how sin began.

Although surrounded by continual selflessness,
something happened. What could turn an angel of light
into a devil—and do it right in the middle of heaven?
You will here learn why our Blessed Saviour had to
wait—and thewonder ful futurein storefor Hisearthly
children—because Hedid.

To many minds, the origin of sin and the reason for its
existence are a source of great perplexity. They see the
work of evil, withitsterrible results of woe and desol ation,
and they question how all this can exist under the sover-
eignty of One who isinfinite in wisdom, in power, and in
love. Hereisamystery, of which they find no explanation.
Andintheir uncertainty and doubt, they are blinded to truths
plainly revealed in God’s Word, and essential to salvation.

There are those who, in their inquiries concerning the
existence of sin, endeavor to search into that which God
has never revealed; hence they find no solution of their
difficulties; and such as are actuated by a disposition to
doubt and cavil, seize upon this as an excuse for rejecting
the words of Holy Writ.

All scriptures in this chapter are from Church-autho-
rized versions. Unless otherwise noted, the Rheims-Douai
isquoted.
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Others, however, fail of asatisfactory understanding of
the great problem of evil, from the fact that tradition and
misinterpretation have obscured the teaching of the Bible
concerning the character of God, the nature of His govern-
ment, and the principles of Hisdealing with sin.

Itisimpossibleto so explaintheoriginof sinasto give
areason for its existence. Yet enough may be understood
concerning both the origin and thefinal disposition of sin, to
fully make manifest the justice and benevolence of God in
al Hisdealingswith evil.

Nothing is more plainly taught in Scripture than that
God wasin nowiseresponsiblefor the entrance of sin; that
therewas no arbitrary withdrawal of divine grace, no defi-
ciency inthe divine government, that gave occasion for the
uprising of rebellion.

Sin is an intruder, for whose presence no reason can
be given. Itismysterious, unaccountable; to excuseit, isto
defend it. Could excuse for it be found, or cause be shown
for its existence, it would cease to be sin. Our only defini-
tion of sinisthat given inthe Word of God,; itis“thetrans-
gression of the law;” it is the outworking of a principle at
war with the great law of love which is the foundation of
the divine government.

Before the entrance of evil, there was peace and joy
throughout the universe. All was in perfect harmony with
the Creator’s will. Love for God was supreme, love for
one another impartial. Christ the Word, the only begotten
of God, was one with the eternal Father,—onein nature, in
character, and in purpose,—the only being in al the uni-
versethat could enter into all the counsels and purposes of
God.

By Christ, the Father wrought in the creation of al
heavenly beings. “For in Him were all things created in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones,
or dominations, [dominions], or principalities, or powers.”
(Colossians 1:16) and to Christ, equally with the Father, all
Heaven gave alegiance.
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The law of love being the foundation of the govern-
ment of God, the happiness of all created beings depended
upon their perfect accord with its great principles of righ-
teousness. God desires from all His creatures the service
of love,—homage that springsfrom anintelligent apprecia-
tion of His character. He takes no pleasure in a forced
alegiance, and to all He grants freedom of will, that they
may render Him voluntary service.

But there was one that chose to pervert this freedom.
Sin originated with him, who, next to Christ, had been most
honored of God, and who stood highest in power and glory
among the inhabitants of Heaven.

Before hisfall, Lucifer wasfirst of the covering cher-
ubs, holy and undefiled. “You were the signet of perfec-
tion, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in
Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your
covering.” “An annointed guardian cherub | placed you;
you were on the holy mountain of God; in the midst of the
stones of fire you walked. You were blameless in your
waysfrom the day you were created, till iniquity wasfound
inyou.” Ezekiel 28:11-15, R.S.V.

Lucifer might have remained in favor with God, be-
loved and honored by all the angelic host, exercising his
noble powersto bless others and to glorify hisMaker. But,
saysthe prophet, “Thy heart waslifted up with thy beauty:
thou hast lost thy wisdom in thy beauty.” Ezechiel 28:17.
Little by little, Lucifer came to indulge a desire for self-
exaltation. “Because you consider yourselves aswise as a
god.” “You saidinyour heart, | will ascend to heaven: above
the stars of God. | will set my throne on high; | will sit on
the mount of assembly in the far north. | will ascend above
the heights of the clouds, | will make myself like the Most
High.” Ezekiel 28:6; Isaiah 14:13-14, R.S.V.

Instead of seeking to make God supreme in the affec-
tions and allegiance of His creatures, it was Lucifer’s en-
deavor to win their service and homage to himself. And,
coveting the honor which theinfinite Father had bestowed
upon His Son, this prince of angels aspired to power which
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it was the prerogative of Christ alone to wield.

All Heaven had rejoiced to reflect the Creator’s glory
and to show forth His praise. And while God was thus
honored, all had been peace and gladness. But a note of
discord now marred the celestial harmonies. The service
and exaltation of self, contrary to the Creator’s plan, awak-
ened forebodingsof evil in mindsto whom God’sglory was
supreme. The heavenly councils pleaded with Lucifer.

The Son of God presented before him the greatness,
the goodness, and the justice of the Creator, and the sa-
cred, unchanging nature of His law. God Himself had es-
tablished the order of Heaven; and in departing from it,
Lucifer would dishonor hisMaker, and bring ruin upon him-
self. But thewarning, givenininfinitelove and mercy, only
aroused a spirit of resistance. Lucifer allowed jealousy of
Christ to prevail, and he became the more determined.

Pride in his own glory nourished the desire for su-
premacy. The high honors conferred upon Lucifer were
not appreciated asthe gift of God, and called forth no grati-
tudeto the Creator. Hegloried in his brightness and exalta-
tion, and aspired to be equal with God. He was beloved
and reverenced by the heavenly host. Angels delighted to
execute his commands, and he was clothed with wisdom
and glory abovethem all.

Yet the Son of God was the acknowledged sovereign
of Heaven, one in power and authority with the Father. In
al the counsels of God, Christ was a participant, while Lu-
cifer was not permitted thus to enter into the divine pur-
poses. “Why,” questioned thismighty angel, “ should Christ
have the supremacy? Why is He thus honored above L uci-
fer?”

Leaving his place in the immediate presence of God,
Lucifer went forth to diffuse the spirit of discontent among
the angels. Working with mysterious secrecy, and for a
time concealing his real purpose under an appearance of
reverence for God, he endeavored to excite dissatisfaction
concerning the laws that governed heavenly beings, inti-
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mating that they imposed an unnecessary restraint.

Since their natures were holy, he urged that the angels
should obey the dictates of their own will. He sought to
create sympathy for himself, by representing that God had
dealt unjustly with him in bestowing supreme honor upon
Christ. He claimed that in aspiring to greater power and
honor hewas not aiming at self-exaltation, but was seeking
to secure liberty for all the inhabitants of Heaven, that by
this means they might attain to a higher state of existence.

God, in His great mercy, bore long with Lucifer. He
was not immediately degraded from hisexalted station when
hefirst indulged the spirit of discontent, nor even when he
began to present his false claims before the loyal angels.
Long was he retained in Heaven. Again and again he was
offered pardon, on condition of repentance and submis-
sion. Such efforts as only infinite love and wisdom could
devise, were made to convince him of his error.

The spirit of discontent had never before been known
in Heaven. Lucifer himself did not at first see whither he
was drifting; he did not understand the real nature of his
feelings. But as his dissatisfaction was proved to be with-
out cause, Lucifer was convinced that hewasin thewrong,
that the divine claims were just, and that he ought to ac-
knowledge them as such before al Heaven. Had he done
this, he might have saved himself and many angels. He had
not at thistime fully cast off his allegiance to God.

Though he had forsaken his position ascovering cherub,
yet if he had been willing to return to God, acknowledging
the Creator’s wisdom, and satisfied to fill the place ap-
pointed him in God’s great plan, he would have been re-
instated in his office. But pride forbade him to submit. He
persistently defended his own course, maintained that he
had no need of repentance, and fully committed himself, in
the great controversy, against his Maker.

All the powers of his master mind were now bent to
the work of deception, to secure the sympathy of the an-
gels that had been under his command. Even the fact that



134 THE MAGNIFICAT

Christ had warned and counseled him, was perverted to
serve his traitorous designs. To those whose loving trust
bound them most closely to him, Satan had represented
that he was wrongly judged, that his position was not re-
spected, and that his liberty was to be abridged.

From misrepresentation of the words of Christ, he
passed to prevarication and direct falsehood, accusing the
Son of God of adesign to humiliate him before the inhabi-
tants of Heaven. He sought also to make a false issue
between himself and the loyal angels. All whom he could
not subvert and bring fully to his side, he accused of indif-
ference to the interests of heavenly beings.

Thevery work which he himself was doing, he charged
upon those who remained true to God. And to sustain his
charge of God's injustice toward him, he resorted to mis-
representation of the words and acts of the Creator. It was
hispolicy to perplex the angel s with subtle arguments con-
cerning the purposes of God. Everything that was ssmple
he shrouded in mystery, and by artful perversion cast doubt
upon the plainest statements of Jehovah. Hishigh position,
in such close connection with the divine administration, gave
greater force to his representations, and many were in-
duced to unite with him in rebellion against Heaven's au-
thority.

God in His wisdom permitted Satan to carry forward
hiswork, until the spirit of disaffection ripened into active
revolt. It was necessary for hisplansto befully developed,
that their true nature and tendency might be seen by all.
Lucifer, as the anointed cherub, had been highly exalted;
he was greatly loved by the heavenly beings, and hisinflu-
ence over them was strong.

God'sgovernment included not only the inhabitants of
Heaven, but of all the worlds that He had created; and
Satan thought that if he could carry the angels of Heaven
with himinrebellion, he could carry a so the other worlds.
He had artfully presented his side of the question, employ-
ing sophistry and fraud to secure his objects. His power to
deceivewasvery great, and by disguising himself in acloak
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of falsehood he had gained an advantage. Even the loyal
angels could not fully discern his character, or see to what
his work was leading.

Satan had been so highly honored, and all hisactswere
so clothed with mystery, that it was difficult to disclose to
the angels the true nature of his work. Until fully devel-
oped, sinwould not appear the evil thing it was. Heretofore
it had had no placein the universe of God, and holy beings
had no conception of its nature and malignity. They could
not discern theterrible consequencesthat would result from
setting aside the divine law.

Satan had, at first, concealed his work under a spe-
cious profession of loyalty to God. He claimed to be seek-
ing to promote the honor of God, the stability of His gov-
ernment, and the good of al the inhabitants of Heaven.
Whileinstilling discontent into the minds of the angels un-
der him, he had artfully made it appear that he was seeking
to remove dissatisfaction. When he urged that changes be
made in the order and laws of God's government, it was
under the pretense that these were necessary in order to
preserve harmony in Heaven.

In his dealing with sin, God could employ only righ-
teousness and truth. Satan could use what God could not—
flattery and deceit. He had sought to falsify the Word of
God, and had misrepresented His plan of government be-
fore the angels, claiming that God was not just in laying
laws and rules upon the inhabitants of Heaven; that in re-
quiring submission and obedience from His creatures, He
was seeking merely the exaltation of Himself.

Therefore it must be demonstrated before the inhabi-
tants of Heaven as well as of all the worlds, that God's
government was just, His law perfect. Satan had made it
appear that He Himself was seeking to promote the good
of the universe. The true character of the usurper, and his
real object, must be understood by all. He must have time
to manifest himself by his wicked works.

The discord which his own course had caused in
Heaven, Satan charged upon the law and government of
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God. All evil he declared to be the result of the divine ad-
ministration. He claimed that it was his own object to im-
prove upon the statutes of Jehovah. Therefore it was nec-
essary that he should demonstrate the nature of Hisclaims,
and show the working out of his proposed changes in the
divine law. His own work must condemn him.

Satan had claimed from the first that he was not in
rebellion. The whole universe must see the deceiver un-
masked.

Even when it was decided that he could no longer re-
mainif Heaven, infinitewisdom did not destroy Satan. Since
the service of love can alone be acceptable to God, the
allegiance of His creatures must rest upon a conviction of
His justice and benevolence. The inhabitants of Heaven
and of other worlds, being unprepared to comprehend the
nature or consequences of sin, could not then have seen
the justice and mercy of God in the destruction of Satan.

Had he been immediately blotted from existence, they
would have served God from fear, rather than from love.
The influence of the deceiver would not have been fully
destroyed, nor would the spirit of rebellion have been ut-
terly eradicated. Evil must be permitted to come to matu-
rity.

For the good of the entire universe through ceaseless
ages, Satan must morefully develop hisprinciples, that his
charges against the divine government might be seen in
their true light by all created beings, that the justice and
mercy of God and the immutability of His law might for-
ever be placed beyond al question.

Satan’s rebellion was to be a lesson to the universe
through all coming ages, a perpetual testimony to the na-
ture and terrible results of sin. The working out of Satan’'s
rule, its effects upon both men and angels, would show
what must be the fruit of setting aside the divine authority.
It would testify that with the existence of God's govern-
ment and His law is bound up the well-being of al the
creatures He has made.
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Thusthe history of thisterrible experiment of rebellion
wasto be aperpetual safeguard to all holy intelligences, to
prevent them from being deceived asto the nature of trans-
gression, to save them from committing sin, and suffering
its punishment.

To the very close of the controversy in Heaven, the
great usurper continued to justify himself. When it was
announced that with all his sympathizers he must be ex-
pelled from the abodes of bliss, then therebel leader boldly
avowed his contempt for the Creator’s law. He reiterated
his claim that angels needed no control, but should be left
tofollow their ownwill, whichwould ever guidethemright.
He denounced the divine statutes as a restriction of their
liberty, and declared that it was his purpose to secure the
abolition of law; that, freed from thisrestraint, the hosts of
Heaven might enter upon a more exalted, more glorious
state of existence.

With one accord, Satan and his host threw the blame
of their rebellion wholly upon Christ, declaring that if they
had not been reproved, they would never have rebelled.
Thus stubborn and defiant in their disloyalty, seeking vainly
to overthrow the government of God, yet blasphemously
claiming to be themselves the innocent victims of oppres-
sive power, the arch-rebel and all his sympathizerswere at
last banished from Heaven.

The same spirit that prompted rebellion in Heaven, still
inspires rebellion on earth. Satan has continued with men
the same policy which he pursued with the angels. His
spirit now reignsin the children of disobedience. Like him
they seek to break down the restraints of the law of God,
and promise men liberty through transgression of its pre-
cepts.

Reproof of sin still arouses the spirit of hatred and re-
sistance. When God's messages of warning are brought
home to the conscience, Satan leads men to justify them-
selves, and to seek the sympathy of othersin their course
of sin. Instead of correcting their errors, they exciteindig-
nation against the reprover, asif he were the sole cause of
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difficulty. From the days of righteousAbel to our owntime,
such is the spirit which has been displayed toward those
who dare to condemn sin.

By the same misrepresentation of the character of God
as he had practiced in Heaven, causing him to be regarded
as severe and tyrannical, Satan induced man to sin. And
having succeeded thus far, he declared that God’s unjust
restrictionshad led to man’sfall, asthey had led to hisown
rebellion.

But the Eternal One Himself proclaims His character:
“The Lord, the Lord, aGod merciful and gracious, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,
keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the
guilty.” Exodus 34.6, 7 (R.S.V.).

In the bani shment of Satan from Heaven, God declared
His justice, and maintained the honor of His throne. But
when man had sinned through yiel ding to the deceptions of
this apostate spirit, God gave an evidence of His love by
yielding up Hisonly begotten Sonto diefor thefallen race.
In the atonement the character of God is revealed. The
mighty argument of the cross demonstrates to the whole
universe that the course of sin which Lucifer had chosen
was in nowise chargeable upon the government of God.

In the contest between Christ and Satan, during the
Saviour’s earthly ministry, the character of the great de-
ceiver was unmasked. Nothing could so effectually have
uprooted Satan from the affections of the heavenly angels
and the whole loyal universe asdid his cruel warfare upon
the world’'s Redeemer.

Thedaring blasphemy of hisdemand that Christ should
pay him homage, his presumptuous boldnessin bearing Him
to the mountain summit and the pinnacle of thetemple, the
malicious intent betrayed in urging Him to cast Himself
down from the dizzy height, the unsleeping malice that
hunted Him from place to place, inspiring the hearts of
priests and people to reject Hislove, and at the last to cry,
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“Crucify Him! crucify Him!”"—all this excited the amaze-
ment and indignation of the universe.

It was Satan that prompted the world's rejection of
Christ. The prince of evil exerted al hispower and cunning
to destroy Jesus; for he saw that the Saviour’s mercy and
love, His compassion and pitying tenderness, were repre-
senting to the world the character of God. Satan contested
every claim put forth by the Son of God, and employed
men as His agents to fill the Saviour’s life with suffering
and sorrow.

The sophistry and fal sehood by which he had sought to
hinder the work of Jesus, the hatred manifested through
the children of disobedience, his cruel accusations against
Him whoselifewas one of unexampled goodness, all sprung
from deep-seated revenge. The pent-up fires of envy and
malice, hatred and revenge, burst forth on Calvary against
the Son of God, while all Heaven gazed upon the scenein
silent horror.

When the great sacrifice had been consummated, Christ
ascended on high, refusing the adoration of angelsuntil He
had presented the request, “1 will that where | am, they
also whom Thou hast given Me may bewith Me.” St. John
17:24.

Then with inexpressible love and power came forth
the answer from the Father’sthrone, “Let all the angels of
God adore Him.” Hebrews 1:6. Not a stain rested upon
Jesus. Hishumiliation ended, His sacrifice compl eted, there
was given unto Him a name that is above every name.

Now the guilt of Satan stood forth without excuse. He
had revealed his true character as aliar and a murderer. It
was seen that the very same spirit with which he ruled the
children of men, who were under his power, hewould have
manifested had he been permitted to control the inhabi-
tants of Heaven. He had claimed that the transgression of
God's law would bring liberty and exaltation; but it was
seen to result in bondage and degradation.

Satan’s lying charges against the divine character and
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government appeared in their true light. He had accused
God of seeking merely the exaltation of Himself in requir-
ing submission and obedience from His creatures, and had
declared that while the Creator exacted self-denial from
all others, He Himself practiced no self-denial, made no
sacrifice.

Now it was seen that for the salvation of afalen and
sinful race, the Ruler of the universe had made the great-
est sacrifice which love could make; for “ God indeed was
in Christ, reconciling theworld to Himself.” 2 Corinthians
5:19. It was seen, also, that while Lucifer had opened the
door for the entrance of sin, by his desire for honor and
supremacy, Christ had, in order to destroy sin, humbled
Himself, and become obedient unto death.

God had manifested His abhorrence of the principles
of rebellion. All Heaven saw Hisjustice revealed, both in
the condemnation of Satan and in the redemption of man.
Lucifer had declared that if the law of God was change-
less, and its penalty could not be remitted, every transgres-
sor must be forever debarred from the Creator’s favor. He
had claimed that the sinful race were placed beyond re-
demption, and were therefore hisrightful prey.

But the death of Christ was an argument in man’s be-
half that could not be overthrown. The penalty of the law
fell upon him who was equal with God, and man was free
to accept the righteousness of Christ, and by alife of peni-
tence and humiliation to triumph, as the Son of God had
triumphed, over the power of Satan. Thus God isjust, and
yet the justifier of all who believein Jesus.

But it was not merely to accomplish the redemption of
man that Christ came to the earth to suffer and to die. He
came to “magnify the law” and to “make it honorable.”
Not alone that the inhabitants of this world might regard
the law asit should be regarded; but it was to demonstrate
toal theworldsof the universethat God’slaw isunchange-
able.

Could its claims have been set aside, then the Son of
God need not haveyielded up Hislifeto atonefor itstrans-
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gression. The death of Christ provesit immutable. And the
sacrificeto whichinfinite loveimpelled the Father and the
Son, that sinners might be redeemed, demonstrates to all
the universe—what nothing less than this plan of atone-
ment could have sufficed to do—that justice and mercy
are the foundation of the law and government of God.

In the final execution of the Judgment it will be seen
that no cause for sin exists. When the Judge of all the earth
shall demand of Satan, “Why hast thou rebelled against
Me, and robbed Me of the subjects of My kingdom?’ the
originator of evil can render no excuse. Every mouth will
be stopped, and al the hosts of rebellion will be speechless.

The cross of Calvary, while it declares the law immu-
table, proclaims to the universe that the wages of sin is
death. In the Saviour’s expiring cry, “It is finished,” the
death-knell of Satan wasrung. The great controversy which
had been so long in progress was then decided, and the
final eradication of evil was made certain. The Son of God
passed through the portal s of the tomb, that “through death
He might destroy him that had the empire of death, which
isthe devil.” Hebrews 2:14. Lucifer’s desire for self-exal-
tation had led him to say,

“1 will ascend to heaven: above the stars of God . . |
will set my throne on High.” Isaiah 14:13 (R.S.V.). God
declares, “I will make thee as ashes upon the earth . . and
thou shalt never be any more.” Ezechiel 28:18, 19. When
“the day shall comekindled asafurnace; and all the proud,
and all that do wickedly shall be stubble; and the day that
cometh shall set them on fire, saith the Lord of hosts. It
shall not leave them root, nor branch.” Malachias 4:1.

“The day comes burning like an oven.” Malachi 4:1
(R.SV)

Thewhole universe will have become witnessesto the
nature and results of sin. And its utter extermination, which
in the beginning would have brought fear to angels and
dishonor to God, will now vindicate Hislove and establish
His honor before a universe of beings who delight to do
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His will, and in whose heart is His law. Never will evil
again be manifest. Saysthe Word of God, “There shall not
rise adouble affliction.” Nahum 1:9.

The law of God, which Satan has reproached as the
yoke of bondage, will be honored as the law of liberty. A
tested and proved creation will never again be turned from
alegiance to Him whose character has been fully mani-
fested before them asfathomlesslove and infinite wisdom.

Thischapter was adapted from the book, Great Controversy.

“Then they that feared the Lord spoke every
one with his neighbour; and the Lord gave eatr,
and heard it: and a book of remembrance was
written before Him for them that feared the
Lord, and think on His name.

“And they shall be My special possession, saith
the Lord of hosts, in the day that | do judgment;
and | will spare them, as a man spareth his son
that serveth him.”

—Malachias 3:16-17

“And Christ died for all; that they also who live,
may not now live to themselves, but unto Him
who died for them, and rose again . .

“If then any be in Christ a new creature, the old
things are passed away, behold all things are
made new. But all things are of God, who hath
reconciled us to Himself by Christ.”

— 2 Corinthians 5:15, 17-18

“To whom shall | have respect, but to him that
is poor and little, and of a contrite spirit, and
that trembleth at My Words.”

— Isaias 66:2
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- PART SIX-

CHRISTIANS
WHO WERE TRUE
TO GOD

HUMBLE PEOPLE
WHO WERE FAITHFUL

Hereisan interesting story from earlier times. It is
a sweet story of how folk in earlier centuries came to
know their preciousLord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

The Waldenses were the first of all the peoples of Eu-
rope to obtain a translation of the Holy Scriptures. Hun-
dreds of years before the Reformation, they possessed the
Bible in manuscript in their native tongue. They had the
truth unadulterated. While, under the pressure of long-con-
tinued persecution, some compromised their faith, little by

All Scripture passages quoted in this chapter have been
approved by the Church. When not otherwise stated, quota-
tionsarefrom the Rheims-Douai.
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little yielding its distinctive principles, others held fast the
truth.

Behind thelofty bulwarksof themountains—in dl ages
therefuge of the persecuted and oppressed,—the Wal denses
found ahiding place. Here, for athousand years, witnesses
for the truth maintained the ancient faith.

God had provided for His people a sanctuary of awful
grandeur, befitting the mighty truths committed to their trust.
To those faithful exiles the mountains were an emblem of
theimmutabl e righteousness of Jehovah. They pointed their
children to the heights towering above them in unchanging
majesty, and spoke to them of Him with whom there is no
variableness nor shadow of turning, whose Word is as en-
during as the everlasting hills. God had set fast the moun-
tains, and girded them with strength; no arm but that of
infinite power could move them out of their place. In like
manner He had established His law, the foundation of His
government in Heaven and upon earth. The arm of man
might reach Hisfellow-men and destroy their lives; but that
arm could asreadily uproot the mountains from their foun-
dations, and hurl them into the sea, asit could change one
precept of the law of Jehovah or blot out one of His prom-
ises to those who do His will. In their fidelity to His law,
God's servants should be as firm as the unchanging hills.

The mountains that girded their lowly valleys were a
constant witnessto God's creative power, and anever-fail-
ing assurance of Hisprotecting care. Those pilgrimslearned
to love the silent symbols of Jehovah's presence. They in-
dulged no repining because of the hardships of their lot;
they were never lonely amid the mountain solitudes. They
thanked God that He had provided for them an asylum
from the wrath and cruelty of men. They rejoiced in their
freedom to worship before Him. Often when pursued by
their enemies, the strength of the hills proved a sure de-
fense. From many a lofty cliff they chanted the praise of
God, and thearmies of their enemies could not silencetheir
songs of thanksgiving.

Pure, smple, and fervent was the piety of these fol-
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lowers of Christ. The principles of truth they valued above
houses and lands, friends, kindred, even life itself. These
principlesthey earnestly sought to impress upon the hearts
of the young. From earliest childhood the youth were in-
structed in the Scriptures, and taught to sacredly regard the
claims of the law of God. Copies of the Bible were rare;
therefore its precious words were committed to memory.
Many were able to repeat large portions of both the Old
and the New Testaments. Thoughts of God were associ-
ated alike with the sublime scenery of nature and with the
humbleblessingsof daily life. Littlechildrenlearned tolook
with gratitude to God asthe giver of every favor and every
comfort.

Parents, tender and affectionate as they were, loved
their children too wisely to accustom them to self-indul-
gence. Beforethem wasalife of trial and hardship, perhaps
a martyr’s death. They were educated from childhood to
endure hardness, to submit to control, and yet to think and
act for themselves. Very early they were taught to bear
responsibilities, to be guarded in speech, and to understand
the wisdom of silence. One indiscreet word let fall in the
hearing of their enemies, might imperil not only the life of
the speaker, but thelives of hundreds of hisbrethren; for as
wolves hunting their prey did the enemies of truth pursue
those who dared to claim freedom of religiousfaith.

The Waldenses had sacrificed their worldly prosperity
for thetruth’s sake, and with persevering patience they toiled
for their bread. Every spot of tillable land among the moun-
tainswas carefully improved; thevalleysand thelessfertile
hillsides were made to yield their increase. Economy and
severe self-denia formed apart of the education which the
children received as their only legacy. They were taught
that God designslifeto beadiscipline, and that their wants
could be supplied only by personal labor, by forethought,
care, and faith. The process was laborious and wearisome,
but it was wholesome, just what man needs in his fallen
state, the school which God has provided for His training
and development.
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While the youth were inured to toil and hardship, the
culture of theintellect was not neglected. They weretaught
that all their powers belonged to God, and that all were to
beimproved and devel oped for His service.

The Vaudois[Waldensian] churches, in their purity and
simplicity, resembled the church of apostolic times. They
held the Bibleasthe only supreme, infallible authority. Their
pastors followed the example of their Master, who “came
not to be ministered unto, but to minister.” They fed the
flock of God, leading them to the green pasturesand living
fountains of His holy Word. Far from the monuments of
human pomp and pride, the people assembled, not in mag-
nificent churchesor grand cathedral's, but beneath the shadow
of the mountains, in the Alpine valleys, or, in time of dan-
ger, in some rocky stronghold, to listen to the words of
truth from the servants of Christ. The pastors not only
preached the gospel, but they visited the sick, catechized
the children, admonished the erring, and labored to settle
disputes and promote harmony and brotherly love. Intimes
of peace they were sustained by the free-will offerings of
the people; but, like Paul the tent-maker, each learned some
trade or profession by which, if necessary, to provide for
his own support.

Fromtheir pastorsthe youth received instruction. While
attention was given to branchesof genera learning, the Bible
was made the chief study. The Gospels of Matthew and
John they committed to memory, with many of the Epistles.
They were employed also in copying the Scriptures. Some
manuscripts contained the whole Bible, others only brief
selections, to which some simple explanations of the text
were added by those who were able to expound the Scrip-
tures. Thus were brought forth the treasures of truth so
long concealed by those who sought to exalt themselves
above God.

By patient, untiring labor, sometimesin the deep, dark
caverns of the earth, by the light of torches, the sacred
Scriptureswere written out, verse by verse, chapter by chap-
ter. Thus the work went on, the revealed will of God shin-
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ing out like pure gold; how much brighter, clearer, and more
powerful because of the trials undergone for its sake, only
those could realize who were engaged in the work. Angels
from Heaven surrounded these faithful workers.

In a most wonderful manner the Word of truth was
preserved uncorrupted through al the ages of darkness. It
bore not the stamp of man, but the impress of God. Men
have been unwearied in their efforts to obscure the plain,
simple meaning of the Scriptures, and to make them con-
tradict their own testimony; but, like the ark upon the bil-
lowy deep, the Word of God outridesthe stormsthat threaten
it with destruction. Asthe mine has rich veins of gold and
silver hidden beneath the surface, so that all must dig who
would discover its precious stores, so the Holy Scriptures
havetreasures of truth that are revealed only to the earnest,
humble, prayerful seeker. God designed the Bible to be a
lesson-book to al mankind, in childhood, youth, and man-
hood, and to be studied through all time. He gave HisWord
to men as a revelation of Himself. Every new truth dis-
cerned is afresh disclosure of the character of its Author.
The study of the Scripturesisthe means divinely ordained
to bring men into closer connection with their Creator, and
to give them aclearer knowledge of Hiswill. It isthe me-
dium of communication between God and man.

While the Waldenses regarded the fear of the Lord as
the beginning of wisdom, they were not blind to theimpor-
tance of a contact with the world, a knowledge of men and
of active life, in expanding the mind and quickening the
perceptions. From their schools in the mountains some of
the youth were sent to institutions of learning in the cities of
France or Italy, where there was a more extended field for
study, thought, and observation than in their native Alps.
The youth thus sent forth were exposed to temptation, they
witnessed vice, they encountered Satan’swily agents, who
urged upon them the most subtle heresies and the most
dangerous deceptions. But their education from childhood
had been of a character to prepare them for all this.

In the schools whither they went, they were not to
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make confidants of any. Their garments were so prepared
as to conceal their greatest treasure,—the precious manu-
scripts of the Scriptures. These, the fruit of months and
years of toil, they carried with them, and, whenever they
could do so without exciting suspicion, they cautiously placed
some portion in the way of those whose hearts seemed
open to receive the truth. From their mother’s knee the
Waldensian youth had been trained with this purpose in
view; they understood their work, and faithfully performed
it. Convertsto the true faith were won in these institutions
of learning, and frequently its principles were found to be
permeating the entire school; yet the church leaders could
not, by the closest inquiry, trace the so-called corrupting
heresy to its source.

The spirit of Christisamissionary spirit. Thevery first
impulse of the renewed heart is to bring others also to the
Saviour. Such wasthe spirit of the Vaudois Christians. They
felt that God required more of them than merely to pre-
serve the truth in its purity in their own churches; that a
solemn responsibility rested uponthemtolet their light shine
forth to those who were in darkness; by the mighty power
of God’'s Word they sought to break the bondage which
error had imposed. The Vaudois ministers were trained as
missionaries, every one who expected to enter the ministry
was required first to gain an experience as an evangelist.
Each wasto servethree yearsin some mission field before
taking charge of a church at home. This service, requiring
at the outset self-denial and sacrifice, wasafitting introduc-
tionto the pastor’slifein thosetimesthat tried men’s souls.
Theyouth who received ordination to the sacred office saw
before them, not the prospect of earthly wealth and glory,
but a life of toil and danger, and possibly a martyr’s fate.
The missionaries went out two and two, as Jesus sent forth
His disciples. With every young man was usually associ-
ated a man of age and experience, the youth being under
the guidance of his companion, who was held responsible
for his training, and whose instruction he was required to
heed. These co-laborers were not always together, but of-
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ten met for prayer and counsel, thus strengthening each
other in thefaith.

To have made known the object of their missionwould
have insured its defeat; therefore they carefully concealed
their real character. Every minister possessed a knowledge
of sometrade or profession, and the missionaries prosecuted
their work under cover of a secular calling. Usually they
chosethat of merchant or peddler. They dealt in choiceand
costly articles, such as silks, laces, and jewels, which in
those times could not be readily procured, and thus they
found entrance where they would otherwise have been re-
pulsed. All the while their hearts were uplifted to God for
wisdom to present a treasure more precious than gold or
gems. They secretly carried about with them copies of the
Bible, in whole or in part, and whenever an opportunity
was presented, they called the attention of their customers
to these manuscripts. Often an interest to read God’s Word
was thus awakened, and some portion was gladly |eft with
those who desired to receiveit.

Thework of these missionariesbeganintheplainsand
valleys at the foot of their own mountains, but it extended
far beyond these limits. With naked feet and in garments
coarse and travel-stained as were those of their Master,
they passed through great cities, and penetrated to distant
lands. Everywhere they scattered the precious seed.
Churches sprung up in their path, and the blood of martyrs
witnessed for the truth. The day of God will reveal arich
harvest of souls garnered by the labors of these faithful
men. Veiled and silent, the Word of God was making its
way through Christendom, and meeting aglad receptionin
the homes and hearts of men.

To the Waldenses the Scriptures were not merely a
record of God'sdealingswith meninthe past, and arevela-
tion of the responsibilities and duties of the present, but an
unfolding of the perils and glories of the future. They be-
lieved that the end of all things was not far distant; and as
they studied the Bible with prayer and tears, they were the
more deeply impressed with its precious utterances, and
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with their duty to make known to othersits saving truths.
They saw the plan of salvation clearly revealed in the sa-
cred pages, and they found comfort, hope, and peace in
beievingin Jesus. Asthelight illuminated their understand-
ing and made glad their hearts, they longed to shed itsbeams
upon those who were in the darkness of papal error.

They saw that under the guidance of the churches of
the day, multitudes were vainly endeavoring to obtain par-
don by afflicting their bodiesfor thesin of their souls. Taught
to trust to their good works to save them, they were ever
looking to themsel ves, their minds dwelling upon their sin-
ful condition, seeing themselves exposed to the wrath of
God, afflicting soul and body, yet finding no relief. Thus
conscientious soulswere bound by the erroneous doctrines.
Thousands abandoned friends and kindred, and spent their
lives in convent cells. By oft-repeated fasts and cruel
scourgings, by midnight vigils, by prostration for weary hours
upon the cold, damp stones of their dreary abode, by long
pilgrimages, by humiliating penance and fearful torture, thou-
sandsvainly sought to obtain peace of conscience. Oppressed
with a sense of sin, and haunted with the fear of God’s
avenging wrath, many suffered on, until exhausted nature
gave way, and without one ray of light or hope, they sank
into the tomb.

The Waldenses longed to break to these starving souls
the bread of life, to open to them the messages of peacein
the promises of God, and to point them to Christ as their
only hope of salvation. The doctrine that good works can
atone for the transgression of God's law, they held to be
based upon falsehood. Reliance upon human merit inter-
ceptstheview of Christ’sinfinitelove. Jesusdied as asac-
rifice for man because the fallen race can do nothing to
recommend themselves to God. The merits of a crucified
and risen Saviour arethefoundation of the Christian’sfaith.
The dependence of the soul upon Christ isasreal, and its
connection with Him must be as close, as that of alimb to
the body, or of a branch to the vine.

The teachings of the Church had led men to ook upon
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the character of God, and even of Chrigt, as stern, gloomy,
and forbidding. The Saviour was represented as so far de-
void of al sympathy with man in his fallen state that the
mediation of priests and saints must be invoked. Those
whose minds had been enlightened by the Word of God
longed to point these soulsto Jesus astheir compassionate,
loving Saviour, standing with outstretched armsinviting all
to come to Him with their burden of sin, their care and
weariness. They longed to clear away the obstructionswhich
Satan had piled up that men might not see the promises,
and comedirectly to God, confessing their sins, and obtain-
ing pardon and peace.

Eagerly did the Vaudois missionary unfold to the in-
quiring mind the precious truths of the gospel. Cautiously
he produced the careful ly written portions of the Holy Scrip-
tures. It was his greatest joy to give hope to the conscien-
tious, sin-stricken soul, who could see only a God of ven-
geance, waiting to execute justice. With quivering lip and
tearful eyedid he, often on bended knees, open to hisbreth-
ren the precious promisesthat reveal the sinner’sonly hope.
Thus the light of truth penetrated many a darkened mind,
rolling back the cloud of gloom, until the Sun of Righteous-
ness shone into the heart with healing in His beams. It was
often the case that some portion of Scripturewasread again
and again, the hearer desiring it to be repeated, as if he
would assure himself that he had heard aright. Especialy
was the repetition of these words eagerly desired: “The
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.” 1
St. John 1:7. “ As Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,
so must the Son of man belifted up: that whosoever believeth
in Him, may not perish; but may havelife everlasting.” St.
John 3:14, 15.

Many were undeceived in regard to the claims of
Church. They saw how vain is the mediation of men or
angelsinbehalf of the sinner. Asthetruelight dawned upon
their minds, they exclaimed with rejoicing, “Christ is my
priest; His blood is my sacrifice; His altar is my confes-
sional.” They cast themselves wholly upon the merits of
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Jesus, repeating the words, “Without faith it isimpossible
to please God.” Hebrews 11:6. “There is no other name
under heaven given to men, whereby we must be saved.”
Acts4:12.

The assurance of a Saviour’s love seemed too much
for some of these poor tempest-tossed soulsto redlize. So
great was the relief which it brought, such aflood of light
was shed upon them, that they seemed transported to
Heaven. Their hand was laid confidingly in the hand of
Christ; their feet were planted upon the Rock of Ages. All
fear of death was banished. They could now covet the prison
and the fagot if they might thereby honor the name of their
Redeemer.

In secret places the Word of God was thus brought
forth and read, sometimes to a single soul, sometimesto a
little company who were longing for light and truth. Often
the entire night was spent in thismanner. So great would be
thewonder and admiration of the listenersthat the messen-
ger of mercy was not infrequently compelled to cease his
reading until the understanding could grasp the tidings of
salvation. Often would words like these be uttered: “Will
God indeed accept my offering? Will He smile upon me?
Will He pardon me?’ The answer wasread, “Cometo Me,
all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will giveyou rest.”
Matthew 11:28 (R.S.V.).

Faith grasped the promise, and the glad response was
heard, “No morelong pilgrimagesto make; no more painful
journeysto holy shrines. | may cometo Jesusjust as| am,
sinful and unholy, and He will not spurn the penitential
prayer. ‘ Thy sinsareforgiven thee.” Mine, even mine, may
beforgiven!”

A tide of sacred joy would fill the heart, and the name
of Jesus would be magnified by praise and thanksgiving.
Those happy soulsreturned to their homesto diffuselight,
to repeat to others, aswell asthey could, their new experi-
ence; that they had found the true and living Way. There
was a strange and solemn power in the words of Scripture
that spoke directly to the hearts of those who werelonging
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for thetruth. It wasthe voice of God, and it carried convic-
tion to those who heard.

The messenger of truth went on his way; but his ap-
pearance of humility, hissincerity, hisearnestnessand deep
fervor, were subjects of frequent remark. |n many instances
his hearers had not asked him whence he came, or whither
he went. They had been so overwhelmed, at first with sur-
prise, and afterward with gratitude and joy, that they had
not thought to question him. When they had urged him to
accompany them to their homes, he had replied that he
must visit the lost sheep of the flock. Could he have been
an angel from Heaven? they queried.

In many cases the messenger of truth was seen no more.
He had made his way to other lands, he was wearing out
his life in some unknown dungeon, or perhaps his bones
were whitening on the spot where he had witnessed for the
truth. But the words he had left behind could not be de-
stroyed. They were doing their work in the hearts of men;
the blessed results will be fully known only in the Judg-
ment.

The persecutions visited for many centuries upon this
God-fearing people were endured by them with a patience
and constancy that honored their Redeemer. Notwithstand-
ing the crusades against them, they continued to send out
their missionaries to scatter the precious truth. They were
hunted to the death; yet their blood watered the seed sown,
and it failed not of yielding fruit.

Thus the Waldenses witnessed for God, many centu-
riesago. Their work isto be carried forward to the close of
time by those who also are willing to suffer all things for
“the Word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus.” The
Apocalypse 1:9.

Thischapter was adapted from the book, Great Controversy.

“Blessed are all they that trust in Him.”
— Psalm 2:13
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- PART SEVEN-

LESSONS FROM
THE MOST ANCIENT
WRITINGS
OF THE SAINTS

LESSONS FROM
THE ANCIENT WRITINGS
OF THE MOST HOLY GOD,
THROUGH
THE HOLY SAINTS OF OLD



	The Magnificat
	Cover and Text Copyright © 1999
	Dedication
	The Song of the Blessed Virgin
	Contents
	The Church Directs us to Scripture
	Two important encyclicals
	What the holy Scriptures can do for you
	The Rheims-Douaiand the Vulgate
	PART ONE
	Introduction the virgin’s deepest thoughts
	CHAPTER ONE THE HANDMAID OF THE LORD
	CHAPTER TWO MAGNIFYING THE LORD
	CHAPTER THREE REJOICING IN HER SAVIOUR
	CHAPTER FOUR BLESSED ART THOU
	CHAPTER FIVE BE THOU THEREFORE HOLY
	CHAPTER SIX HIS MERCY AND JUSTICE
	CHAPTER SEVEN HE HATH PUT DOWN THE MIGHTY
	CHAPTER EIGHT HE FILLS THE HUNGRY
	CHAPTER NINE GOD’S ETERNAL FAITHFULNESS
	PART TWO
	Chapter One How Can I Come to Our Saviour?
	Chapter Two How Can I Remain True to Our Saviour?
	PART THREE
	The Prophecy of St. Simeon to the blessed virgin
	PART FOUR
	The Letters of St. Peter
	CHAPTER One OF The First Letter of St. Peter
	CHAPTER Two OF The First Letter of St. Peter
	CHAPTER Three OF The First Letter of St. Peter
	CHAPTER Four OF The First Letter of St. Peter
	CHAPTER Five OF The First Letter of St. Peter
	CHAPTER One OF The Second Letter of St. Peter
	CHAPTER Two OF The Second Letter of St. Peter
	CHAPTER Three OF The Second Letter of St. Peter
	PART FIVE
	The Origin of Evil
	PART SIX
	Christians Who Were True to God
	PART Seven

