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- PART SIX -

LESSONS FROM THE
MOST ANCIENT
WRITINGS

LESSONS FROM THE GOD OF
HEAVEN THROUGH THE MOST
ANCIENT SAINTS

CHAPTER ONE
OUR BLESSED LORD
AND THE HOLY SCRIPTURES

Did Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, base Histeachingson
the Holy Scriptures? When we stop to think about it, thisis
avery important question. Both the Church and the Scrip-
tures themselves answer with a resounding yes!

Pope Benedict XV, inhisencyclical Spiritus Paraclitus,
wrote these words:
“When Christ preached to the people, whether on the
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mount by the lakeside, or in the synagogue at Nazareth,
or in Hisown city of Capernaum, Hetook Hispointsand
His arguments from the Bible.”—Benedict XV, Spiritus
Paraclitus.
Andthat iswhat wefind in the Sacred Scriptures. Christ
used the Bible, and the Bible only, to prove what He said
was true.

Following His baptism, our Lord Jesus Christ went to
the synagogue on the Sabbath day and took part in the
serviceby reading from Isaias 61:1-2.

“ And He cameto Nazareth, where He was brought up:
and He went into the synagogue, according to His cus-
tom, on the Sabbath day; and Herose up to read. And the
book of Isaiasthe prophet was delivered unto Him.

“And as He unfolded the book, He found the place
where it waswritten: The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me.
Wherefore He hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to
the poor, He hath sent Meto heal the contrite of heart, to
preach deliveranceto the captives, and sight to the blind,
to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the ac-
ceptableyear of the Lord, and the day of reward.

“And when He had folded the book, He restored it to
theminister, and sat down. Andtheeyesof dl inthesyna-
gogue were fixed on Him.”—St. Luke 4:16-20.

Christ, our Saviour, then told the people that the proph-
ecy He had just read from Isaias was at that very time
being fulfilled. Thiswas clear evidence that Jesus was the
Messiah of whom the Old Testament prophets wrote.

“And Hebeganto say to them: Thisday isfulfilled this
Scripturein your ears.”—St. Luke 4:21.

Our Saviour said that He did not come to destroy or
abolish the Old Testament, but to fulfill it; that is, bring to
completionitsprinciples.

All Scripture passages quoted in this chapter have been
approved by the Church. When not otherwise stated, quotations
are from the Rheims-Douai.
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“Do not think that | am come to destroy the law, or
the prophets. | am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
For amen | say unto you, till heaven and earth pass,
onejot, or one tittle shall not pass of the law, till al be
fulfilled.”—St. Matthew 5:17-18.

In declaring Hisdivinity, Christ quoted from Psalm 82:6
and then added, “ The Scripture cannot be broken.”

“The multitude answered Him: We have heard out of
thelaw, that Christ abideth for ever; and how sayest Thou:
The Son of man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of
man? Jesus therefore said to them: Yet alittle while, the
light is among you. Walk whilst you have the light, that
thedarknessovertakeyou not. And hethat walkethin dark-
ness, knoweth not whither he goeth.”—St. John 12:34-
35.

When Jesus was asked how a person could possess
eternal life, He answered, “What is written?’ Christ then
showed that it took more than reading—but doing. The
words of Scripture must belived out inthelife.

“And behold acertain lawyer stood up, tempting Him,
and saying, Master, what must | do to possesseternal life?
But He said to him: What is written in the law? How
readest thou? He answering said: Thou shalt lovetheLord
thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul,
and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind: and thy
neighbour asthyself. And He said to him: Thou hast an-
swered right: this do, and thou shalt live.”—St. Luke
10:25-28.

Thelawyer’squestion to Christ reveal ed that, while he
read the law, he did not practice it. Our Saviour told the
lawyer that, unless he obeyed thelaw fully, he could not be
saved.

“But he, willing to justify himself, said to Jesus: And
who ismy neighbour?’—St. Luke 10:29.

Our Lord mentioned the days of Noe. —But if we did
not have the Old Testament—and without reading Genesis
6 to 8—we would not know what the “days of Noe” were.
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“Likewise as it came to pass in the days of Noe, so
shall it bealsointhe daysof the Son of man. They did eat
and drink, they married wives, and weregivenin marriage,
until the day that Noe entered into the ark: and the flood
came and destroyed them all.”—St. Luke 17:26-27.

What were “the days of Lot”?

“Likewise asit cameto pass, in the days of Lot: they
did eat and drink, they bought and sold, they planted and
built. Andinthe day that L ot went out of Sodom, it rained
fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.
Eventhusshall it bein the day when the Son of man shall
be revealed.”—St. Luke 17:28-30.

Without the Book of Genesis, we would not know the
meaning of thesethings. All of the Bibleisimportant, if we
would know the will of God for our livestoday.

Christ urged usto “remember Lot’swife.”

“Remember Lot'swife.”—St. Luke 17:32.

A strong warning was contained here, yet we would
not know what it meant if we had not read it in the Old
Testament (Genesis 18 and 19). How can we remember
something of which we know nothing? It is vital that we,
today, read the Bible—all of it!

Christ predicted the downfall of Jerusalem, which oc-
curredin A.D. 70. Hetold the people to carefully study the
book of Daniel, so they would be prepared for the coming
crisis. Great importance was attached to this prophecy. If a
person refused this prophecy, what would be the result?

“When thereforeyou shall see the abomination of deso-
lation, which was spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand-
ingintheholy place: hethat readeth let him understand.” —
St. Matthew 24:15.

Our Saviour tells us to search the Scriptures. He said
that they testified of Him. We must study the Biblein order
to know our Lord. The Sacred Scriptures alone reveal His
character.

“Search the Scriptures, for you think in them to have
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life everlasting; and the same are they that give testi-
mony of Me.”—St. John 5:39.

Jesus said “Have you not read this Scripture?’ Were
our Lord on earth today and were He to ask whether we
were reading the Scriptures, what would we answer?
Throughout Hisministry, Christ emphasized theimportance
of studyingtheBible.

“ And haveyou not read this Scripture, the stonewhich
the builders rejected, the same is made the head of the
corner.”—St. Mark 12:10.

In the twenty-fourth chapter of St. Luke, Jesus was
talking to two disciples. Unbelief inthe Holy Scriptureshad
caused them to doubt the Messiahship of Christ. Our Lord
would not have been betrayed and forsaken by Hisfollow-
ers had they been studying and believing the prophecies of
the Old Testament about the Messiah. How urgent it is for
us today to “believe in al things which the prophets have
spoken”!

“Then He said to them: O foolish, and slow of heart to
believeinal thingswhich the prophets have spoken. Ought
not Christ to have suffered these things, and so to enter
into His glory?'—St. Luke 24:25-26.

What a wonderful Bible study that must have been!
Our Lord and Saviour began with Genesis and followed
Histopic all the way through the Old Testament. We today
should also carefully study the Bible.

“And beginning at Mosesand all the prophets, He ex-
pounded to themin all the Scriptures, thethingsthat were
concerning Him.”—St. Luke 24:27.

Later in the same chapter, Christ met with more of His
disciples. Hisresurrection waspast, yet Hewastelling them
the importance of studyingthe Bible.

“And He said to them: These are the words which |
spoketoyou, whilel wasyet with you, that all things must
needsbefulfilled, which arewrittenin thelaw of M oses,
and in the prophets, and in the psalms concerning Me.”—
St. Luke 24:44,
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Our Lord opened the minds of the disciplesto an un-
derstanding of the Scriptures. He will do the same for us
today, as we humbly pray for guidance.

“Then He opened their understanding, that they might
understand the Scriptures.”—St. Luke 24:45.

Weerr in doctrine when we do not understand the Scrip-
tures. The Scriptures and the power of God are closely
connected.

We can seethat our Saviour taught from the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures, and that He stressed their importance. He
intended that all Hisfollowers study and accept the Bibleas
their standard of faith, doctrine, and morality.

“And Jesus answering, said to them: You err, not know-
ing the Scriptures, nor the power of God.”—St. Matthew
22:29.

Jesus, our Lord, said that it isthose who hear and keep
the Sacred Scriptures—the Holy Bible—who will be blessed.
How important it is that we today be men and women of
the Word. Only then can we have the close walk with Him
that we so much need!

“But He said: Yearather, blessed arethey who hear the
word of God, and keep it.”—St. Luke 11:28.

CHAPTER TWO
THE APOSTLES
AND THE EARLY CHURCH

The Bible preceded the Church. In fact, if there were
no Bible, therewould be no church!—that is, no true church.
Infact, itistheteachingsof Scripturewhich distinguish
the true church from the false.

How thankful we can befor the Holy Scriptures! They
aregivenfor “doctrine,” for correcting fal sereligious creeds.

“All Scripture, inspired of God, is profitableto teach,

to reprove, to correct, to instruct in justice.”—2 Timothy
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3:16.
In Monsignor Knox’s New Testament, the above verse
istranglated thisway:

“Everythingin the Scripture hasbeen divinely inspired,
and has its uses: to instruct us, to expose our errors, to
correct our faults, to educate usin holy living.”—2 Timo-
thy 3:16, Knox translation.

A thousand years before it happened, the Bible fore-
told the part that Judas was to act in the betrayal of our
Lord and Saviour, and theresult. Herein Acts 1:16-20, .
Peter is preaching a sermon. Notice all the Old Testament
Scriptures which he mentioned or quoted! St. Peter knew
the Bible well, and we should also. (He referred to Psalm
41:9and Zecharias 11:12-13.)

“Men, brethren, the Scripture must needs be fulfilled,
which the Holy Ghost spoke before by the mouth of David
concerning Judas, who wasthe leader of them that appre-
hended Jesus. Who was numbered with us, and had ob-
tained part of thisministry.

“And heindeed hath possessed afield of thereward of
iniquity, and being hanged, burst asunder inthe midst: and
all hisbowelsgushed out. And it became knownto all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the samefield wascalled
in their tongue, Haceldama, that is to say, The field of
blood.

“For itiswritteninthebook of Psalms: Let their habi-
tation become desolate, and let there be none to dwell
therein. And his bishopric let another take.” —Acts 1:16-
20.

Later, on the day of Pentecost, St. Peter gave another
sermon. This one was based on the prophecies of Joel and
David. Theresult of that Bible-based sermon was the con-
version of three thousand people! The New Testament
church was founded on the Old Testament Scriptures.

“But Peter standing up with the eleven, lifted up his
voice, and spoke to them: Ye men of Judea, and all you
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that dwell in Jerusalem, be this known to you, and with
your ears receive my words. .

“But thisisthat which was spoken by the prophet Joel:
Andit shall cometo pass, inthelast days, (saith the L ord)
I will pour out of My Spirit upon al flesh: and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men
shall seevisions, and your old men shall dream dreams.
And upon My servantsindeed, and upon My handmaids
will | pour out in those days of My spirit, and they shall
prophesy. And | will shew wondersin the heaven above,
and signson the earth beneath: blood and fire, and vapour
of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the
moon into blood, before the great and manifest day of the
Lord come. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever
shall call uponthe name of the Lord, shall besaved . . For
David saith concerning him: | foresaw the Lord before
my face: because Heisat my right hand, that | may not be
moved . . They thereforethat received hisword, were bap-
tized; and there were added in that day about three thou-
sand souls.”—Acts 2:14, 16-21, 25, 41.

Jesus our Saviour said that, in order to be in the king-
dom of heaven, one must be born anew (St. John 3:3). St.
Peter wrote that conversion, or the new birth, is the result
of the study of the Sacred Scriptures.

“Being born again not of corruptible seed, but incor-
ruptible, by the Word of God who liveth and remaineth
for ever.”—1 St. Peter 1:23.

St. Peter preached the Word, which “endureth for ever”;
and by that preaching many cameto their Saviour. He and
al the Apostles taught that it was the Word of God—the
Bible—which was enduring and infallible; it was not the
traditions of men or the dogmas of ageneral council.

“But the Word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this
istheWord which by the gospel hath been preached unto
you.”—1 St. Peter 1:25.

St. Paul, when he preached, taught from the Scrip-
tures. In this passage, it resulted in the founding of the
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Thessalonian church.
“And Paul, according to his custom, went in unto
them; and for three Sabbath days he reasoned with
them out of the Scriptures.”—Acts 17:2.

When St. Paul arrived in the city of Berea, he taught
hishearersfrom the Bible. He also commended the Bereans
for the way they carefully studied the Bible each day, in
order to test hiswords by the Scriptures. We today should
test the preachers by God’sWord, not the other way around!
If the doctrines which are taught us do not harmonize with
a “Thus saith the Lord,” then we must remain with the
Bible, not with the words and theories of men.

“But the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas
by night unto Berea. Who, when they were comethither,
went into the synagogue of the Jews. Now theseweremore
noblethan thosein Thessal onica, who received the Word
with all eagerness, daily searching the Scriptures, whether
these things were so.” —Acts 17:10-11.

There was opposition to St. Paul as he preached from
the Bible. Some people today still try to stir up trouble to
hinder the preaching of the Word.

“ And when the Jews of Thessal onica had knowledge
that theWord of God wasalso preached by Paul at Berea,
they camethither also, stirring up and troubling the mul-
titude.” —Acts 17:13.

St. Paul saysthat it isthe gospel, based upon the Scrip-
tures and prophets, which must be made known to al na-
tions.

“Now to himthat isableto establish you, according to
my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according
to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret
from eternity; (which now ismade manifest by the Scrip-
tures of the prophets, according to the precept of the eter-
nal God, for the obedience of faith,) known among all
nations.”—Romans 16:25-26.

The writings of the Old Testament Scriptures brought
learning, comfort, and hope to the Church of Rome and to
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the aged apostle. The Bible will do the same for us today,
aswe read it. The power of God, to change and purify our
hearts, isin His Written Word.
“For what things soever werewritten, werewritten for
our learning: that through patience and the comfort of the
Scriptures, we might have hope.” —Romans 15:4.

. Paul said that Timothy’s sincere faith was due to
the earnest teaching of his mother and grandmother.

“To Timothy my dearly beloved son, grace, mercy, and
peace, from God the Father, and from Christ Jesus our
Lord . . Caling to mind that faith which is in thee un-
feigned, which also dwelt first in thy grandmother Lais,
and in thy mother Eunice, and | am certain that in thee
also.”—2 Timothy 1:2, 5.

How wasit that those two women helped young Timo-
thy develop such a godly, dedicated life? They did it by
teaching him from the Bible. He had cometo know it well.

“And because from thy infancy thou hast known the
Holy Scriptures, which can instruct theeto salvation, by
thefaith whichisin Christ Jesus.”—2 Timothy 3:15.

St. Paul solemnly charged Timothy, now ayoung pas-
tor, to not preach men’s ideas—but to preach the Word!

“1 chargethee, before God and Jesus Christ, who shall
judgetheliving and the dead, by Hiscoming, and Hisking-
dom: Preach the Word: be instant in season, out of sea-
son: reprove, entreat, rebuke in all patience and doc-
trine.”—2 Timothy 4:1-2.

St. Paul predicted that, instead of the Scriptures, “fables’
and false doctrine would later be taught and received by
many.
“For there shall be atime, when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but, according to their own desires, they
will heap to themselvesteachers, havingitching ears: And
will indeed turn away their hearing from thetruth, but will
be turned unto fables.”—2 Timothy 4:3-4.

Christ’sburial and resurrection occurred in accordance
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with the Scripture, therefore He is the true Messiah.

“For | delivered unto you first of al, which | aso
received: how that Christ died for our sins, according
to the Scriptures. And that He was buried, and that He
rose again the third day, according to the Scriptures.” —

1 Corinthians 15:3-4.
The fulfillment of Bible prophecy establishes faith in
the Scriptures.

“And now | havetold you beforeit cometo pass: that
when it shall come to pass, you may believe.”—St. John
14:29.

Both St. Peter and St. Paul provided many examples
of the fulfillment of such prophecies.

CHAPTER THREE
OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES
OF CHRIST

The Old Testament provides us with many vivid pic-
tures of our Saviour, from Hisbirth to Hiscrucifixion. Math-
ematicianstell usthat the fulfillment of all those Bible pre-
dictions could never have occurred by chance.

Inaddition, Christ’sresurrection and intercessory work
asour High Priest in the Sanctuary in heaven are depicted
by shadows and types.

Itisessential for each of usto study the Sacred Scrip-
turesin order to understand the great truths found in them.

Listed below are but afew of the many Old Testament
prophecies which were exactly fulfilled to the letter in the
earthly life of Christ

If the disciples had accepted what the Old Testament
said about the Messiah, they never would have forsaken
Him. And St. Peter would not have denied Him in that
crucial hour. Christ’s loving heart yearned for the support
and sympathy of the men He had chosen to be His follow-
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ers. But, because they did not cherish and obey the Word
of God, therecord says, “then thedisciplesall leaving Him,
fled” (St. Matthew 26:56).

Thefollowing list compares the Old Testament proph-
ecieswith their fulfillment in the New Testament. Look up
the passages yourself, and see how solid is the accuracy
and authenticity of the Bible. It is God's Inspired book to
mankind! Only one person—our blessed Lord—fulfilled all
the specifications of those prophecies!

Verse numbers sometimes vary in the Psalms. In the
list below, thosevariationsarelisted in thisway: The Rheims-
Douai Version referenceis given, and then, in parenthesis,
the reference of many other versions (including the King
James). Most of the Psalmswere written nearly athousand
years before the time of Christ.

Old Testament Prophecy New Testament Fulfillment
Isa7:14 (742 B.C.) Born of aVirgin St. Matt 1:18
Mic5:2 Will come out of Bethlehem St. Matt 2:1-6
Zech 11:12 (487 B.C.) Soldfor 30 pieces St. Matt 26:15-16

of slver

Zech 11:13 (487 B.C.) Betraya money St Matt 27:5-7, 10
cast into potter’sfield
Isa53:7 (712 B.C.) Dumb before Hisaccusers St. Matt 27:12-14
Smitten and spat upon St. Matt 27:30
Isa53:5(712B.C.) Wounded and bruised  St. Matt 27:26-29
Ps 21:17 (22:16) Hands and feet pierced St. John 20:25-27
Isa53:12 (712B.C.) Crucified withthieves St. Mark 15:27-28

Ps 108:25 (109:25) Shaked their heads St. Matt 27:39
Ps 21:8-9 (22:7-8) Ridiculed by leaders St. Matt 27:41-43
Ps21:19 (22:18) Parted Hisgarments ~ St. John 19:23-24
Ps21:2 (22:1) Hisforsaken cry to God St. Matt 27:46
Ps 33:21 (34:20) Bones not broken St. John 19:33, 36

Zech 12:10 (487 B.C.) Hisside pierced St. John 19:34, 37
1sa53:9 (712B.C.) Buriedinrich man’stomb St. Matt 27:57-60

Itisclear that thereis avery close relationship of the
Old Testament with the New Testament. They go together.
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The prophecies of the Old Testament were fulfilled. Were
it not for those prophecies, we could never be certain of
the true identity of Christ. He fulfilled every specification
of what waswritten in the Old Testament Scriptures, many
centuries earlier. He Himself established His Messiahship
by pointing to the Scriptures. Will He not rebuke us, as He
rebuked Hisdisciples, if we do not believeall that the proph-
ets have spoken?

CHAPTER FOUR
THE ORIGIN OF SIN
AND ITS REMEDY

The question often arises, Where did sin come from?
How did it begin? Who is responsible for the entrance of
evil into our world?

Another important question isasked, Why did God not
destroy Satan when he first introduced sin into the uni-
verse? Without the Holy Scriptures, these and other ques-
tions could not be explained with certainty.

Our Lord has suffered ever since the time that sin be-
gan. In this study, we shall see how, because of His deep
love for mankind, God found a way to offer us salvation
through Christ.

Instead of blotting mankind out of existence, God sent
His Sonto diein His stead. What wonderful loveisthis!

We are al recipients of thisgreat salvation, which our
blessed Lord made possible by His humility in taking our
nature, and then suffering and dying in our behalf.

Who was the originator of evil? Sin started with the
devil. There was no wickedness in the universe until he
introduced it.

“He that committeth sin is of the devil: for the devil
sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose, the Son
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of God appeared, that He might destroy the works of
the devil.”—1 St. John 3:8.

Satan committed the first murder. He spoke the first
lie. Itisour Lord and Saviour who charged him with being
amurderer and lier. Christ knew, for Hewaswell-acquainted
with Satan’srebellion in heaven. The devil abode not inthe
truth. Thisindicatesthat, at an earlier time, he had beenin
the truth.

“You are of your father the devil, and the desires of
your father you will do. He was a murderer from the be-
ginning, and he stood not in the truth; becausetruthisnot
in him. When he speaketh alie, he speaketh of hisown:
for heisaliar, and the father thereof.”—St. John 8:44.

What kind of being was this fallen angel? The Bible
record saysthat he was perfect until iniquity wasfound in
him. Hemade adevil out of himself. God isnot responsible
for Satan’s action. The devil was afree moral agent, aswe
are, with the power of choice. He could choose to obey
God’'s commandments or he could choose to disobey and
take the consequences.

“Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day of thy
creation, until iniquity was found in thee.”—Ezechiel
28:15.

How did Satan sin? We are told that he thought too
much of himself. He took the beauty and intellect which
God gave him and became proud and self-exalted.

“Andthy heart waslifted up with thy beauty: thou hast
lost thy wisdom in thy beauty, | have cast thee to the
ground: | have set thee before the face of kings, that they
might behold thee.” —Ezechiel 28:17.

Lucifer was once abeautiful angel who fell so far!

“How arethou fallenfrom heaven, O Lucifer, who didst
riseinthe morning? how art thou fallen to the earth, that
didst wound the nations?’—Isaias 14:12.

Thinking he could become greater than God, Satan
talked himself into deception. Herose higher and higher in
his selfish ambitions. There seemed to be no limit, in his
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thinking, to what he would be able to do.

“And thou saidst in thy heart: | will ascend into
heaven, | will exalt my throne above the stars of God,
| will sit in the mountain of the covenant, in the sides of
the north.

“1 will ascend above the height of the clouds, | will
be like the most High.”—Isaias 14:13-14.

Satan had once been a beautiful being. Onetranslation
of thefollowing passage says he was* the anointed cherub,”
aboveall theangelic host.

“Thou acherub stretched out, and protecting, and | set
theein the holy mountain of God, thou hast walked inthe
midst of the stones of fire.”—Ezechiel 28:14.

Satan was cast out of heaven, but he was not immedi-
ately destroyed because the good angel s and the inhabitants
of other worlds would question the justice of God. So it
was necessary for the results of sin to be fully seen. You
and | in our world today seethose results continually. Time
had to be given to demonstrate the evil and destructiveness
of Satan’s character, methods, and plans.

“By the multitude of thy merchandise, thy inner parts
werefilled with iniquity, and thou hast sinned: and | cast
thee out from the mountain of God, and destroyed thee,

O covering cherub, out of the midst of the stones of
fire.”—Ezechiel 28:16.

Then God created our world, and told Adam and Eve
to have dominion over it. Their life and happiness depended
on obedience to their Maker.

“And God blessed them, saying: Increase and multiply,
andfill the earth, and subdueit, and rule over thefishes of
the sea, and the fowls of the air, and all living creatures
that move upon the earth.” —Genesis 1:28.

In Hisdeep love, God made abeautiful gardeninwhich
our first parents could live. God supplied their every need.

“Andthe Lord God had planted a paradise of pleasure
from the beginning: wherein He placed man whom He
had formed.
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“And the Lord God brought forth of the ground all
manner of trees, fair to behold, and pleasant to eat of:
thetree of life also in the midst of paradise: and the tree
of knowledge of good and evil.”—Genesis 2:8-9.

But there was one prohibition: Adam and Eve were
not to eat the fruit of only onetree. Aslong asthey obeyed,
they acknowledged God astheir ruler.

“And He commanded him, saying: Of every tree of
paradise thou shalt eat:

“But of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat. For in what day soever thou shalt eat of it,
thou shalt die the death.”—Genesis 2:16-17.

Satan determined to cause them to fall. He used a ser-
pent in the forbidden tree as amedium to speak to Eve. He
told her, “Why did God tell you this?”—implying that God
was not a nice Person, but was keeping something very
good from them. Today, the devil is still casting doubt on
thewords of God! Through men Satan says that the Bible,
the Word of God, cannot be trusted and should not be
obeyed.

“Now the serpent was more subtlethan any of the beasts
of theearth which the Lord God had made. And He said to
the woman: Why hath God commanded you, that you
should not eat of every tree of paradise?’—Genesis 3:1.

Eve should have run away from the tempter, but she
stopped to talk with him. By doing so, she was overcome.
When you are tempted, run to Christ your Saviour! Do not
pauseto dally with sin.

“ And thewoman answered him, saying: Of thefruit of
thetreesthat arein paradise we do eat:

“But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of
paradise, God hath commanded usthat we should not eat;
and that we should not touch it, lest perhaps we die.”—
Genesis 3:2-3.

Satan contradicted God. He said. “You will not die by
disobeying; you will actually be more alive than before!”

“And the serpent said to the woman: No, you shall
not die the death.
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“For God doth know that in what day soever you
shall eat thereof, your eyes shall be opened: and you
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.”—Genesis
3:4-5.

After al that God had done for them, Eve believed
Satan’slie! Then she enticed her husband to also eat of the
forbidden fruit. Adam sold his dominion to Satan and be-
came subject to him.

“ And the woman saw that the treewas good to eat, and
fair to the eyes, and delightful to behold: and she took of
thefruit thereof, and did eat, and gave to her husband who
did eat.”—Genesis 3:6.

God in His great mercy made known the plan of re-
demption to Adam and Eve. Through the grace of God
they could be redeemed from the power of the devil. The
“seed,” our Saviour, would bruise the head of Satan. Thus
wasforetold the battle which would occur when Christ came
to earth. Satan would, as it were, bruise Christ’s heel, by
causing Him great suffering. But Christ would conguer the
devil—and, by faith in Christ, we can sharein that victory!
Only through Christ can we be saved!

“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your seed and her seed; he shall bruisethy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel.”—Genesis 3:15, R.S.V.

God made coats of skin and clothed them. This cover-
ing cost the life of an innocent animal. Blood had to be
shed. Thistypified the death of the innocent Lamb of God
who was to shed His blood in behalf of the human family;
and, with Hisperfect life, Hewould clotheus, that is, credit
to our account,—His own righteousness. Thank God every
day for what He has provided! Salvation in Jesus Christ,
our Lord and only Saviour. All that was lost in the fall
would be bought back by Christ.

“And the Lord God made for Adam and hiswife gar-
ments of skins, and clothed them.”—Genesis 3:21.

All about us, in newspapers and news reports, we wit-
ness the effects of what Satan is doing in our world. The
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devil isthe*prince of thisworld”; yet, by clinging to Christ,
we can overcome him!

“1 will not now speak many things with you. For the
prince of thisworld cometh, and in Me he hath not any
thing.”—St. John 14:30.

Satanisalso called “the prince of the power of theair.”
As far as God permits, the devil controls the elements—
and causes terrible storms and other tragedies. Were it not
for the restraining hand of God, Satan would destroy ev-
erything and everyone. Heisonly evil continually.

“Wherein in time past you walked according to the
course of thisworld, according to the prince of the power
of thisair, of the spirit that now worketh on the children
of unbelief.”—Ephesians 2:2.

God sent His Son to “ seek and to save that which was
lost.” Heis seeking Hislost children today. We must come
to Him that we might be saved, and help bring others to
Him.

“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which waslost.”—St. Luke 19:10.
Satan tempted Christ, in the hope of causing Him to
doubt God's care, as Eve had been led to doubt it.
“Andthedevil led Himinto ahigh mountain, and shewed
Him all the kingdoms of the world in amoment of time.
“And hesaid to Him: Totheewill | giveall thispower,
and theglory of them; for to methey aredelivered, and to
whom | will, | givethem.
“If Thou therefore wilt adore before me, al shall be
Thine.”—St. Luke 4:5-7.

Had Christ yielded to the suggestions of Satan, al would
have been lost. But, thank God, our Saviour withstood the
enemy. Noticethat, instead of arguing with the devil, Christ
answered him with Bible commands and promises.

“And Jesus answering said to him: It iswritten: thou
shalt adore the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou
serve.”—St. Luke 4:8.
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Christ paid the ransom for our souls, by dying in our
place. We are twice His. Christ made us and then He bought
us back. What more could He do to show us how much He
loves us? We are precious to Him, and He should be pre-
ciousto us.

“And His sweat became as drops of blood, trickling
down upon the ground.”—St. Luke 22:44.

The “tower of the flock” is Christ; and to Him will
comethe“first power,” that is, the purchased possession—
the whole earth.

“And thou, O cloudy tower of theflock, of the daugh-
ter of Sion, unto thee shall it come: yea the first power
shall come, the kingdom to the daughter of Jerusalem.” —
Micheas 4:8.

Soon Christ will return, and we will be with Him for-
ever.

“ And the seventh angel sounded the trumpet: and there
weregreat voicesin heaven, saying: Thekingdom of this
worldisbecome our Lord’ sand HisChrist’'sand He shall
reignfor ever and ever. Amen.”—The Apocalypse 11:15.

CHAPTER FIVE
THE GREAT IMAGE
OF DANIEL TWO

The prophecy of Daniel 2 was given by the God of
heaven, to call our attention to the eventsleading up to the
closeof thisworld’shistory. This prophecy, relating toworld
empires, has been confirmed by historians.

Thehistorian Gibbon wrotethis:

“Theimagesof God, or silver, or brass, that might serve
to represent the nations and their kings, were succes-
sively broken by the iron monarchy of Rome.”—Ed-
ward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-
pire, Vol. 3, p. 634.
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St. Peter explains how God gave Bible prophecy to us.
It did not come by the will of man, but by the Holy Spirit
taking control of the prophet, who then wrote as the Holy
Spirit guided.

“For prophecy came not by thewill of man at any time:
but the holy men of God spoke, inspired by the Holy
Ghost.”—2 St. Peter 1:21.

Only God can reveal the end from the beginning.

“Remember theformer age, for | am God, and thereis
no God beside, neither isthere the like to Me:

“Who shew from the beginning the thingsthat shall be
at last, and from ancient times the things that as yet are
not done, saying: My counsel shall stand, and all My will
shall be done.”—Isaias 46:9-10.

The Lord reveals future events by His prophets. We
should study what the prophets have written in order to
know what the future holds for us. If we refuse to investi-
gate the prophecies, we are ignoring what God in Hislove
gaveto prepare usfor coming events.

“For the Lord God doth nothing without revealing His
secret to His servants the prophets.”—Amos 3:7.

Our Lord recognized Daniel asaprophet. According to
Christ, we can understand prophecy if we read the Book of
Daniel. How few are heeding theinjunction which our Lord
gave, to read and understand the prophecies of Daniel. Sa-
tan wants to keep usin ignorance regarding the future.

“When thereforeyou shall see the abomination of deso-
lation, which was spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand-
ingintheholy place: hethat readeth [et him understand.” —
St. Matthew 24:15.

The king had a dream which troubled him. He was
awarethat it involved him asaworld ruler.

“In the second year of the reign of Nabuchodonosor
[Nebuchadnezzar], Nabuchodonosor had a dream, and
his spirit was terrified, and his dream went out of his
mind.”—Daniel 2:1.

The so-called wise men had professed to foretell the
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mystery of the future, and now they are to be put to the
test.

“Then the king commanded to call together the di-
viners and the wise men, and the magicians, and the
Chaldeans:. to declare to the king his dreams. so they
came and stood before the king.

“And the king said to them: | saw a dream, and be-
ing troubled in mind | know not what | saw.”—Daniel
2:2-3.

Had the king remembered the dream and made it
known to the astrol ogers, they would have evoked by some
magic incantation an interpretation which would have been
false. God withheld the dream so that no false meaning
would be applied by the professed wise men.

“And the Chaldeans answered the king in Syriac: O
king, live for ever: tell to thy servants thy dream, and
wewill declare theinterpretation thereof.”—Daniel 2:4.

The king was about to take drastic measures because
he had been deceived by these pseudoscientists. They
claimed to read the stars, tell their influences upon human
affairs, and predict what would happen.

“And the king answering said to the Chaldeans. The
thingisgoneout of my mind: unlessyoutell methedream,
and the meaning thereof, you shall be put death, and your
houses shall be confiscated.

“But if you tell the dream, and the meaning of it, you
shall receive of merewards, and gifts, and great honour:
therefore tell me the dream, and the interpretation
thereof.”—Daniel 2:5-6.

They again asked the king to tell them the forgotten
dream, and they promised that the interpretation would be
forthcoming.

“They answered again and said: Let the king tell his
servants the dream, and we will declare the interpreta-
tion of it.”—Daniel 2:7.

Theking said if they would only tell him the dream, he
would have confidencein their interpretation.

“The king answered, and said: | know for certain
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that you seek to gain time, since you know that the
thing is gone from me.

“If therefore you tell me not the dream, there is one
sentence concerning you, that you have also framed aly-
ing interpretation, and full of deceit, to speak before me
till thetime passaway. Tell methereforethedream, that |
may know that you also give a true interpretation
thereof.”—Daniel 2:8-9.

Only “the gods, whose conversation is not with men,”
cantell the dream, said the magicians.

“Thenthe Chd deansanswered beforetheking, and said:
Thereisno man upon earth, that can accomplish thy word,
O king, neither doth any king, though great and mighty,
ask such athing of any diviner, or wise man, or Chaldean.

“For thething that thou askest, O king, isdifficult; nor
can any one be found that can shew it before the king,
except the gods, whose conversation isnot with men.” —
Daniel 2:10-11.

A death decree which included Daniel and his com-
panions went forth.

“Upon hearing this, thekinginfury, and in great wrath,
commanded that al the wise men of Babylon should be
put to death.

“ And the decree being gone forth, the wise men were
slain: and Daniel and his companionswere sought for, to
be put to death.”—Daniel 2:13.

Daniel learned for the first time what he faced.

“Then Daniel inquired concerning thelaw and the sen-
tence, of Arioch the general of the king'sarmy, who was
goneforth to kill the wise men of Babylon.

“ And he asked him that had received the orders of the
king, why so cruel a sentence was gone forth from the
face of the king. And . . Arioch had told the matter to
Daniel.”—Daniel 2:14-15.

It took courage to appear before such an infuriated
ruler. Daniel was acaptive from Judeawho believed in the
true God, the One who aone could reveal the future.
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“Daniel went in and desired of theking, that hewould
give himtimeto resolvethe question and declareit to the
king.”—Daniel 2:16.

Daniel and histhree companions had a prayer meeting
in which they implored God to reveal the dream and its
interpretation.

“And he went into his house, and told the matter to
Ananias, and Misadl, and Azarias hiscompanions:

“To the end that they should ask mercy at the face of
the God of heaven concerning this secret, and that Daniel
and his companions might not perish with therest of the
wise men of Babylon.”—Daniel 2:17-18.

The answer to their united prayers came. God will do
the same for us today if we seek Him for wisdom and an
understanding of the prophecies of HisWord.

“Thenwasthe mystery revealed to Daniel by avision
inthenight: and Daniel blessed the God of heaven.

“ And speaking he said: Blessed bethenameof theLord
from eternity and for evermore: for wisdom and forti-
tudeareHis.

“ And He changeth times and ages: taketh away king-
doms and establisheth them, giveth wisdom to the wise,
and knowledge to them that have understanding.

“Hereved eth deep and hidden things, and knoweth what
isindarkness: and light iswith Him.

“To thee, O God of our fathers, | give thanks, and |
praise Thee: because Thou hast given me wisdom and
strength: and now Thou hast shewn mewhat we desired of
Thee, for Thou hast made known to us, the king's dis-
course.”—Daniel 2:19-23.

Arioch took the credit for finding a man who would
make known to the king hislost dream and its meaning.

“After this Daniel went in to Arioch, to whom the
king had given orders to destroy the wise men of
Babylon, and he spoke thus to him: Destroy not the
wise men of Babylon: bring me in before the king and |
will tell the solution to the king.
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“Then Arioch in haste brought in Daniel to the king
and said to him: | have found aman of the children of the
captivity of Juda, that will resolve the question to the
king.”—Daniel 2:24-25.

“Art thou able?’” The professed wise men had failed.
Could Dani€l reveal thedream?

“Theking answered, and said to Daniel, whose name
was Baltassar [Belteshazzar]: Thinkest thou indeed that
thou canst tell methedream that | saw, and theinterpreta-
tion thereof?

“And Daniel made answer before the king, and said:
The secret that the king desireth to know, none of thewise
men, or the philosophers, or the diviners, or the sooth-
sayers can declare to the king.”—Daniel 2:26-27.

Daniel even told the king what he was thinking before
he had the dream. He was wondering what would happen
to hiskingdom and what the future held in store for him.

“Thou, O king, didst begin to think in thy bed, what
should cometo pass hereafter: and Hethat revealeth mys-
teries shewed thee what shall come to pass.”—Daniel
2:29.

Note Daniel’shumility.

“Tomealso thissecret isrevealed, not by any wisdom
that | have morethan al men alive: but that theinterpreta-
tion might be made manifest to the king, and thou mightest
know the thoughts of thy mind.”—Daniel 2:30.

Theking must have listened with rapt attention as Daniel
unfolded thedreamto him. It wasno wonder hewastroubled
regarding it. He was eager to know what it implied.

“Thou, O king, sawest, and behold therewas asit were
a great statue: this statue, which was great and high,
tall of stature, stood before thee, and the look thereof
was terrible.

“The head of this statue was of fine gold, but the
breast and the arms of silver, and the belly and the
thighs of brass:

“And the legs of iron, the feet part of iron and part
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of clay.

“Thus thou sawest, till a stone was cut out of a
mountain without hands: and it struck the statue upon
the feet thereof that were of iron and of clay, and broke
them in pieces.

“Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver,
and the gold broken to pieces together, and became like
the chaff of a summer’s thrashingfloor, and they were
carried away by the wind: and there was no place found
for them: but the stone that struck the statue, became a
great mountain, and filled the whole earth.”—Daniel
31-35.

Daniel did not ask the king if this was what he had
dreamed. That would have cast reflection upon the validity
of what God had revealed to him. “Thisis the dream,” he
said. Daniel spokewithtotal certainty.

“Thisisthedream: we will also tell theinterpretation
thereof before thee, O king.”—Daniel 2:36.

The king was an idolater. He worshiped images. The
metallic image in his dream, therefore, made a profound
impression. His kingdom represented the head of thisim-
age, whichwasgold. Imagine hisreaction when herealized
the image was not all gold, which would indicate that his
kingdom would not last forever.

“Thou art aking of kings: and the God of heaven hath
giventheeakingdom, and strength, and power, and glory:

“And all places wherein the children of men, and the
beasts of thefield do dwell: He hath also given the birds
of theair into thy hand, and hath put all things under thy
power: thou therefore art the head of gold.”—Daniel
2:37-38.

Later Nebuchadnezzar made an image all of gold, in
defiance of the word of prophecy, and commanded every
one, under penalty of death, to bow down and reverence
the image he had made.

“King Nabuchodonosor [Nebuchadnezzar] made a
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statue of gold, of sixty cubits high, and six cubits broad,
and he set it up in the plain of Dura, of the province of
Babylon.

“Then Nabuchodonosor the king sent to call together
the nobles, the magistrates, and the judges, the captains,
the rulers, and governors, to come to the dedication of
the statue which king Nabuchodonosor had set up.

“Then the nobles, the magistrates, and the judges, the
captains, and rulers, and the great men that wereplacedin
authority, and al the princes of the provinces, were gath-
ered together to come to the dedication of the statue,
which king Nabuchodonosor had set up. And they stood
before the statue whi ch king Nabuchodonosor had set up.

“Then aherald cried with astrong voice: Toyouitis
commanded, O nations, tribes, and languages:

“That in the hour that you shall hear the sound of the
trumpet, and of the flute, and of the harp, of the sackbut,
and of the psaltery, and of the symphony, and of all kind
of music; yefall down and adore the golden statue which
king Nabuchodonosor hath set up.”—Daniel 3:1-5.

Three young men refused. They believed in God’'s Ten
Commandments. They would rather die than violate them,;
and bowing to thisgolden image would be breaking thefirst
and second commandments.

Their lovefor their Lord surpassed their lovefor lifein
thisworld. Thisistrue Christianity. We, too, should choose
to die rather than bow to an image.

“And presently at that very time some Chaldeanscame
and accused the Jews.

“And said to the king Nabuchodonosor: O king, live
for ever:

“Thou, O king, hast made a decree that every man
that shall hear the sound of the trumpet, the flute, and
the harp, of the sackbut, and the psaltery, of the sym-
phony, and of all kind of music, shall prostrate himself,
and adore the golden statue:

“And that if any man shall not fall down and adore,
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he should be cast into a furnace of burning fire.

“Now there are certain Jews whom thou hast set
over the works of the province of Babylon, Sidrach,
Misach, and Abdenago: these men, O king, have slighted
thy decree: they worship not thy gods, nor do they
adore the golden statue which thou hast set up.

“Then Nabuchodonosor in fury, and in wrath, com-
manded that Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago should be
brought: who immediately were brought before the king.

“ And Nabuchodonosor the king spoketo them, and said:
Isit true, O Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago [ Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego], that you do not worship my
gods, nor adore the golden statue that | have set up?

“Now therefore if you be ready at what hour soever
you shall hear the sound of the trumpet, flute, harp,
sackbut, and psaltery, and symphony, and of all kind of
music, prostrate yourselves, and adore the statuewhich |
have made: but if you do not adore, you shall be cast the
same hour into the furnace of burning fire: and whoisthe
God that shall deliver you out of my hand?’—Daniel
3:8-15.

But the young men werefaithful to the God of heaven.
They knew that they dared not bow down to statues, even
though not doing so might cost them their lives.

“Sidrach, Mesach, and Abdenago answered and said to
king Nabuchodonosor: We have no occasion to answer thee
concerning this matter.

“For behold our God, whom weworship, isableto save
us from the furnace of burning fire, and to deliver us out
of thy hands, O king.

“But if Hewill not, be it known to thee, O king, that
we will not worship thy gods, nor adore the golden
statue which thou hast set up.”—Daniel 3:16-18.

Nebuchadnezzar (605-539 B.C.) reigned over one of
the greatest of kingdoms, which was represented by the
golden head of thisimage. In 605 B.C. Babylon became a
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universal power. Its capital, regarded as one of the won-
dersof theworld, waslaid out in a perfect square, 15 miles
on each side. It had awall 350 feet high and 86 feet thick.
The city had 50 streets, each 150 feet in width, and 150
gates of solid brass. The river Euphrates flowed through
the city. Never has there been a city like it. Isaias, the
prophet, writing about Babylon, expressesit thus: “ Babylon,
the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excel-
lency.”

Such was Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom of Babylon. In
this city with its impregnable walls, Daniel witnessed for
thetrue God. Hewasacaptive, yet he maintained hisinteg-
rity to hisLord. Helived to seethefulfillment of theking's
dream in the overthrow of Babylon by the Medes and Per-
sians. The golden kingdom perished, and another took its
place.

“Thou art aking of kings: and the God of heaven hath
giventheeakingdom, and strength, and power, and glory:

“And all places wherein the children of men, and the
beasts of thefield do dwell: He hath also given the birds
of theair into thy hand, and hath put al things under thy
power: thou therefore art the head of gold.”—Daniel
2:37-38.

An“inferior” kingdom. Assilver isinferior to gold, so
the Medo-Persian Empire (539-331 B.C.) was inferior to
Babylon.

“And after thee shall rise up another kingdom, inferior
to thee, of silver: and another third kingdom of brass,
which shall rule over all theworld.”—Daniel 2:39.

The Lord called Cyrus by name 113 years before he
was born, and told how he was to take the impregnable
city of Babylon.

“Thus saith the Lord to My anointed Cyrus, whose
right hand | have taken hold of, to subdue nations be-
fore his face, and to turn the backs of kings, and to
open the doors before him, and the gates shall not be
shut.
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“For the sake of My servant Jacob, and Israel My
elect, | have even called thee by thy name: | have made
a likeness of thee, and thou hast not known Me.”"—
Isaias 45:1, 4.

The gates of brass were not to be shut. Had they been,
Cyrus could never have taken the city. God went before
Cyrus, for the time had come when the wickedness of
Babylon had reached its summit.

“1 will go beforethee, and will humblethe great ones
of the earth: | will break in piecesthe gates of brass, and
will burst the bars of iron.

“And | will give thee hidden treasures, and the con-
cealed riches of secret places: that thou mayest know that
| am the Lord who call thee by thy name, the God of Is-
rael.”—lsaias 45:2-3.

This chapter tells the story of why the God of heaven
could no longer bear with thiskingdom. (See Jeremias50:24,
25.) During Beltasar’s feast, marked by drunkenness and
unholy revelry, Cyrus made his attack. The massive gates
were not shut, for the sentries were insensible to the im-
pending danger because of the gala season.

“Baltasar the king made agreat feast for athousand of
hisnobles: and every one drank according to hisage.

“And being now drunk he commanded that they should
bring the vessels of gold and silver which Nabuchodon-
osor hisfather had brought away out of the temple, that
was in Jerusalem, that the king and his nobles, and his
wives and his concubines, might drink in them.

“Thenwerethegolden and silver vessal sbrought, which
he had brought away out of thetemplethat wasin Jerusa-
lem: and the king and his nobles, his wives and his
concubines, drank in them.

“They drank wine, and praised their gods of gold,
and of silver, of brass, of iron, and of wood, and of
stone.

“In the same hour there appeared fingers, as it were
of the hand of a man, writing over against the candle-
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stick upon the surface of the wall of the king's palace:
and the king beheld the joints of the hand that wrote.

“Then was the king's countenance changed, and his
thoughts troubled him: and the joints of his loins were
loosed, and his knees struck one against the other.

“Andtheking cried out aloud to bring in thewise men,
the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spoke,
and said to the wise men of Babylon: Whaosoever shall
read thiswriting, and shall make known to me the inter-
pretation thereof, shall be clothed with purple, and shall
have agolden chain on hisneck, and shall bethethird man
inmy kingdom.

“Then camein all theking’swise men, but they could
neither read the writing, nor declare the interpretation to
theking.

“Wherewith king Baltasar wasmuch troubled, and his
countenance was changed: and his nobles also were
troubled.”—Daniel 5:1-9.

But the queen mother remembered Daniel, and shetold
the young king that there was a man of God, in the realm,
who could read the ominous writing on the wall.

“Then the queen, on occasion of what had happened to
theking, and hisnobles, cameinto the banquet house; and
she spoke and said: O king, live for ever: let not thy
thoughts trouble thee, neither let thy countenance be
changed.

“Thereisaman in thy kingdom that hath the spirit of
the holy godsin him: andin the days of thy father know!-
edge and wisdom werefound in him: for king Nabuchod-
onosor thy father appointed him prince of the wise men,
enchanters, Chaldeans, and soothsayers, thy father, |
say, O king:

“Because a greater spirit, and knowledge, and un-
derstanding, and interpretation of dreams, and shewing
of secrets, and resolving of difficult things, were found
in him, that is, in Daniel: whom the king named
Baltassar. Now therefore let Daniel be called for, and
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he will tell the interpretation.

“Then Daniel was brought in before the king. And
the king spoke, and said to him: Art thou Daniel of the
children of the captivity of Juda, whom my father the
king brought out of Judea?

“1 have heard of thee, that thou hast the spirit of the
gods, and excellent knowledge, and understanding, and
wisdom arefound in thee.

“And now the wise men the magicians have comein
beforeme, to read thiswriting, and shew metheinterpre-
tation thereof: and they could not declare to me the mean-
ing of thiswriting.

“But | have heard of thee, that thou canst interpret ob-
scurethings, and resolve difficult things: now if thou art
ableto read thewriting, and to shew metheinterpretation
thereof, thou shalt be clothed with purple, and shalt have
achain of gold about thy neck, and shalt bethethird prince
inmy kingdom.

“Towhich Daniel madeanswer, and said beforetheking:
Thy rewards beto thyself, and the gifts of thy house give
to another: but thewriting | will read to thee, O king, and
shew thee the interpretation thereof.”—Daniel 5:10-17.

Daniel, the faithful servant of God, was the only man
in the kingdom who could read the writing on the wall.
“O king, the most high God gave to Nabuchodonosor
thy father akingdom, and greatness, and glory, and honour.

“Andfor the greatnessthat He gaveto him, all people,
tribes, and languages trembled, and were afraid of him:
whom he would, he slew: and whom he would, he de-
stroyed: and whom he would, he set up: and whom he
would, he brought down.

“But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit hard-
ened unto pride, he was put down from the throne of his
kingdom, and hisglory wastaken away.

“And hewas driven out from the sons of men, and his
heart was made like the beasts, and hisdwelling waswith
the wild asses, and he did eat grass like an ox, and his
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body was wet with the dew of heaven: till he knew that
the most High ruled in the kingdom of men, and that He
will set over it whomsoever it shall please Him.

“Thou also his son, O Baltasar, hast not humbled
thy heart, whereas thou knewest all these things:

“But hast lifted thyself up against the Lord of heaven:
and the vessels of His house have been brought before
thee: and thou, and thy nobles, and thy wives, and thy con-
cubines have drunk wine in them: and thou hast praised
the gods of silver, and of gold, and of brass, of iron, and
of wood, and of stone, that neither see, nor hear, nor feel:
but the God who hath thy breath in Hishand, and al thy
ways, thou hast not glorified.”—Daniel 5:18-23.

Daniel read the handwriting which spelled the doom of
that once-great empire.

“And this is the writing that is written: MANE,
THECEL, PHARES.

“Andthisistheinterpretation of theword. MANE: God
hath numbered thy kingdom, and hath finished it.

“THECEL: thou art weighed in the balance, and art
found wanting.

“PHARES: thy kingdomisdivided, andisgiventothe
Medes and Persians.

“Then by theking'scommand Daniel wasclothed with
purple, and achain of gold was put about his neck: and it
was proclaimed of him that he had power asthe third man
in the kingdom.” —Daniel 5:25-29.

Theyoung profligate king was slain, and the kingdom
went into the hands of the Medes. The unrivaled Babylo-
nian Empire, the master of western Asia, was shattered,
never to be restored.

“The same night Baltasar the Chaldean king wasdain.
And Darius the Mede succeeded to the kingdom, being
threescore and two years old.”—Daniel 5:0-31.

The Medo-Persian kingdom bore sway over the world
from 53910 331 B.C. It wasinferior in wealth, luxury, and
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magnificence, but not in power or extent. The silver breast
and arms of the image extended from the Aegean Sea to
the River Indus, the most extensive empire which had ever
existed up to that time.
“And after thee shall rise up another kingdom, infe-
rior to thee, of silver.”—Daniel 2:39.

A third kingdom of brass was to supplant the Persian
kingdom, namely, Greece (331-168 B.C.). Alexander the
Great, the formidable foe at the Battle of Arbelain 331
B.C., was victorious over the Persians. But prophecy fur-
ther states that the Grecian Empire was not to stand for-
ever.

“ And another third kingdom of brass, which shall rule
over all theworld.”—Daniel 2:39.

What kingdom succeeded Grecia? Thelegs of iron de-
note the strength of the fourth and last world empire. Rome
conguered Grecia in the Battle of Pydna, June 22, 168
B.C. Thewhole empire of Greciafell to the Roman power.
The Roman Empire (168 B.C.-A.D. 476) extended through-
out Europe, with possessions in Asia and Africa. It con-
quered everything; and its laws, in many instances just,
werefelt throughout theworld. But eventhisuniversal king-
dom, according to prophecy, was not to stand forever. It
was to be divided into ten parts

“And the fourth kingdom shall be as iron. As iron
breaketh into pieces, and subdueth all things, so shall that
break and destroy all these.”—Daniel 2:40.

In the next two verses is depicted the dividing of the
Roman Empire—ten toes, ten divisions. Thisdivision was
accomplished between A.D. 351 and 476. These ten inde-
pendent kingdoms were Alemanni, Ostrogoths, Visigoths,
Franks, Vandals, Suevi, Burgundians, Heruli, Anglo-Sax-
ons, and Lombards. The connection between these nations
and the nations of modern Europe can be easily discerned
by such names as England (the Anglo-Saxons), Franks (the
French), and Alemanni (which suggests the name of Ger-
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many). The European nations today are “partly strong and
partly broken,” just as the prophecy states.

“And whereas thou sawest the feet, and the toes,
part of potter’s clay, and part of iron: the kingdom shall
be divided, but yet it shall take its origin from the iron,
according as thou sawest the iron mixed with the miry
clay.

“And as the toes of the feet were part of iron and
part of clay, the kingdom shall be partly strong, and
partly broken.”—Daniel 2:41-42.

“They shall not cleave one to another.” Men have
dreamed of uniting Europe, men such as Charlemagne,
CharlesV, Louis X1V, Napoleon, Kaiser Wilhelm, and Hitler.
But al havefailed. Romewasto bethelast universal king-
dom until God'’s kingdom is set up. Prophecy cannot be
broken. Force, intrigue, and diplomacy thusfar havefailed
to weld together the fragments of the old Roman Empire.
“The Scripture cannot be broken” (St. John 10:35).

“They shall mingle themselves with the seed of men.”
Throughintermarriage of royal families, alliances, intrigues,
and high-level conferences, governments havetried to con-
solidatetheir power for the purpose of uniting thesedivided
nations. But al such human endeavors have faled, as the
prophecy has declared. Iron and clay cannot mix.

“And whereas thou sawest the iron mixed with miry
clay, they shall be mingled indeed together with the seed
of man, but they shall not stick fast oneto another, asiron
cannot be mixed with clay.”—Daniel 2:43.

“In the days of these kings’ God is going to take over.
No man or body of men can find alasting solution to world
prablems. All attemptsthusfar have been futile. The United
Nations has not yet solved the vexing situation confronting
the world. In this text, we reach the glorious end of this
stupendous prophecy, the end of human history and human
rulership.
“But in the days of those kingdomsthe God of heaven
will set up akingdom that shall never be destroyed, and
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Hiskingdom shall not be delivered up to another people,
and it shall break in pieces and shall consume al these
kingdoms, and itself shall stand for ever.”—Daniel 2:44.

Only one universal kingdom can be established— the
kingdom of God.

“According as thou sawest that the stone was cut out
of the mountain without hands, and broke in pieces, the
clay, and the iron, and the brass, and the silver, and the
gold, the great God hath shewn the king what shall come
to pass hereafter, and the dream istrue, and the interpre-
tation thereof is faithful.”—Daniel 2:45.

“The kingdoms of this world are to become the king-
domsof our Lord.” Wearesitill praying the Lord's prayer—
“Thy kingdom come.” This kingdom is soon to be set up.

“ And the seventh angel sounded the trumpet: and there
were great voicesin heaven, saying: Thekingdom of this
worldisbecomeour Lord'sand HisChrist’s, and He shall
reignfor ever and ever. Amen.”—The Apocalypse 11:15.

The stone that strikes the image on the feet is Christ.
St. Peter declares that our blessed Lord isthe stone. Heis
the “Rock of Ages’ who paid theinfinite price not only for
man, but for the whole earth. He bought back this earth by
shedding Hisblood on Calvary.
“1f so beyou havetasted that the Lord is sweet.

“Unto whom coming, asto aliving stone, rejected in-
deed by men, but chosen and made honourable by God.”—
1 St. Peter 2:3-4.

This is the coming kingdom. This should be the all-
absorbing thought of our lives. We want to participate in
the glories and blessings of our Lord's everlasting king-
dom. And He wants us with Him.

“Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver
and the gold broken to pieces together, and became like
the chaff of a summer’s thrashingfloor, and they were
carried away by the wind: and there was no place found
for them: but the stone that struck the statue became a
great mountain and filled the whole earth.”—Daniel
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CHAPTER SIX
THE SECOND COMMANDMENT

How the God of heaven regardsimageworshipisclearly
revealed in Holy Scripture.

The fundamental principle of love is what we find in
the Ten Commandments. We are to love God with all the
heart, soul, strength, and mind.

“Heanswering said: Thou shalt lovethe Lord thy God
with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with all
thy strength, and with all thy mind: and thy neighbour as
thyself.”—St. Luke 10:27.

God had the same standard down through the ages. His
plan for mankind has never changed.

“Hear, O lsrael, the Lord our God is one Lord. Thou
shdtlovetheL ord thy God with thy whole heart, and with
thy whole soul, and with thy whole strength.” —
Deuteronomy 6:4-5.

God aloneis entitled to supreme reverence and wor-
ship. This commandment forbids man to give worship to
another, saint or angel, his affections or his service. What-
soever we adore that interferes with our love for God, of
that we make a god.

“AndtheLord spokedl thesewords. | antheLord thy
God, who brought thee out of theland of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage. Thou shalt not have strange gods
before Me.”—Exodus 20:1-3.

Images or similitudesare forbidden by this second com-
mandment. The heathen claims that his images are only
symbols by which his god is worshiped. Some may claim
that we have the image only to remind us of God and the
saints. But God says not to “make . . any graven image.”
Any attempt to represent our blessed Lord by material ob-
jectswould lower man’s perception of Him.
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“Thou shalt not make to thyself a graven thing, nor
the likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or in
the earth beneath, nor of those things that are in the
waters under the earth.”—Exodus 20:4.

“Thou shalt not adore them” —images, carvings, or pic-
tures. Since God gave this commandment, He expects His
peopleto obey by putting aside all material objects of wor-
ship. For more than four hundred years a controversy was
waged over images being placed in the church. This prac-
tice eventually led to their being accepted as objects of
worship. But al thegeneral council decreescan never change
what God spoke and also wrote on tables of stone.

“1 the Lord thy God, mighty, jealous.” The sacred rela
tion of God to His peopleishererevealed. The displeasure
of God against images being made and adored isfitly called
jedlousy.

“Thou shalt not adore them, nor serve them: | am the
Lordthy God, mighty, jealous, visiting theiniquity of the
fathers upon the children, unto the third and fourth gen-
eration of them that hate Me.”—Exodus 20:5.

“Our Godisin heaven.” Heisneither onacrossnor in
the arms of His mother.

“But our God isin heaven: Hehath doneall thingswhat-
soever He would.”—Psalm 113:3 [Psalm 115:3].

Idols are . .“the works of the hands of men.”

Theidolsof the Gentilesare silver and gold, theworks
of the hands of men.”—Psalm 113:4 [Psalm 115:4].

L ooking at images turns the mind away from the infi-
nite perfection of God and attracts it to the creature rather
than to the Creator.

“They have mouths and speak not: they have eyes
and see not. They have ears and hear not: they have
noses and smell not. They have hands and feel not:
they have feet and walk not: neither shall they cry out
through their throat.”—Psalm 113:5-7 [Psalm 115:5-
7].

Truth can be exchanged for error, and the creature
can be worshiped and served more than the Creator. Un-
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fortunately, more prayers are frequently offered to beati-
fied and canonized saints than to God Himself.
“Who changed the truth of God into alie; and wor-
shipped and served the creature rather than the Creator,
who is blessed for ever.”—Romans 1:25.

A woe is pronounced upon those who worship graven
images.

“What doth the graven thing avail because the maker
thereof hath graven it, amolten, and afase image? be-
causetheforger thereof hath trusted in athing of hisown
forging, to makedumbidols.

“Woe to him that saith to wood: Awake: to the dumb
stone: Arise: canit teach?Behold, itislaid over with gold,
and silver, and thereisno spirit in the bowel sthereof.” —
Habacuc 2:19.

“By beholding we become changed.” Our character is
formed by what welook at in our religious exercises. If we
gaze upon that which is formed by human hands, the con-
ception of the eternal God becomes obscure, and as a con-
sequence the character becomes defective.

“Every man is become foolish by hisknowledge: ev-
ery founder is confounded by hisidol, for what he hath
cast isalie, and thereisno breath in them.

“They arevain works, and worthy to belaughed at, in
thetime of their visitation they shall perish.”—Jeremias
51:17-18.

The Lord did not alow His people to see any “simili-
tude,” form, or resemblance of Himself when He was on
Mount Sinai.

“Keep therefore your souls carefully. You saw not
any similitude in the day that the Lord God spoke to
you in Horeb from the midst of thefire.”—Deuteronomy
4:15.

Had they seen God's"“ similitude,” they would have been
inclined to corrupt themselves by forming an image like a
male or female. His attitude is the same today toward im-

ages.
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“Lest perhaps being deceived you might make you a
graven similitude, or image of male or female.”—
Deuteronomy 4:16.

God declaresHeisthe Eternal. Heisthe One and only
One.

“Thus saith the Lord the king of Israel, and His re-
deemer the Lord of hosts: | am thefirst, and | anthelast,
and besides Me thereis no God.

“Fear ye not, neither be ye troubled from that time |
have made thee to hear, and have declared: you are My
witnesses. |s there a God besides Me, a Maker, whom |
have not known?’—Isaias 44:6, 8.

Imagesare* profitablefor nothing,” God declares. Why
should we have in our worship that which is of no benefit?

“Who hath formed agod, and made agraven thing that
is profitable for nothing?'—Isaias 44:10.

Wearetold that the oneswho form theimagesareonly
“men.” Should wefall down before something aman made?

“Behold, al the partakersthereof shall be confounded:
for the makers are men: they shall all assembletogether,
they shall stand and fear, and shall be confounded to-
gether.”—Ilsaias 44:11.

The “tongs,” “coals,” and “hammers’ are used in the
formation of idols. Workmen use their strength and skill to
fashion them. The artisan gets hungry and has to be re-
vived by food and water. How futile to put faith in any
object made by human hands!

“The smith hath wrought with hisfile, with coal s, and
with hammers he hath formed it, and hath wrought
with the strength of his arm: he shall hunger and faint,
he shall drink no water, and shall be weary.”—Isaias
44:12.

The skilled carpenter is employed to use histechnique
in fashioning the “figure of a man,” to be set up in the
house for the devout to venerate.

“The carpenter hath stretched out his rule, he hath
formed it with a plane: he hath made it with corners,
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and hath fashioned it round with the compass; and he
hath made the image of a man as it were a beautiful
man dwelling in a house.” —Isaias 44:13.

What can more graphically portray the utter futility of
idol making and idol worship than isrecorded in these few
texts! To give obeisanceto that whichismade by the hands
of manisaninsult to our blessed Lord.

“He hath cut down cedars, taken the holm, and the oak
that stood among the trees of the forest: he hath planted
the pinetree, which the rain hath nourished.

“And it hath served men for fuel: hetook thereof, and
warmed himself: and he kindled it, and baked bread: but
of therest hemade agod, and adored it: he madeagraven
thing, and bowed down beforeit.

“Part of it he burnt with fire, and with part of it he
dressed his meat: he boiled pottage, and was filled, and
waswarmed, and said: Aha, | am warm, | have seen the
fire.

“But the residue thereof he made agod, and agraven
thing for himself: he boweth down beforeit, and adoreth
it, and prayeth untoit, saying: Deliver me, for thou art my
God.”—Ilsaias 44:14-17.

Thinking about image worship, someone haswritten:

“But how very foolish isthe practice of idolatry: For
life man praysto that which is dead. For health he prays
to that which has no health or strength. For agood jour-
ney he prays to that which cannot move afoot. For skill
and good success he prays to that which cannot do any-
thing. For wisdom and guidance and blessing, he com-
mits himself to a senseless piece of wood or stone.”

The Lord, through His Holy Word, will open our eyes
and give us an understanding of the awful danger in disre-
garding the second commandment of the Decal ogue.

“They have not known, nor understood: for their
eyes are covered that they may not see, and that they
may not understand with their heart.”—Isaias 44:18.

Itisjust asclear in another Church-authorized version:
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“All who make idols are nothing, and things they
delight in do not profit; their witnesses neither see nor
know, that they may be put to shame. Who fashions a
god or casts an image, that is profitable for nothing?
Behold, al his fellows shall be put to shame, and the
craftsmen are but men . . They shall be put to shame
together . .

“He cuts down cedars . . He makes a god and wor-
ships it. He makes it a graven image—and falls down
beforeit! . . Therest of it he makesinto agod, hisidol;
and falls down to it and worshipsit. He praysto it and
says, Deliver me, for thou art my god!”—Isaias 44:9-
11, 14-17, R.S.V.

According to the above Scripture, idolaters cannot be
saved unless they turn from their ways.

“And hethat spokewith me, had ameasure of areed of
gold, to measure the city and the gates thereof, and the
wall.”—The Apocalypse 21:15.

May God help usto give, from the heart, the adoration
which isdueto God alone.

“Then Jesus saith to him: Begone, Satan: for it iswrit-
ten, The Lord thy God shalt thou adore, and Him only
shalt thou serve.” —St. Matthew 4:10.

“Begone, Satan: for it iswritten: Thou shalt worship

theLord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.” —Mat-
thew 4:10, R.S.V.

CHAPTER SIX
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

A study of church history reveals that it was not until
centuries after the last book of the Bible waswritten in the
first century, A.D., that Christians began to bow down be-
fore images (statues and paintings), praying to and wor-
shiping them. In fact, it was not until halfway through the
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eighth century A.D. that church leaders officially declared,
for the first time, that such worship was not idolatry!

The second commandment as found in the Rheims-
Douai Version readsthus:

“Thou shalt not maketo thyself agraven thing, nor the
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or in the
earth beneath, nor of those things that are in the waters
under the earth.

“Thou shalt not adore them, nor serve them: | am the
Lordthy God, mighty, jealous, visiting theiniquity of the
fathers upon the children, unto the third and fourth gen-
eration of them that hate Me: and showing mercy unto
thousandsto them that love Me, and keep My command-
ments.”—Exodus 20:4-6.

The early Fathers of the Christian church is the name
given to the Christian writers of the first several centuries
after the first century in which the New Testament was
finished.

These early Fathersvoiced astrong protest against im-
ages being brought into the church. Here are a few terse
statements as historical evidence:

“Itisan injury to God, to make an image of Himin
base wood or stone.”—Justin Martyr, Justin’s Apology,

I, p.44.

“God ought to be worshiped without animage; images
serving only to bring the Deity into contempt.” —Augus-
tine, Augustine de Civil. Dei, 1. VII, C. 5.

St. Augustine also said this:

“It would be impious in a Christian to set up a cor-
poreal image of God in a church; and that he would be
thereby guilty of the sacrilege condemned by St. Paul,
of turning the glory of the incorruptible God into an
image made like to corruptible man.”—Augustine, Au-
gustine de Fidi, et symb., C. VII.

Hereisanother testimony of animportant early church
writer:

“We Christians have nothing to do with images, on
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account of the second commandment; the first thing
we teach those who come to us is, to despise idols and
all images; it being the peculiar character of the Chris-
tian religion to raise our minds above images, agreeably
to thelaw which God Himself has given to mankind.”—
Origen, Origen Against Celsus, 1. V., 7.

Others of the early Fathers, such as Tertullian and
Clemens Alexandrinus (Clement of Alexandria), opposed
images and their introduction into the church. These Fa-
thers disapproved the arts of statuary and painting.

The principles of the second commandment have been
practiced by the people of God down through the ages.
That commandment was a safeguard against the heathen
system of idol worship. Bowing before an image of wood,
brass, marble, fired clay, or porcelain—the workmanship
of human hands—was something those who kept the sec-
ond commandment did not do. They knew it wasidolatry.

According to the first commandment, we are not to
worship anyone other than God; we cannot bow down and
venerate a created being. According to the second com-
mandment, no images are permitted. We cannot use an
image as part of our worship of God.

The First Commandment—"Thou shalt not have
strange gods before Me.”—Exodus 20:3.

The Second Commandment—- Thou shalt not maketo
thyself agraven thing, nor thelikeness of any thing that is
in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, nor of those
things that are in the waters under the earth.

“Thou shalt not adore them, nor serve them: | am
the Lord thy God, mighty, jealous, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children, unto the third and
fourth generation of them that hate Me: And shewing
mercy unto thousands to them that love Me, and keep
My commandments.”—Exodus 20:4-6.

Thiscommandment of God isclear and exact and needs
no theologian to explain it away. Had all obeyed this com-
mandment, there would never have been a heathen or the



LESSONS FROM ANCIENT WRITINGS 199

various religions which are practiced in Africa, Asia, and
in other parts of the world.

How did image worship get started in the Church? Sev-
eral centuries after thetime of Christ and the Apostles, the
beginning of imageworship into the Church first camewith
the veneration of the cross and of relics. Next came the
belief that those who died as martyrs, or those who were
regarded as saints, could makeintercessionif implored, be-
cause they were in heaven, close to the throne of God.

Pilgrimages by the devout were made to the tombs of
deceased saints. Meritsand supernatural favorswere alleg-
edly gained by those who visited, touched, and kissed the
place where the deceased saint lay. But a memento was
needed. A memoria was sought which would be more ap-
pealing than a skull, a bone, or the mantle of a departed
saint. Painters and scul ptors were employed. Paintings and
scul pture of deceased Christians began to be made and dis-
played.

Pictures, when first introduced, were seemingly for the
purpose of instructing those who had difficulty inlearning.
To meet the minds of the newly converted pagans, pictures
were in demand. Heathen artists and craftsmen who pre-
pared pictures and sculptures of pagan gods and the hea-
then dead found a demand for their services by half-con-
verted Christians. Slowly, their work began to adorn the
places of worship.

It was not until over 650 years after the time of Christ
that image worship came into the Church. The pictures,
images, and relics were not at first venerated, nor did they
become part of worship until about the beginning of the
eighth century, when stealthily and imperceptibly rever-
ence and adoration were given to the images. The pro-
gression was slow, but the inevitable results were realized,;
for Christiansbegan praying beforetheimages of the saints,
and the door was opened for image worship in the Church.

Hereisthe story of how image worship was officially
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adopted by a Church council:
A brief entry in the National Catholic Almanac sum-
marizes part of the changeover.

“A.D. 726: Eastern Emperor Leo Il . . issued an
edict which declared that the veneration of images, pic-
tures and relics was idolatrous, and ordered their re-
moval from churches. This was the error of Icono-
clasm, or image-breaking.

“A.D. 727: A synod at Rome declared that the ven-
eration of images was in accordance with Catholic tra-
dition. Pope Gregory Il condemned Iconoclasm in
731.”—National Catholic Almanac, 1961 ed., p. 134.

The above statement speaks about an “error of icono-
clasm.” “Iconoclasm” isthe breaking of one'sidols, sothey
can no longer be venerated and worshiped. It is not an
“error” to do this. At the command of God, His peoplein
Bible times would smash their idols in order to purify the
land of idolatry. God told them to break their idols. In later
centuries this continued to be done by faithful Christians,
when they converted from heathenism—until Gregory 111
declared that anyone who destroyed hisidol would be ex-
communicated.

Hereisthe strange story behind how this happened:

Because church members were beginning to fall down
before statues and worship them, the Eastern Emperor Leo
I11 who was located at Constantinople issued an edict in
A.D. 726 that the veneration of images, pictures, and relics
was idolatry; and he ordered their removal from churches.
He commanded that bishops and priests oversee the smash-
ing of thoseidols.

Both Emperor Leo |11, and hisson Constantine V, were
opposed to having imagesin the churchesand homessince,
when they were there, people were tempted to kneel and
pray to them. So Constantine V decided to call aChristian
council, to prohibit imagesthroughout the Catholic Church.

That council was held in A.D. 754 at Hiera, near
Constantinople. (It is variously referred to as the Council
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of Hiera or the Council of Constantinople.) There were
338 hishops present at this large Church council, which
lasted a long time—over six months from February 10 to
August 17. It was a mgjor Church council.
The assembly was unanimously opposed to the wor-
ship of images, and the council issued thefollowing decree:
“The holy and Ecumenical council . . adhering to the
Word of God, the definitions of the six preceding coun-
cils, tothedoctrine of the approved Fathers, and practice
of the church in the earliest times, pronounce and de-
clare, in the name of the Trinity, and with one heart and
mind, that noimages areto be worshiped; that to worship
them or any other creature is robbing God of the honor
that is due to Him aone, and relapsing into idolatry.” —
Decree of the Council of Hiera (Constantinople).

The council went so far asto prohibit the setting up of
images in churches or in private places of worship. This
council was, at the time, reckoned as the Seventh General
Council. But, in later centuries, the Catholic Church stopped
listing it asaChurch council, becauseit had decreed against
image worship. On official Church records, that council
never occurred!

Thirty-three yearslater, the decision of that council was
reversed by another Church council—the Second Nicaean
Council, whichtoday islisted asthe* seventh council,” when
itisactualy the eighth.

Hereishow this happened:

Queen Irene was the widow of the deceased Emperor
Leo V. During hisreign, Leo IV had also been opposed to
images; and, in accordance with the second of the Ten Com-
mandments, he had zealoudly tried to eradicateidolatry from
the Christian church.

But, after his death, Irene became the ruler, and she
liked idols. She believed and practiced image worship, and
wanted the entire Church to do likewise. Amazingly, it was
because of the continued urging of that one woman, that
the Catholic Church today has images in the church for
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people to pray to.

So, inA.D. 787, because she held the regency, Queen
Irene called another general Church council. To make sure
she got her way, she wrote a letter to Pope Adrian |, re-
questing his presence (or that of one of hispapal |egates) at
the forthcoming council. In the letter, she told him of her
intention—and demanded that the pope help her bring im-
age worship back into the Church!

Thiscouncil wasto beheld at Nice, France, the second
oneto be held there. For thisreason, it was called the Sec-
ond Council of Nice—or the Second Nicaean Council. Since
she was empress, Pope Adrian | decided he would do as
the woman demanded. In addition, some of his counselors
recommended it, since the churches could erect larger and
more beautiful images than the people could afford at
home—and thiswould bring people, with their offerings, to
the churches more frequently.

When the Second Council of Nicaeaconvenedin A.D.
754, 350 hishops were present, they thought it best to do
what Queen Irene wanted. So they reversed the earlier de-
cision, and voted full approval of images.

Here are two Church statements about the second
Nicaean Council:

“Nicaea Il, 787: Adrian | condemned Iconoclasm,
which held that the use of images was idolatry.”—Na-
tional Catholic Almanac, 1961 ed., p. 142.

“The Second Council of Nicaea (Seventh Ecumenical
Council) washeld in 787 and defined the Catholic Teach-
ing regarding the veneration of images.”—Catholic En-
cyclopedia, p. 423.

The decree was signed and issued on October 13, A.D.
787, by 308 of the 350 bishops present.

Here was the official decree issued by this council. It
required not only the erection of statues, but the making of
exquisitely designed clothesto place on them:

“That holy images of the cross should be conse-
crated, and put on the sacred vessels and vestments,
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and upon walls and boards, in private houses and in
public ways. And especially that there should be erected
images of the Lord God, our Saviour Jesus Christ, of
our blessed Lady, the mother of God, of the venerable
angels, and of all the saints.

“And that whosoever should presume to think or
teach otherwise, or throw away any painted books, or
the figure of the cross, or any image or picture, or any
genuine relics of the martyrs, they should, if bishops
or clergymen, be deposed, or if monks or laymen, be
excommunicated.”—Decree of Second Council of
Nicaea.

Images were to be placed everywhere, but the largest
and most expensive ones were reserved for inside the
churches. Anathemas were pronounced against all those
who refused to bow to the images. In this way, the second
of the Ten Commandments, given by God to mankind, was
fully set aside. Frankly, the Second Nicaean Council pro-
hibited obedience to the Second Commandment!

The council openly declared that the veneration of the
statueswas “worship,” which iswhat “veneration” is.

“In it the council teaches that the figure of the cross,
and ‘ holy images, whether made in colours, or of stone,
of any other material,” areto beretained . . It isright to
salute, honour, and venerate them, to burn lights and in-
cense before them . . The council uses the word ‘wor-
ship’ of theveneration duetoimages. . Thisdecisonwas
approved by PopeAdrian.”—William E. Addis and Tho-
mas Arnold, A Catholic Dictionary, p. 423.

Queen Irene, representing the state, and Pope Adrian
I, representing the Church, united their regentship for the
purpose of establishing image worship by decree through
this Nicaea Council. The commandment of God was cast
aside for the traditions of men. Today, statues, relics, med-
as, pictures, and amulets are venerated and appealed to
for guidance and for protection against evil. Their devo-
tees do not realize they are robbing God of His rightful
place as the only one worthy of worship.
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In later centuries, the Council of Trent gave its ap-
proval to images in the churches and their worship.
“Theimages of Christ and the Virgin Mother of God,
and of the other saints, areto be had and to be kept, espe-
cially in churches, and due honor and veneration areto be
given them.”—Council of Trent, Session 25.

Why is only God to be worshiped? Because He is the
Creator of heaven and earth. Itissin, aterrible sin, to wor-
ship the creature instead of the Creator.

“In the beginning God created heaven, and earth.” —
Genesis 1:1.

“For in Him [Christ] wereall thingscreated in heaven
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones, or
dominations, or principalities, or powers. All thingswere
created by Him and in Him.”—Colossians 1:16.

“For weare Hisworkmanship, created in Christ Jesus
in good works, which God hath prepared that we should
walk in them.”—Ephesians 2:10.

“Thusthen shall you say to them: The godsthat have
not made heaven and earth, let them perish from the
earth.”—Jeremias 10:11.

In later centuries, the Church declared that there were
three kinds of worship which could be offered to God and
to the images. Latria to God, Dulia to saints and angels,
and Hyperdulia to the virgin Mary. But, to most of the
laity, itisall the samething: worship.

An interesting question arose at the Frankfort Council
regarding these three forms of worship. God, the virgin
Mary, and the saints are al interwoven in prayers. How
could the worshiper change his form from Latria to
Hyperdulia and thento Dulia? The Frankfort Council ques-
tioned thisand found it to beirreconcilable. Thewholething
was so complicated, they could not figure it out.

But tothelaity, it really isno problem: It isall worship.
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CHAPTER SEVEN
FOUNDED ON A ROCK

Only a divine Being could walk on the angry waves
which endangered the lives of the Twelve. Who but the
Master of seaand land could still the violent tempest? Christ
had given repeated evidence of His Godship, and it wason
thedisciples belief in Him as God that their own salvation
depended, aswell asthe salvation of those whom they were
to teach.

“But the boat in the midst of the sea was tossed with
the waves: for the wind was contrary. And in the fourth
watch of the night, He came to them walking upon the
sea. And they seeing Him walking upon the sea, were
troubled, saying: It is an apparition. And they cried out
for fear. And immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying:
Beof good heart: itisl, fear yenot.”—St. Matthew 14:24-
27.

Peter’sfaith in Christ as adivine Being was tested.

“And Peter making answer, said: Lord, if it be Thou,
bid me cometo Thee uponthewaters. And Hesaid: Come,
And Peter going down out of the boat, walked upon the
water to come to Jesus. But seeing the wind strong, he
was afraid: and when he began to sink, he cried out, say-
ing: Lord, ssveme. Andimmediately Jesusstretching forth
His hand took hold of him, and said to him: O thou of
little faith, why didst thou doubt?’—St. Matthew 14:28-
31.

“When they [Christ and Peter] were come up into the
boat,” the other disciples said, “1ndeed Thou art the Son of
God.” Peter did not unite with the disciplesin acknowledg-
ing Christ asthe Son of God, astherecord bearsout. L ater,
however, at Caesarea Philippi, when the question was asked
by our Lord, “Whom say ye that | am?’ Peter acknowl-
edged Him before the other disciples.

“And when they were come up into the boat, the
wind ceased. And they that were in the boat came and
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adored Him, saying: Indeed Thou art the Son of God.” —
St. Matthew 14:33.

After thedisciples’ missionary tour, Jesusinquired how
the people regarded Him. From the answer, it was evident
that none at that time recognized Him asthe Messiah. John
the Baptist, Elias, and Jeremias were sinners and needed a
Saviour even though they were considered good men. Christ
was more than an ordinary man: He was God. He was
anxious that al should see Him to be the Redeemer of the
world, the One sent of God.

“And Jesus cameinto the quarters of CesareaPhillippi:
and He asked His disciples, saying: Whom do men say
that the Son of manis?

“But they said: Some John the Baptist, and other some
Elias, and others Jeremias, or one of the prophets.” —St.
Matthew 16:13-14.

Now Christ asksall thedisciples, “Whom say yethat |
am?’ Had the people influenced them in any way? Was
their faith in Christ as a divine Being weakened by the re-
port which they brought back?

“Jesus saith to them: But whom do you say that | an?'—

St. Matthew 16:15.

Peter was the spokesman on this occasion. The disci-
ples opinion had not changed. Prior to Peter’s ac-
knowledgment of the divinity of Christ, the other disciples
had openly expressed their belief in Him asthe Son of God.
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” This con-
fession expressed the faith of the Twelve. Beneath the
form of humanity, they saw the glory of the Son of God.
The truth which Peter had confessed is the foundation of
every believer's faith.

“Simon Peter answered and said: Thou art Christ,
the Son of the living God.”—St. Matthew 16:16.

Possessing such knowledge was no ground for self-
glorification. Humanity, of itself, cannot attain to aknowl-
edge of God. It was only through the Spirit of God that
Peter and the other disciples could get the revelation of
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God and the plan of salvation. Blessed indeed are those to
whom the Holy Spirit, through the Word, reveals the truth
regarding Christ asthedivine One.

“And Jesus answering, said to him: Blessed art thou,
Simon Bar-Jona: becauseflesh and blood hath not revealed
it tothee, but My Father whoisin heaven.”—St. Matthew
16:17.

Here is the text the Church uses as the basis for its
claim that Christ instituted the office of pope, giving Peter
credentials to the papal chair and making him the founda-
tion of the Church. Let us examine this statement: “Thou
art Peter [petros in the Greek, meaning “a stone”’], and
upon thisrock [petra inthe Greek, meaning “arock”] | will
build My church.”

“And | say to thee: That thou art Peter [petros]; and
upon this rock [petra] | will build My church, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”—St. Matthew
16:18.

Petra, the immovable rock, is Christ and not Peter.
Two different Greek words are petros, a stone—a rolling
stone; and petra, a rock—the Rock of Ages which stands
unmoved. Moreover, the Greek word, petros, is a mascu-
line noun, whereas; petra is a neuter substantive. In the
Greek, they cannot be interchanged!

Jesustold Peter, “ You are as your name, amovable, little
stone, but the truth which you stated is, in contrast, a mighty
boulder which cannot be moved. Uponit My followerswill find
a solid foundation, which Satan cannot destroy!”

Was Peter the rock upon which the Church was
founded? The gates of hell did prevail against him when he
denied his Lord by cursing. (See St. Matthew 26:69-74.)
Peter’s confession of faith, that Christ was the Son of the
living God, was the foundation upon which the Church was
built; and the gates of hell would never prevail against that
foundation. There is security in the Church which has for
her foundation the One who stood unmoved amid the storms
of the enemy.
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“And | say to thee: That thou art Peter; and upon
this rock | will build My church, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.”—St. Matthew 16:18.

Did Peter think that he, Peter, wastherock upon which
the Christian church was founded? On the contrary, the
following texts clearly show that he knew Christ was the
“chief cornerstone,” the “head of the corner,” the “pre-
cious’ One. Peter did not say, “He that believeth on me
shall not be confounded,” but “he that believeth on Him.”

Peter declared that Christ was the Rock!

“If so be you have tasted that the Lord is sweet. Unto
whom coming, as to a living stone, rejected indeed by
men, but chosen and made honourable by God: Be you
also as living stones built up, a spiritual house, a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ.

“Whereforeitissaid in the Scripture: Behold I lay in
Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious. And He that
shall believe in Him, shall not be confounded.”—1 St.
Peter 2:3-6.

Peter appliesthe prophecy of |saias 28:16 to Christ.

“Whereforeit issaid inthe Scripture: Behold, | lay in
Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious. And he that
shall believe in Him, shall not be confounded.”—1 St.
Peter 2:6.

Somewill believein Him asthe foundation while oth-
ers reject Him.

“To you therefore that believe, He is honour: but to
them that believe not, the stone which the builders re-
jected, the same is made the head of the corner.”—1 St.
Peter 2:7.

To those who stumbl e at the Word—the Bible— Christ
becomes a Rock of offense. A substitute stone—some hu-
man being—will be accepted by those who do not believe
what the Bible teaches: that Christ is the Rock upon which
the true church is founded.
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“And a stone of stumbling, and arock of scandal, to
them who stumble at the Word, neither do believe,
whereunto also they are set.”—1 St. Peter 2:8.

Paul admonishes us to take heed upon what founda
tion we build, Christ or mere men.

“But let every man take heed how he buildeth . . For
other foundation no man can lay, but that whichislaid;
which is Christ Jesus.”—1 Corinthians 3:10.

If Peter was the foundation—the rock upon which the
Christian church was to be built—then Paul knew nothing
about it. He declares Christ is the foundation.

Paul statesthat Christ isthe Rock; thiswas also known
back in the days of Moses.

“Andall drank the same spiritual drink; and they drank
of the spiritual rock that followed them, and therock was
Christ.”—1 Corinthians 10:4.

Why should Christ, being the Rock and Foundation of
His church down through the ages, abdicate in favor of
Peter or any other mortal? A position as important as the
foundation, chief cornerstone, and head of Hisspiritual struc-
ture (the church) would never be transferred to any human
being.

Thechurchisnot built upon any one apostle or prophet,
but upon al of them—that is, their work and their doctrine,
which is contained in the New and Old Testaments. Christ
isthe Chief Cornerstone.

“Now therefore you are no more strangers and for-
eigners; but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and
the domestics of God. Built upon the foundation of the
apostlesand prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
corner stone.”—Ephesians 2:19-20.

Paul was called to be an apostle to the Gentile world,
and Peter to the Jews. If Peter were pope, he would be
head over al, both Jew and Gentile.

“But contrariwise, when they had seen that to me
was committed the gospel of the uncircumcision, as to
Peter was that of the circumcision.
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“For he who wrought in Peter to the apostleship of
the circumcision, wrought in me also among the Gen-
tiles.”—Galatians 2:7-8.

Paul puts Jamesfirst as one of the pillars. All three—
James, Cephas (who was Peter), and John—were of equal
standing.

“Andwhen they had known the grace that wasgivento
me, James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pil-
lars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellow-
ship: that we should go unto the Gentiles, and they unto
the circumcision.”—Galatians 2:9.

Paul reproved Peter before the church. If Peter occu-
pied the pontifical office, Paul did not regard it. Should a
subordinate rebuke the pontiff of Rome?

“But when Cephas was come to Antioch, | withstood
him to the face, because he was to be blamed.

“For before that some came from James, he did eat
with the Gentiles: but when they were come, hewithdrew
and separated himself, fearing them who were of thecir-
cumcision.”—Galatians 2:11-12.

After the church at Antioch had the experience with
Peter which is recorded in Galatians 2, would they have
accepted Paul’s teaching if he had declared that Peter was
the foundation and the head of their church? Some embar-
rassing questions could have been asked rel ative to the sta-
bility of that foundation.

Paul addressed a long letter to the Christians at Rome
(the Book of Romans). He mentioned many names, but he
did not mention a Roman pontiff. The emperor’s name is
recorded but not a pope’'s, who was supposed to have
reigned in the Roman capital. If Christ had established a
pontifical office with Peter occupying it, Paul knew noth-
ing of it.

Then there are the two letters written by Peter (First
and Second Peter); but neither mentions his viceregal au-
thority, or his supremacy, over his brethren.

In the following passage, Peter declares himself to be
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an elder among the elders. He assumed none of the pre-
rogatives of hisso-called successors, such ascommanding
the apostles, issuing bulls, enacting laws, judging and ruling
on controversies, summoning councils, transferring king-
doms, wielding the spiritual swords, and dethroning dis-
loyal kingsand princes.

“Theancientsthereforethat are among you, | beseech,
who am myself also an ancient, and witness of the suffer-
ings of Christ: asalso apartaker of that glory whichisto
be revealed in time to come:

“Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking
care of it, not by constraint, but willingly, according to
God: not for filthy lucre's sake, but voluntarily:

“Neither aslording it over the clergy, but being madea
pattern of the flock from the heart.

“ And when the prince of pastors shall appear, you shall
receive anever fading crown of glory.

“In like manner, ye young men, be subject to the an-
cients. And do you all insinuate humility one to another,
for God resisteth the proud, but to the humble He giveth
grace.”—1 Peter 5:1-5.

The elders were not to function as “lords,” nor to rule
by force over the churches. Peter’s language is against pa-
pal authority.

“Neither aslording it over theclergy, but being madea
pattern of the flock from the heart.”—1 Peter 5:3.

The humble fisherman refused the homage of Corne-
lius. “I myself also amaman,” not abeing to be venerated,
he said.

“And it came to pass, that when Peter was come in,
Cornelius came to meet him, and falling at his feet
adored.

“But Peter lifted him up, saying: Arise, | myself aso
am a man.”"—Acts 10:25-26.

The subject of authority was an ever-prevailing ques-
tion with the discipleswhile Christ was among themin per-
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son.

“And there was also a strife amongst them, which
of them should seem to be the greater.”—St. Luke
22:24.

Here Christ shows that the non-Christian attitude to
“exercise authority” is a Gentile trait, not asaintly quality.

“And He said to them: Thekingsof the Gentileslord it
over them; and they that have power over them, are called
beneficent.”—St. Luke 22:25.

“But you not so.” By these forceful words, Christ de-
barred provision for any one man to rule over His church.

“But you not so: but he that isthe greater among you,
let him become as the younger; and he that isthe leader,
as hethat serveth.”—St. Luke 22:26.

“l am in the midst of you as he that serveth.” Christ
wasaservant. Hewore no pontifical robes, nor wasajewel-
studded crown ever placed upon His brow.

“For whichisgreater, hethat sitteth at table, or hethat
serveth? Is not he that sitteth at table? But | am in the
midst of you, as hethat serveth.”—St. Luke 22:27.

What kind of foundation would Peter have been? If
Christ had built His Church upon Peter, what would have
happened to the church when Peter fell on various occa-
sions? What happens when the foundation of a structure,
government, or society isbased on erring man?

If every popeisthe successor of Peter and is supposed
to be the head of the Church,—what happened when the
antipopes ruled? Here is a list, given by the Church, of
some of these antipopes:

Paschal 111—1164
Callixtus111—1168
NicholasV—1328
Clement VII—I378
Benedict X111—1394
Felix V—1439
Clement VI11—1592
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During the time of these antipopes two heads were
ruling the Church. What happened to the body (church)
during these episodes? Then, too, when a pope dies, there
is an interim between his death and the election of a new
head; what happens in this interval? A church having a
human being asitsfoundation and head was never the plan
of our Lord. He never intended that any one of Hisfollow-
ers should accept, with blind credulity, teachings not based
upon Holy Scriptures.

According to the one-volume Catholic Encyclopedia
(p. 42), there have been 37 antipopes.

TheNew Testament issilent upon pontifical supremacy.
The Holy Scriptures make no mention of a human vicar-
general, but they do reveal theHoly Spirit as Christ’srepre-
sentativein Hischurch.

“If youlove Me, keep My commandments. And | will
ask the Father, and He shall give you another Paraclete
[Comforter, Helper] that He may abide with you for
ever.”—St. John 14:15-16.

According to Scripture, it is not the pontiff and the
councils which is to teach us; it is God's Word and the
guidance of the Holy Spirit aswe studly it.

“But when the Paracl ete cometh, whom | will send you
from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceedeth from
the Father, He shall give testimony of Me.”—St. John
15:26.

Thank God for the heavenly Vicar who aone guides
into al truth! Christ has a true church, and He is its head
and foundation; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it.

“Upon this rock | will build My church, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”—St. Matthew
16:18.

Thank God that the Virgin was promised that her Son
would, by His grace, enable us to put away our sins and
keep the Ten Commandments!

“And she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call
His name Jesus. For He shall save His people from
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their sins.”—St. Matthew 1:21.

CHAPTER SEVEN
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

If Peter was not thefirst pope, who was the first pope?
It was Leo |. Thisis because it was not until A.D. 451—
about 380 years after the death of Peter—that the Council
of Chalcedon first declared the bishop of Rome to be a
“pope.” But thetitle was given to honor him asthe leading
bishop. —It did not include giving him authority over al the
other churches. Bishop Leo happened to be the Roman
bishop at the time. However, the Eastern church never ac-
cepted thisinnovation, that the bishop of Romewasin the
dlightest degree more to be honored than any other bishop.
(On current papal lists, Leo I's bishopric was from A.D.
440 to 461.)

More centuries passed; and then, in A.D. 604, for the
first timein history, the emperor Phocas, decreed that Gre-
gory | was pope—with authority over all the churches.
Phocas, the ruler who issued this decree was a corrupt man.
He wanted to spite the bishop of Constantinople, who had
justly excommunicated him for having caused the assassi-
nation of his (Phocas') predecessor, Emperor Mauritius.
So Phocas decreed that the bishop of Rome was pope over
all the churches, and therefore superior in authority to the
bishop of Constantinople.

But Gregory | refused the title. However, his succes-
sor, Boniface Il (A.D. 607) liked theidea. So, for thefirst
time—in A.D. 607, 576 years after the resurrection of
Christ—there was a bishop in Rome who had accepted a
heathen emperor’'s commission, making him pope over
Christendom. Thanks to Phocas, from that time to the
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present, the bishop of Rome has been in charge of all
churches which submit to hisrule.

John Paul Il (October 16, 1978, to the present) islisted
as the 262nd pope. Boniface |11 (February 19-November
12, 607) islisted asthe 66th. Yet heisactually thefirst real
popewith full authority. He was given that authority, not by
the Bible, but by a heathen prince.

What happened to Peter after the death of Christ? Pe-
ter carried on missionary work, primarily in Jerusalem and
Judea. It is thought he may have been taken to Rome as a
prisoner, jailed, and beheaded. Yet thereisno certainty that
he ever went to Rome. We do not have one Biblical, secu-
lar, or historical record that Peter ever went to the city of
Rome.

In redlity, it was not until centuries after the last book
of the Bible was completed, that the Church of Rome be-
gan teaching that Peter traveled to the city of Rome and
therereigned asthefirst pope.

Peter felt that it was hislifework to evangelizethe Jews,
and, prior to his death, there were not alot in Rome. But,
according to the historian Josephus, there werelots of Jews
intheregion of Babylon; so it would be understandabl e that
Peter would go there to evangelize them. The ancient city
of Babylon was never rebuilt, but a new one had been
established several milesaway.

“Some Jews gave Hyrcanus, the high priest, ahabita-
tion at Babylon, where there were Jews in great num-
bers.”—Josephus, Antiquities, Book XV, Ch. II, 2.

The claim has been made that Peter’'s mention of a
visit to Babylon referred to the city of Rome (1 St. Peter
5:13). But hisletter was not a prophetic book, and thereis
No reason to suppose that he was using the word as a meta-
phor.

According to Catholic tradition, which was formulated
many centuries later, Peter reigned as the first pope in the
city of Rome for 25 years, from A.D. 42 to 67. Yet, when
Paul wrote a letter to the Hebrews at Rome (about A.D.
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58), he mentioned 27 of its most prominent Christians—
and said nothing about Peter being there.

Du Pin, aRoman Cathalic historian, acknowledgesthat
“the primacy of Peter isnot recorded by the early Christian
writers, Justin Martyr (A.D. 139), Irenaeus (178), Clement
of Alexandria(190), or others of the most ancient Fathers.”

Theword, “Rome,” occursonly ninetimesintheBible;
and never is Peter mentioned in connection withit. Thereis
no allusion to Romein either of hisepistles. Paul’sjourney
to that city isrecorded in detail (Acts 27-28), but no men-
tionismade of Peter ever being there. If Peter was superior
to Paul, why did he receive so little mention in the New
Testament after Paul came on the scene of action?

Itisofficia Catholic dogmathat the pope holds spiri-
tual authority over every human being, by virtue only of
the fact that he is a direct successor of Peter, who was the
first pope of Rome.

“ThisChurch constituted and organized intheworld as
asociety, subsistsin the Catholic Church, whichis gov-
erned by the successor of Peter and by the bishops in
union with that Successor.”—Vatican I1, LG8.

The Catholic Church teaches that our Lord built His
church upon Peter and that al who do not accept Peter as
the foundation are outside the pale of the true church.

“Jesus, our Lord, founded but one Church, which He
was pleased to build on Peter. Therefore, any church that
does not recognize Peter as its foundation stone is not
the Church of Christ, and therefore cannot stand.”—
James Cardinal Gibbons, Faith of Our Fathers, p. 100.

The following statement teaches that Peter, and not
Christ, isthe “central authority” who unifies and protects:

“So the church, the society of the faithful, isfounded
by Christ upon the rock of acentral authority which will
hold it together and be the citadel of union and protec-
tion. This central authority is established concretely in
the person of Simon Peter.”—Charles Alfred Martin,
Catholic Religion, p. 61.
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Each popewhoisvoted into officeisbelieved to bethe
successor of St. Peter and the vicar of Christ on earth.
This makes a pope, whilein office, the “Rock,” according
to the Catholic belief:

“As the Church of Christ was to last beyond the
lifetime of St. Peter, even to the end of the world, and
as the Church is not a lifeless, material building, but a
living body of men requiring aliving head to rule them
and to be a foundation to that great society, this prom-
ise of Christ, of making Peter a Rock, was meant not
only for Peter, but also for his successors.

“Therefore the successors of St. Peter, as the su-
preme visible rulers of the Church are each like St.
Peter, the Rock or the visible foundation of it.”—Jo-
seph Faa di Bruno, Catholic Belief, pp. 64-65.

Those who reject such claims are not true followers of
Christ, according to Cardinal Gibbons, who wrote:

“The Catholic Church teaches also, that our Lord con-
ferred on St. Peter the first place of honor and jurisdic-
tioninthe government of Hiswhole Church, and that the
same spiritua supremacy hasawaysresided inthe Popes,
or Bishops of Rome, asbeing the successorsof St. Peter.
Consequently, to be true followers of Christ al Chris-
tians, both among the clergy and thelaity, must bein com-
munion with the See of Rome, where Peter rulesin the
person of his successor.”—James Cardinal Gibbons,
Faith of Our Fathers, p. 95.

The Catholic Church is established on the doctrine of
the primacy of Peter. The unbroken line of succession of
popes, the Church holds, is essential to the validity of its
being the true and only Church.

If our Lord had made such a significant transfer of
divinity by making Peter the foundation and head of His
church, would not the New Testament Scriptures declare
it? If the office of pope and the papal chair really had been
started by God, the Bible would abound with information
on such animportant innovation. However, the Holy Scrip-
tures are totally silent on this dogma. We must go to the
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Holy Word of God, which isthe highest authority on earth,
to determineif Christ did institute the office of pope.

CHAPTER EIGHT
THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM

The doctrine of the Petrine primacy is alleged to be
based on thistext.

“And | will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth, it shall
be bound also in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt |loose
on earth, it shall beloosed also in heaven.”—St. Matthew
16:19.

The*keys,” so the Church asserts, were given aloneto
Peter. Were these instruments given exclusively to the au-
thority of one man? Would the Omnipotent God deliver
into the hands of such a capricious character as Peter the
right to admit or reject, to decree what is lawful or unlaw-
ful?

Here is a parallel text to St. Matthew 16:19. In this
whol e chapter, Jesusisspeaking to al Hisdisciples.
“Amen | say to you, whatsoever you shall bind upon
earth, shall be bound also in heaven; and whatsoever you
shall loose upon earth, shall beloosed also in heaven.”—
St. Matthew 18:18.

In thistext Jesusis speaking to all the disciples, as He
was without a doubt doing in verse 19 aso. On the other
occasion when He repeated the same statement (St. Mat-
thew 18:18), it is clear that He was addressing the group.
Keys are for the purpose of opening and shutting. Keys
alone without the skilled hand cannot function. Christ gave
the keys of the kingdom to all the disciples for a purpose.

“Then He commanded His disciples, that they should
tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ.”—St. Matthew
16:20.
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The Bible speaks of the “two witnesses,” the Old and
New Testaments, which were kept in obscurity during the
Dark Ages. The people were forbidden to read the Holy
Scriptures.

“And | will giveunto My two witnesses, and they shall
prophesy athousand two hundred sixty days, clothed in
sackcloth. These are the two olive trees, and the two
candlesticks, that stand beforethe Lord of the earth. And
if any man will hurt them, fire shall come out of their
mouths, and shall devour their enemies. And if any man
will hurt them, in this manner must he be slain.”—The
Apocalypse 11:3-6.

“These,” the Old Testament and New Testaments,
have power to “shut heaven.” The Holy Bible, when stud-
ied and obeyed, will open heaven. If disregarded or misin-
terpreted, it will shut heaven. These were the keys entrusted
to all the disciples, including Peter.

Christ speaks of the key as “the key of knowledge” of
how to enter heaven.
“Woeto youlawyers, for you havetaken away the key
of knowledge: you yourselves have not entered in, and
thosethat wereentering in, you have hindered.”—St. Luke
11:52.
TheHoly Scripturesinstruct in salvation.
“And because from thy infancy thou hast known the
Holy Scriptures, which can instruct thee to salvation,
by the faith which isin Christ Jesus.”—2 Timothy 3:15.

From the Scriptures, we get pure doctrine and instruc-
tionin righteousness.

“All Scripture, inspired of God, isprofitableto teach,
to reprove, to correct, to instruct in justice.”—2 Timo-
thy 3:16.

If we want to be children of God, we must not only
study but adhere to the instruction laid down in the Holy
Bible. Perfection and good works will follow when the
Scriptures are obeyed. It isthusthat the “keys of the king-
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dom” will open heaven. We will no longer be “bound” to
thethingsof earth. Sinwill loseitscharm. Wewill be heaven-
bound.
“That the man of God may be perfect, furnished to
every good work.”—2 Timothy 3:17.

St. Augustine had a deep regard for Holy Scripture.
Note what he said:

“Assoon asrespect for the Holy Scripturesfails, faith
totters. In that which stands plainly in Holy Scriptureis
to befound thewhole of faithand morals. | havelearnt to
bring such reverence to the books of Holy Scriptureaone
that | firmly believethat their authorswere preserved from
every error in writing them. Others, however conspicu-
ousthey may befor sanctity and learning, | read so that |
do not take anything for granted merely becausethey sup-
pose it true, but because they convince me by means of
those canonical writers or on reasonable grounds.” —St.
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, De Doctrina Christiana,

p. 37 (On Christian Doctrine).

Every professing Christian should have this same deep
regard for theHoly Bible. St. Augustine believed in thetrue
keys. He refused to follow writers, even those considered
saintly, if their writings were not based on the Holy Scrip-
tures.

On the day of Pentecost, Peter taught from the Book
of Joel and many were converted as they heard the Word
of God preached to them (Joel 2:28-32).

“But Peter standing up with the eleven, lifted up his
voice, and spoke to them: Ye men of Judea, and al you
that dwell in Jerusalem, be this known to you, and with
your ears receive my words. For these are not drunk,
as you suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the
day: But thisisthat which was spoken of by the prophet
Joel.”—Acts 2:14-16.

Peter proved that Christ was the true Messiah from
the prophecy which David wrote 1,000 years before.
“For David saith concerning Him: | foresaw the Lord
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before my face: because He is at my right hand, that |
may not be moved. For this my heart hath been glad,
and my tongue hath regjoiced: moreover my flesh also
shall rest in hope. Because thou wilt not leave My soul
in hell, nor suffer Thy Holy One to see corruption.”—
Acts 2:25-27.

Peter was a Bible student. He understood these proph-
ecies, which werewritten many years earlier, revealing the
first advent of Christ.

“To Him all the prophets give testimony, that by His
nameall recelveremission of sins, who believein Him.”—
Acts 10:43.

The Holy Ghost fell upon them that “ heard the Word.”
Peter made good use of the keys. The Bible opened the
hearts of the Gentiles and converted them to Christ.

“While Peter was yet speaking these words, the Holy
Ghost fell on all themthat heard theWord.” —Acts 10:44.

It was in the home of Cornelius that Peter refused to
accept homage. Had Peter accepted the adoration, Cornelius
and his kinsmen would have been drawn to Peter rather
than to God. Peter’s refusal to accept obeisance, and his
teaching of the Holy Scriptures, opened the kingdom of
heaven to the Gentiles. The proper use of the keys had
been made.

“And it came to pass, that when Peter was come in,
Corneliuscameto meet him, and falling at hisfeet adored.

“But Peter lifted him up, saying: Arise, | myself aso
am a man.”"—Acts 10:25-26.

The rebirth, or conversion, comes through the “in-
corruptible seed” of the Word of God—the Bible. Peter
knew the power of that Holy Book. When the Bible is
taught and accepted, it releases from sin and opens the
way to heaven; it reveals Christ to the sinner.

“Being born again not of corruptible seed, but incor-
ruptible, by the Word of God who liveth and remaineth
for ever”—1 St. Peter 1:23.

Peter preached the gospel based upon the Word. Thus
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the keys were used effectively, and the results bore wit-
ness to their power.
Peter said it was the Word of God which would en-
dure.
“But the Word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this
isthe Word which by the gospel hath been preached unto
you.”—1 St. Peter 1:25.

The keys, the Word of God, opened the doors to mis-
sion fieldsfor Paul to enter.

“For agreat door and evident is opened unto me: and
many adversaries.”—1 Corinthians 16:9.

Paul’s teaching was based upon what the prophets and
Moses wrote.

“But being aided by the help of God, | stand unto this
day, witnessing both to small and great, saying no other
thing than those which the prophets, and Moses did say
should come to pass.”—Acts 26:22.

St. Paul was accused of heresy because he had |eft the
popular synagogue, or church, of that day. He defended his
position by stating that he worshiped according to what the
Holy Scriptures taught. The keys had loosed him from er-
ror and had opened the way to heaven. This will be the
experience of al who, like Paul, will be guided by the Bible.

“But this| confessto thee, that according to the way,
which they call aheresy, so do | servethe Father and my
God, believing al things which are written in the law
and the prophets.”—Acts 24:14.

“The charge given Timothy, by Paul, was to “preach
the Word.” He was given the keys, the use of which would
open heartsto prepare for the judgment and the coming of
the Lord.

“1 charge thee, before God and Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the living and the dead, by His coming, and
His kingdom: Preach the Word: be instant in season,
out of season: reprove, entreat, rebuke in all patience
and doctrine.”—2 Timothy 4:1-2.
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In time false teachers would not teach doctrine ac-
cording to theWord, the Bible. They would turn away from
hearing the truth.

“For there shall be atime, when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but, according to their own desires, they
will heap to themselvesteachers, havingitching ears:

“Andwill indeed turn away their hearing fromthetruth,
but will be turned unto fables.” —2 Timothy 4:3-4.
What isthe truth that Paul said peoplewould not listen
to?
“Sanctify themintruth. Thy Word istruth.”—St. John
17:17.

The wrong application of Scripture, Peter states, will
mislead; and, consequently, error instead of truth will be
cherished. Theresult will be destruction; thus the kingdom
of heaven will be shut. The keys were given the wrong
turn.

“ And account thelongsuffering of our Lord, salvation;
as also our most dear brother Paul, according to thewis-
dom given him, hath written to you: As aso in al his
epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are
certain things hard to be understood, which the unlearned
and unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures,
to their own destruction.”—2 St. Peter 3:15-16.

The Pharisees had the keys, but their misinterpretation
and misappli cation shut heaven against them and thosewhom
they taught.

“But woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites;
because you shut the kingdom of heaven against men,
for you yourselves do not enter in; and those that are
going in, you suffer not to enter.”—St. Matthew 23:13.

Thisisafearful indictment, pronounced by our Lord,
upon those who are working for converts for their church
or synagogue, none of whom will be in the kingdom.

“Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites; be-
cause you go round about the sea and the land to make
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one proselyte; and when he is made, you make him the
child of hell twofold more than yourselves.”—St. Mat-
thew 23:15.

God does not accept the worship of those who teach
the doctrines or traditionsinstituted by man.

“And invain do they worship Me, teaching doctrines
and commandments of men.” —St. Matthew 15:9.

These lawyers had the keys but “hindered” the people
from listening to truth. Such religious leaders would prob-
ably say, We are the first and only church. We have Father
Abraham as the foundation of our church (St. Matthew
3:9). Look at our large membership and our educated priests.
Comparethe small following thisnew religion has. Itisled
by One who has no letters, and those who associate with
Him are untutored.

“Woeto youlawyers, for you havetaken away the key
of knowledge: you yourselves have not entered in, and
thosethat wereentering in, you have hindered.”—St. Luke
11:52.

The Word gives purity of thought and action. To be
taught the Word of God is what the youth of today need.
“By what doth a young man correct his way? by ob-
serving Thy words.” —Psalm 118:9 [Psalm 119:9].
Having the Word in Hismind kept Christ from sinning,
and it will do the samefor us.
“Thy words have | hidden in my heart, that | may
not sin against Thee.”—Psalm 118:11 [Psalm 119:11].
Christ will ultimately declare who will enter heaven. It
will be those who, through the enabling grace of our Lord
and only Saviour, have kept the commandments of God,
those who made good use of the keys.
“Blessed are they that wash their robes in the blood
of the Lamb: that they may have aright to the tree of
life, and may enter in by the gates into the city.”—The
Apocalypse 22:14.
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CHAPTER EIGHT
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Roman Catholic Church teaches (1) that Peter was
the first pope of Rome, and (2) that authority over every
Christian wasgiven to himin that conversation when Jesus
mentioned that the type of acceptance and confession which
Peter made wasto be the foundation which Christ’s church
would be built upon.

Herearethree official Church statementswhich clarify
its position on this subject:

“But Peter alone receives the keys of the Church; he
aloneistherock onwhichthe Churchisbuilt; onthefaith
of him aonethefaith even of the other Apostlesdepends;
he al oneis made the shepherd of thewholeflock.” —Wil-
liam E. Addis and Thomas Arnold, A Catholic Dictio-
nary, p. 669.

It is taught that all must be subordinate to Peter. It is
said that he and his successors prescribe dogmatically the
laws for the Church, which, if not obeyed, will bring dire
results.

“While the Church lasts, Peter (and his successors)
will holditskeys. . Peter isthe steward to whom the keys
are committed. He admits to and excludes from the
Church in his Master’s name. In other words, he is the
center of the Church’s unity. All, from the great Apostle
of the Gentiles down to the most obscure of the
Church’s children, hold their place and exercise their
functions in subordination to Peter.

“What he binds and looses on earth is bound and
loosed in heaven,— i.e., heisthe ultimate earthly judge
of what is lawful and unlawful. He is to lay down the
laws and conditions on which communion with the
Church and participation in its privileges depend, and
the decisions of his tribunal here will be ratified in the
heavenly court.”—Ibid.
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Itisof interest that Peter never claimed to be the pope.
Instead, he called himself an“ apostle” and oneamong many
“elders.”

“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.”—1 St. Peter 1:1.

“So | exhort the elders among you, as afellow elder
and awitness of the sufferings of Christ.”—1 Peter 5:1-
3,R.S.\V.

Although the popes expect and demand homage, as
mentioned earlier, Peter refused homage from men—as
when Cornelius, the Roman centurion, fell down at hisfeet
and would have worshiped him, Peter protested quickly
and said, “Arise, | myself alsoamaman!” (Acts 10:26).

CHAPTER NINE
THE FIRST CHURCH COUNCIL

How did Peter’s contemporaries regard him? He was
heldin high esteem asan inspired apostle. But was helooked
upon as a pope? The record of the Council at Jerusalem
(also called the first council) reveal s that he was not cred-
ited as possessing official supremacy.

In A.D. 31 Christ uttered these words in the hearing of
al thedisciples. “ | will giveto theethe keys of the kingdom
of heaven” (St. Matthew 16:19-20). If these “keys’ were
given to Peter as the first pope, then he would have been
the acknowledged ruler of all the apostlesand every Chris-
tian.

Thefirst council washeldin A.D. 52, according to the
chronological dates of the Bible. The Roman Catholic
Church teaches that Peter had occupied the papal chair
for amost twenty years by the time this first council as-
sembled. Surely, if Peter had been given special authority
by Christ, by A.D. 52, everyone in the church would have
been bowing in submission to the wishes of Peter for over
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twenty years. They would, according to papal teaching,
have bowed before hispapal chair, kissed hisring, and done
obeisanceto him.

The first Christian Council reveals that Peter was not
acknowledged by anyone astheleader of the Apostles. Here
are causes leading up to the convening of this council

In the church, at Antioch, a controversy arose on the
guestion of circumcision. Certain Phariseesfrom Judeahad
gone to Antioch declaring that in order to be saved, the
Gentile converts must be circumcised and keep the cer-
emonial law.

What wasthe* ceremonial law” ? It consisted of Leviti-
cal regulations which prefigured the death of Christ, such
as the sacrifices of lambs. But, when the Lamb of God
died, that law was done away with. Henceit was no longer
to be observed. But the Phariseestaught that it must still be
obeyed. This resulted in much confusion and contention.
The disputed question demanded an authoritative decision.
If Peter had been holding the office of pope, would he not
have been appealed to for adecision on thisvital subject?

Peter, in keeping with his so-called successors, should
have been the one with the authority to call for a church
council to decide the issue. But Paul, Barnabas, and mem-
bersfrom the churchin Antioch weretheleading figuresin
thiscouncil.

We will examine the record in Acts 15, to see if the
Apostle of posthumous fame revealed marks of distinction
at thisimportant church council.

There have been many church councilsthroughout his-
tory. But only one church council occurred in the New
Testament Church. Because it was the only one which
Peter, Paul, and the other Apostles attended,—it is very
important to us.

Surely, if Christ appointed Peter as His “successor,”
then Peter was not only the chairman at that council, but
also the one who announced its decisions.
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But we will find that this was not so. Peter was just
one Apostle among equals. There is nothing to indicate
that he was the leader.

The question of circumcision and other points caused
the church at Antiochto call for ageneral council to beheld
at the headquarters.

“ And some coming down from Judesa, taught the breth-
ren: That except you be circumcised after the manner of
M oses, you cannot be saved.”—Acts 15:1.

The church sent Paul and Barnabas with a delegation
of its membersto Jerusalem, to discuss the matter with the
“apostlesand elders.” Had Peter been functioning asapope,
would they not have brought thisvital questionto himfor a
decision? Following hisdecision would come an encyclical
containing an authoritative decreewhich would forever settle
the question. But no, wefind Peter submitting the question
to the apostles (of whom Peter was one), elders, and church
members. Thiswasclearly the established order of the early
Christian church.

“ And when Paul and Barnabashad no small contest with
them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and cer-
tain others of the other side, should go up to the apostles
and priests to Jerusalem about this question.

“They therefore being brought on their way by the
church, passed through Phenice, and Samaria, relating
the conversion of the Gentiles; and they caused great
joy to al the brethren.”—Acts 15:2-3.

When the representatives arrived in Jerusalem, they
werereceived by the church, apostles, and elders. It should
be noted that in their reception the church is named first,
then the apostlesand elders. Thelaity played avery impor-
tant part in this council. The church—which is the mem-
bers, the body of Christ—wasthe primal source of author-
ity. This was a church council.

“And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were
received by the church, and by the apostles and ancients,
declaring how great things God had done with them.”—
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Acts 15:4.

In the council, certain Pharisees who professed the
Christian faith rose to defend the doctrine of circumcision.

“But there arose some of the sect of the Phariseesthat
believed, saying: They must be circumcised, and be com-
manded to observe the law of Moses.

“ And the apostles and ancients assembl ed to consider
of this matter.”—Acts 15:5-6.

Peter takes the floor. While his speech was presented
with vigor and punctuated with invinciblefacts, it failed to
settle the controversy. Further discussions were necessary.
Had Peter been the vicar of Christ, his speech would have
settled thisdoctrinal dispute.

“ And when there had been much disputing, Peter, ris-
ing up, said to them: Men, brethren, you know, that in
former days God made choice among us, that by my mouth
the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel, and be-
lieve.

“And God, who knoweth the hearts, gave testimony,
giving unto them the Holy Ghost, aswell asto us; And put
no difference between usand them, purifying their hearts
by faith. Now therefore, why tempt you God to put ayoke
upon the necks of the disciples, which neither our fathers
nor we have been able to bear? But by the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ, we believe to be saved, in like man-
ner as they also.”—Acts 15:7-11.

Paul and Barnabas also testify to a hushed audience.

These men who had “ hazarded their livesfor the name
of our Lord Jesus’ could speak with authority. (See verses
25-26.)

“Andall the multitude held their peace; and they heard
Barnabas and Paul telling what great signs and won-
ders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them.”—
Acts 15:12.

But it was the speech given by James, which resolved
the doctrinal dispute. He was the chairman of the council.
His statement unified the members of the council and
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brought a unanimous decision.

“And after they had held their peace, James an-
swered, saying: Men, brethren, hear me.

“Simon hath related how God first visited to take of
the Gentiles a people to His name. And to this agree the
words of the prophets, asit iswritten: After these things
I will return, and will rebuild thetabernacleof David, which
isfallen down; and the ruins thereof | will rebuild, and |
will set it up: That the residue of men may seek after the
Lord, and al nations upon whom My name is invoked,
saith the Lord, who doth these things. To the Lord was
Hisownwork known from the beginning of theworld.

“For which cause | judge that they, who from among
the Gentiles are converted to God, are not to be disqui-
eted. But that we write unto them, that they refrain them-
selvesfrom the pollutions of idols, and from fornication,
and from things strangled, and from blood. For M oses of
old time hath in every city them that preach Him in the
synagogues, where He is read every Sabbath.”—Acts
15:13-21.

A united and final decision was rendered, by the
“apostles and elders, with the whole church.” Peter obvi-
ously was not the pope. He exercised no judicial authority.

Peter, as a man of God, recognized the principle of
church authority. All the other apostles did a so. The demo-
cratic tenets of self-government were featured at this first
church council, setting a pattern for all subsequent coun-
cils.

“Then it pleased the apostles and ancients, with the
whole church, to choose men of their own company,
and to send to Antioch, with Paul and Barnabas, namely,
Judas, who was surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief
men among the brethren.”—Acts 15:22.

This letter, written by the council, gives for its source
of authority the “apostles and elders and brethren.” Evi-
dence of a papal chair islacking. Not one word or act on
the part of Peter, nor on the part of those who engaged in
the discussion, could be interpreted as giving any official
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distinction to Peter.

“Writing by their hands. The apostles and ancients,
brethren, to the brethren of the Gentiles that are at
Antioch, andin Syriaand Cilicia, greeting.”—Acts 15:23.

Paul, Barnabas, Judas, and Silas delivered the officia
church letter to the assembled “ multitude,” which comprised
the church. Theletter was not delivered to aclergyman but
rather to the body. So, the principle of church authority
was observed even in the delivering of theletters. Any de-
viation from this principle is avirtual denial of the Scrip-
tures, adeparture from Bible precedent which givesriseto
ahierarchy.

“Forasmuch aswe have heard, that somegoing out from
us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls;
to whom we gave no commandment: It hath seemed good
to us, being assembled together, to choose out men, and
to send them unto you, with our well beloved Barnabas
and Paul: Men that have given their livesfor the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

“We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who them-
selvesalsowill, by word of mouth, tell you the samethings.
For it hath seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to us, to
lay nofurther burden upon you than these necessary things:
That you abstain from things sacrificed toidols, and from
blood, and from things strangled, and from fornica-
tion; from which things keeping yourselves, you shall
do well. Fare ye well.

“They therefore being dismissed, went down to
Antioch; and gathering together the multitude, deliv-
ered the epistle.” —Acts 15:24-30.

“Rabbi,” “Master,” “Father” are titles not to be as-
sumed by the true follower of the meek and lowly One.
“All yearebrethren.” Let usall, through Hisdivine power,
emulate Him.

“But be not you called Rabbi. For One is your mas-
ter; and all you are brethren.

“And call none your father upon earth; for One is
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your father, who is in heaven.”—St. Matthew 23:8-9.

CHAPTER TEN
OUR CONFESSION OF SIN

Confessing and forsaking sin wastaught inthe Old Tes-
tament. To whom were sinners to confess? Thisis impor-
tant in thelife of every Christian. First, let us review some
Old Testament Scriptures.

“Hethat hideth his sins, shall not prosper: but he that
shall confess, and forsake them, shall obtain mercy.”—
Proverbs 28:13.

David confessed to God, but never to human beings.

“Have mercy on me, O God, according to Thy great
mercy. And according to the multitude of Thy tender mer-
ciesblot out my iniquity.

“Wash meyet more from my iniquity, and cleanse me
frommy sin. For | know my iniquity, and my sinisalways
before me.

“ToTheeonly havel sinned, and have doneevil before
Thee: that Thou mayst bejustified in Thy words, and mayst
overcome when Thou art judged . .

“For behold Thou hast loved truth: the uncertain and
hidden thingsof Thy wisdom Thou hast made manifest to
me.

“Thou shalt sprinkle me with hyssop, and | shall be
cleansed: Thou shalt wash me, and | shall be made
whiter than snow. To my hearing Thou shalt give joy
and gladness: and the bones that have been humbled
shall rejoice.

“Turn away Thy face from my sins, and blot out all
my iniquities. Create a clean heart in me, O God: and
renew a right spirit within my bowels.

“Cast me not away from Thy face; and take not
Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of
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Thy salvation, and strengthen me with a perfect spirit.

“1 will teach the unjust Thy ways. and the wicked
shall be converted to Thee. Deliver me from blood, O
God, Thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall
extol Thy justice.

“O Lord, Thou wilt open my lips: and my mouth
shall declare Thy praise.” —Psalm 50:3-17 [Psalm 51:1-
15].

David did not have to perform penance. A broken and
contrite heart isall God reguires.
“For if thou hadst desired sacrifice, | would indeed have
givenit: with burnt offerings Thou wilt not be delighted.
A sacrifice to God is an afflicted spirit: a contrite and
humbled heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.”—Psalm
50:18-19 [Psalm 51:16-17].
God says He will blot out our sins, for His own sake.
Through the blessed name of Jesus, our sins are forgiven.
“l am, | am hethat blot out thy iniquitiesfor My own
sake, and | will not remember thy sins.”—Isaias 43:25.
The Saviour forgave the sins of aparalytic.
“Whose faith when he saw, he said: Man, thy sinsare
forgiven thee.,”—St. Luke 5:20.
God alone can forgive sins. Christ was God; therefore
He could forgive sins. That is why He can forgive sins;
because He is God! No one else can! Were He not God,
but only one assuming the prerogatives of Godin absolving
sinners, He would have been guilty of blasphemy.
“And the scribes and Pharisees began to think, say-
ing: Who is this who speaketh blasphemies? Who can
forgive sins, but God alone?’ —St. Luke 5:21.

We have discovered, in Scripture, that only God is to
hear our confession of sin. Did Peter have any knowledge
of the idea that we should confess our sinsto men? Let us
consider several passages of Sacred Scripture which ex-
plainthis

Simon, the sorcerer, wanted to purchase with money
the gift of the Holy Spirit.
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“And when Simon saw, that by the imposition of the
hands of the apostles, the Holy Ghost was given, he
offered them money, Saying: Give me also this power,
that on whomsoever | shall lay my hands, he may re-
ceive the Holy Ghost. But Peter said to him:

“Keep thy money to thyself, to perish with thee,
because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be
purchased with money. Thou hast no part nor lot in
this matter. For thy heart is not right in the sight of
God.”—Acts 8:18-21.

Peter told Simon to “repent” and pray to God that his
sinswould beforgiven.

“Do penance therefore for this thy wickedness; and
pray to God, that perhapsthisthought of thy heart may be
forgiven thee.”—Acts 8:22.

Other trand ations phrase that “ Repent of your sins.” In
the original Greek of the New Testament, it does not say,
“Do penance.” Hereishow it isworded in another Church-
approved version:

“Repent therefore of thiswickednessof yours, and pray
tothe Lord that, if possible, theintent of your heart may
beforgivenyou.”—Acts 8:22, R.S.V.

Peter told Simon to pray to God for forgiveness.

Why did Peter not hear his confession, give him abso-
lution, and impose penance? Peter had no knowledge of
the doctrine of auricular confession (ear confession to a
man), nor of any authority invested in him as a pope or
priest to absolve a sinner.

It is also evident he was unaware of, what is called,
the Sacrament Penance: doing some act, as prescribed by
the priest, to atone for your sin.

“What shall we do” to be saved? was the question
asked of Peter and the other apostles.

“Now when they had heard these things, they had
compunction in their heart, and said to Peter, and to the
rest of the apostles: What shall we do, men and breth-
ren?’—Acts 2:37.
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In Acts 8, Peter told Simon to repent and pray to God
to forgive him. In Acts 2, he told the multitude to repent.

Why didn’t he tell them to kneel at the apostles’ feet
and have them forgive their sins and impose the penance?
None of thiswasever taught by any of the apostles, includ-
ing Peter.

While the Rheims-Douai translates this imperfectly,
other versionstranslate the Greek correctly.

“But Peter said to them: Do penance, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the re-
mission of your sins; and you shall receivethe gift of the
Holy Ghost.” —Acts 2:38.

“And Peter said to them, Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgive-
ness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.”"—Acts 2:38, R.S.V.

The Greek verb, translated “repent” in Acts 8:22 and
2:38, ismetanoeo (pronounced “meta-naw-EH-oh”). Page
1115, of Liddell and Scott’s Greek-English Lexicon, de-
finesthisverb as “to change one'smind,” “to repent.” Ex-
amplesarecited from Greek literature which primarily speak
of repenting. The concept, “do penance,” does not occur.

Metanoeo comesfrom the noun, metanoia (*meta-NOI-
ah”), which means*achange of mind,” “achange of heart,”
“repentance.”

What did the Apostle John have to say about auricular
confession?

TheApostle John, like Peter, knew nothing about con-
fessing to a man. Sins are confessed to God, who then
forgives and cleanses. How the heart of our blessed Lord
must feel when we resort to a human being instead of go-
ing to Him and confessing our sins!

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just, to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all inig-
uity.”—1 St. John 1:9.

Is there no place in Sacred Scripture where our Lord
and Saviour instructed us to do penance? No, not one.
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Thereisno record in Holy Writ that Christ ever set up
a confessional box to hear confessions, nor that He gave
His disciples instruction to do this. This innovation came
intothe ChurchinA.D. 1215. Nointimationisgiven, inall
of John’swritings, that such a dogmawas ever to be intro-
duced in the Christian church.

Then thereisthe matter of remitting sins. Isthe Church
or its priests able to take away your sins? Let us consider
thisnext:

The Catholic Church teaches that, in St. John 20:23,
Christ gavethe disciples unmitigated, absolute power to sit
in judgment on the sins of those who confess.

“Whosesinsyou shall forgive, they areforgiven them;
and whose sins you shall retain, they are retained.”—St.
John 20:23.

Regarding the aboveverse, hereisadaring declaration:

“God hasgiven him [thepriest] theright to sitinjudg-
ment on the sins of men and rel ease them from the debt
they oweto His[Christ’s] offended majesty.

“ *Go, show yourselvesto the priest,’ He said, ‘heis
My representative on earth, holding in hishandsthe power
of God. No matter what your sinsmay be, no matter how
numerous or repeated times without number, if only he
[the priest] forgives you, so shall |. His authority, his
right toforgiveisabsolute, for | have said to him: ‘ What-
soever you shall bind upon earth shall be bound also in
heaven; and what soever you shall loose upon earth
shall be loosed also in heaven.’

“Confident in that promise, for ‘God is faithful and
cannot deceive,’ the poor sinner kneels at his con-
fessor’s feet . . He hears the words: ‘1 absolve thee
from thy sinsin the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost,” and the hideous load of sin drops from his soul
for ever.”—William Doyle, Shall | Be a Priest? pp. 14-
15.

What did Christ mean by the statement, “Whose sins
you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose sins
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you shall retain, they are retained”?

With a subject of so great importance as releasing and
binding human souls, surely Christ would have given in-
struction about how it wasto be accomplished. Never hav-
ing seen it done before, the disciples surely would have
needed advice. Why did they not ask counsel ? The answer
is that such rights were not entrusted to them, as we shall
see on further study.

Christ alone has the power to admit to or debar a soul
from heaven. Thank God, He has never given to another
thejurisdiction over the souls of mankind. Pity usall if that
werethe casel A king or priest claiming thisdivinerightis
not sanctioned by Heaven.

“Andtotheangel of the church of Philadelphia, write:
Thesethings saith the Holy One and thetrue One, He that
hath the key of David; He that openeth, and no man
shutteth; shutteth, and no man openeth.”—The Apocalypse
3:7.

Christ instructs church members on how to deal with
one another when difficulties arise between them.

“But if thy brother shall offend against thee, go, and
rebuke him between thee and him aone. If he shall hear
thee, thou shalt gain thy brother.

“And if he will not hear thee, take with thee one or
two more: that in the mouth of two or three witnesses
every word may stand.”—St. Matthew 18:15-16.

If the offender remains unrepentant—and refuses to
goto Christ for forgiveness—after the entreaty of the“wit-
nesses,” then appeal should be made to the entire local
church, which is the final court. Christ gave the church
membership the official authority to deal with outward un-
lawful acts committed toward each other. The church was
also given authority to deal with al who violate its stan-
dards. Should the offender refuse to take the counsel of the
church body, then hisnameisto be dropped from the record.

“And if hewill not hear them: tell the church. And if
he will not hear the church, let him be to thee as the
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heathen and publican.”—St. Matthew 18:17.

When the church follows divineinstruction, the course
it takes regarding its obstinate and disobedient members
will beratified in heaven by God. The one who refusesthe
united decision of the churchin hisbehalf must be regarded
as a heathen. What attitude should the church assume to-
ward those who are outside the fold? It should work to
bring themin. Thisis Christ’sinstruction to Hisbody. What
asacred responsibility!

“Amen | say to you, whatsoever you shall bind upon
earth, shall be bound also in heaven; and whatsoever you
shall loose upon earth, shall beloosed also in heaven.”—

St. Matthew 18:18.

“Tell it unto the church.” He did not say that one should
tell it to the priest or to any other clergyman, for that mat-
ter. It is the body of believers that God recognizes. The
disciplinary actsof binding and loosing were never invested
in either the disciples or the clergy. God has a church that
follows our Lord’s prescribed method in dealing with its
members when difficulty arises. But we must never forget
that the one who is dropped from church membership is
dear to the heart of God, and that His love should actuate
the church body.

“And if hewill not hear them; tell the church. And if
he will not hear the church, let him be to thee as the
heathen and publican.”—St. Matthew 18:17.

God appealsto the backslider to return. “1 am married
unto you.” Thisisatiethat God does not want severed. He
has aclaim on those who were once members but have | eft
thefold, and thisishow the churchisto regard these former
members. May we regard every soul as our Saviour did!
Hehad adeep lovefor every human soul and waswilling to
sacrificefor that soul’ s salvation.

“Go, and proclaim these wordstowards the north, and
thou shalt say: Return, O rebelliousIsradl, saiththe Lord,
and | will not turn away My face from you: for | am
holy, saith the Lord, and | will not be angry for ever.
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“But yet acknowledge thy iniquity, that thou hast
transgressed against the Lord thy God: and thou hast
scattered thy ways to strangers under every green tree,
and hast not heard My voice, saith the Lord.

“Return, O ye revolting children, saith the Lord: for
| am your husband: and | will take you, one of a city,
and two of a kindred, and will bring you into Sion.”—
Jeremias 3:12-14.

CHAPTER TEN
HISTORJCAL BACKGROUND

It was not until A.D. 1215,—1,120 years after the
Apostle John wrote the last book of the Bible,—that con-
fession to a priest and penance was introduced into the
Roman Church! It was the Fourth Lateran Council (A.D.
1215) which started the ceremony called auricular (ear) con-
fession. Confession to a priest occurred at timesin earlier
centuries, but it was not until the Fourth Lateran Council,
that it was declared to be compul sory by Innocent I11 (1198-
1216). “ Anyone who does not do so goesto hell.”

According to Church regulations, those who refuse to
confessto apriest are violating the third commandment of
the Catholic Church. But that “third commandment” is not
one of the Ten Commandments. Note what the catechism
teaches:

“The third commandment of the Church obliges us
to go to confession once a year. This law was enacted
at the Fourth Council of Lateran in the year of 1215.
The penalty attached to the violation of thislaw is that
the sinner may be interdicted from entering the Church
while living, and be deprived of Christian burial when
dead.

“The Church leaves us free to choose any confes-
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sor who is authorized by the bishop to hear confes-
sions.

“This law of the Church is binding on all who have
attained the use of reason. Therefore as soon as chil-
dren can distinguish between right and wrong, so as to
be capable of mortal sin, they ought to be prepared for
their first confession.”—Francis J. Butler, Holy Fam-
ily Catechism, No. 3, p. 203.

If auricular confession was ordained by Christ, the
Founder of the Christian church, why should almost 1,200
years be alowed to pass before imposing the obligation
requiring membersto confessto an ordained priest, amere
human being?

Did Christ change the plan of salvation after twelve
centuries had elapsed, permitting the institution of the au-
ricular confession, and anathematizing all who should re-
jectit?

He would not be our eternal God if we could not rely
upon His character and His unchangeable Word.

“For | amtheLord, and | change not: and you the sons
of Jacob are not consumed.”—Malachias 3:6.

Our Saviour is dways the same. The doctrines in the
Sacred Scriptures, and which Christ and His apostlestaught,
have not changed.

“Jesus Christ, Yesterday, and to day; and the same
for ever.”—Hebrews 13:8.

God will not alter His Word; but man has presumed to
do so by adding dogmas.

“But My mercy | will not take away from him: nor
will | suffer My truth to fail.”—Psalms 88:34 [Psalm
89:34].

A fearful penalty awaits those who add dogmas.

“For testify to every one that heareth the words of
the prophecy of this book: If any man shall add to these
things God shall add unto him the plagues written in
this book.”—The Apocalypse 22:18.
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Divine retribution will be meted also to all who delete
any truth from the Scriptures.

“Andif any man shall take away from thewords of the
book of thisprophecy, God shall take away his part out of
the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from
these things that are written in this book.”—The Apoca-
lypse 22:19.

According to the rule of the Church, the faithful are
not permitted to confess their sinsto God; they must con-
fess them to a priest.

“Confession is the telling of our sins to an autho-
rized priest for the purpose of obtaining forgiveness.” —
Baltimore Catechism.

Why is it not acceptable to go directly to God with
our sins? Why must we instead go to an erring, sinful
fellow human being?

According to Church law, if the priest does not forgive
your sin, God cannot. Thisis because the priest is said to
have“jurisdiction” over you.

“ An authorized priest isonewho hasnot only the power
to forgive sins by reason of his ordination to the priest-
hood, but also the power of jurisdiction over the persons
who cometo him. He hasthisjurisdiction ordinarily from
his bishop.” —Baltimore Catechism.

The priest has the power because, according to the
Church, he stands as God to the one confessing to him.

“One must receive absolution in feelings of total hu-
mility, considering the confessor as Jesus Christ Him-
self whose place he takes.”—French Catechism.

It is said that God has to forgive whoever the priest
decides to forgive, even though the priest may make mis-
takes. Thefollowing statement comesfrom abook for those
about to join the Church.

“The priest does not have to ask God to forgive your
sins. The priest himself hasthe power todo soin Christ’'s
name. Your sins are forgiven by the priest the same as
if you knelt before Jesus Christ and told them to Christ
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Do Priests Have Power to Forgive Sins?

The Catholic Church claims that our Lord conferred
upon the apostles the power to forgive sins. Supposedly
through apostolic succession the popes, cardinals, bishops,
and priests are invested with the power to absolve the sin-
ner who confesses, as stated here:

“Question: Does St. Ambrose say that priestshavethe
power to forgive sins? Answer: St. Ambrose says, ‘It
seems impossible for sins to be forgiven by penitence,
but Christ granted this to His apostles, which has been
from the apostles transmitted to the ministry of the
priests.” "—Roderick MacEachen, Complete Catechism
of Christian Doctrines, Rev. ed., pp. 120-121.

“The Church teaches that our Lord conferred on the
apostles atrue priesthood, when He gave them power to
offer the sacrifice of the Mass and the power to forgive
sins. By the possession of these two powers the apostles
were constituted true priests, or mediators between God
and man.”—Francis J. Butler, Holy Family Catechism,
No. 3, p. 277.

If what the Catholic Church teachesistrue, then many
of us do not go to Christ for forgiveness of sins, as the
Bibleteaches.

If what the Catholic Church teachesis true, then what
happened to al those souls who had not confessed their
sinsto apriest for forgiveness during the first 1,200 years
of the Christian era? Auricular confession was not made
an article of faith until the Fourth Lateran Council (A.D.
1215). How were the sins of those who lived during the
4,000 yearsbefore Christ expiated without the confessional,
absolution of apriest, and the imposed penance?

According to the Bible, throughout all human history
men and woman have been able to go to God for pardon
from sin. But, according to the Church, from A.D. 1215
onward, they must instead go to a sinful, fellow human
being.
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Venial sins are defined as “small and pardonable of-
fenses.” Only mortal sinsmust be confessed to apriest, but
thereisno agreement among priests asto which are mortal
and which are venial; yet al agree that such a distinction
exists. Although somesinsare classified as“mortal,” there
remains no clarity as to which sins have to be confessed.

CHAPTER ELEVEN
THE COMMUNION SERVICE

For 1,500 years the slaying of the Passover lamb by
the Jews pointed to the death of Christ. The last evening
that Christ waswith Hisdisciples, He ate the Passover with
them.

It was the last Passover to be observed by Christians,
for the true Passover Lamb was to die the next afternoon.
All sacrifices were to end, and consequently the human
priesthood was to cease. Desiring to leave a memorial of
His death, one that would ever keep in mind the two great
events—Hisdeath and His second coming—Jesusinstituted
the Lord’s Supper.

“ And when the hour was come, He sat down, and the
twelve apostleswith Him. And He said to them: With de-
sire| have desired to eat this pasch [passover] with you,
before | suffer.”—St. Luke 22:14-15.

“Jesus took bread.” The unleavened bread was on the
table. He took this bread and blessed it, or as St. Luke
22:19 says, “gavethanks,” and then brokeit, saying, “ Take,
eat; this is My body.” This was Thursday night. If this
bread were Hisreal body, asthe Catholic Church declares,
then He died on Thursday night. But we know that is not
true.

“And whilst they were at supper, Jesus took bread,
and blessed, and broke: and gave to His disciples, and
said: Takeye, and eat. Thisis My body.”—St. Matthew
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26:26.

The above verse says, “Thisis My body.” He did not
transmute the bread into His real body. Would we charge
our Lordwith creating Himsalf out of aliteral pieceof bread?

Had He not previously used symbols with which to
illustrate a specific truth He was teaching? For example,
He had referred to Himself as “the door” (St. John 10:9),
the“vineg” (St. John 15:1), “thelight” (St. John 8:12).

If weapply thelogic used by someininterpreting Christ’s
statement “ ThisisMy body,” isit not possible by the same
mode of interpretation to say that Christ ischanged into an
actual “door,” “vine,” and “light”? If it holds good in one
instance, it must hold good in others.

Christ broke off a chunk of bread, a figure which He
left to represent His broken body. He did not give them a
whole round wafer. How is awhole round wafer a broken
piece of bread? L et us quote that verse again:

“Andwhilst they were at supper, Jesustook bread, and
blessed, and broke: and gave to His disciples, and said:
Takeye, and eat. ThisisMy body.”—St. Matthew 26:26.

“Take, eat.” Thedisciplestook the bread intheir hands.
Christ did not place the bread on their tongues. The bread
was to be eaten, not dissolved on the tongue of the re-
celver.

Let us next turn to St. Luke 22:19.

“ And taking bread, Hegavethanks, and brake; and gave
to them, saying: This is My body, which is given for
you. Do this for a commemoration of Me.”—St. Luke
22:19.

“Commemoration” or “remembrance’—areminder, or
amemorial, of the great sacrifice of our Saviour. Although
the Greek word for “remembrance” is given in the Douay
Version as “commemoration,” in the revised New Testa-
ment (N.I.V., 1 Corinthians 11:23-29) the term, “remem-
brance,” is used by the Roman Catholic trandators.

Luke 22:19, quoted above, says “gave thanks,” while
Matthew 26:26, also quoted above, says “blessed.” Thus
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the words “blessed” and “gave thanks’ are synonymous.

The Catholic Church teaches that blessing the bread
resulted in it having been changed into His body. But what
Christ actually did was to thank God for the food before
partaking of it.

Taking the cup, He“gavethanks.” Christ left on record
an example for every Christian to follow, in thanking God
for the food He provides. This is why we offer thanks at
our tables and ask Him to bless the food which we are
about to eat.

Then Christ told them to drink the grape juice in their
cups:
“And taking the chalice, He gave thanks, and gave to
them, saying: Drink ye all of this.”—St. Matthew 26:27.
TheR.S.V. says, “And Hetook acup.” “Chalice” isan
old word for an extremely expensive cup. Jesus did not
have an ornate, expense cup in His hand; He had just a
simple, fired-clay cup. Jesus never made pretensions, as
though He were a wealthy man, with expensive palacesto
livein and hired servants who carried Him around.
He gavethedisciplesthe cup and told “all” to “drink.”
But the Catholic Church withholds the cup from the laity.
—Only the officiating priest drinksthewine.

For 1,400 years, Christ’sfollowersdid as Hetold them
to do during the Lord’'s Supper. Each one drank from his
own cup during the Communion Service. —But then, in
A.D. 1439 at the Council of Florence, a shocking thing
occurred: The cup was “withdrawn” from the laity! From
that time to this, over 560 years, the communicant has re-
ceived only half the sacrament! No longer in the Roman
Catholic Church do thefollowers of Christ drink from their
cup, as Christ told them to do in St. Matthew 26:27.

Of course it is said, without proof, that a miraculous
innovation iswrought by the priest. At the moment of con-
secration the wafers are supposedly infused with blood.
Each round wafer is allegedly a whole Christ, “body and
blood, soul and divinity.” This doctrine was not taught in
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the upper room where this the Communion service was
instituted.

Thewinewasto represent His precious blood, shed for
the sins of the world. What a symbol He left to remind us
of His supreme sacrificel The new covenant was ratified,
the plan of salvation made secure.

“For thisis My blood of the New Testament, which
shall be shed for many unto remission of sins.”—St. Mat-
thew 26:28.

It was unfermented wine which was in the cup. Fer-
mentation isatype of sin. Therewas“no sin” in thelife of
Christ. The wine used on the Roman altars is fermented,
but the bread is unleavened.

“And | say toyou, | will not drink from henceforth of
this fruit of the vine, until that day when | shall drink it
with you new in the kingdom of My Father.”—St. Mat-
thew 26:29.

Some Protestant churchesuseleaveninthe Communion
bread. The symbol is marred and the pure, sinless Christ
insulted. How does He feel when He sees His professed
followersoffering in the holy Communion service emblems
which denote sin? This service was designed by Christ to
keep before the people His sinless, spotless character. The
purejuice of thevine, untouched by fermentation, and bread
which contained no leaven, werefitting symbols of Hisun-
blemishedlife.

The Apostle Paul wrote the following passage twenty-
eight years after theinstitution of the Lord's Supper:

“For | have received of the Lord that which also |
delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus, the same night
in which He was betrayed, took bread. And giving
thanks, broke, and said: Take ye, and eat: this is My
body, which shall be delivered for you: this do for the
commemoration of Me [“in remembrance of Me,”
R.S.V.].

“In like manner also the chalice, after He had supped,
saying: This chaliceisthe New Testament in My blood:
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this do ye, as often as you shall drink, for the com-
memoration of Me [“in remembrance of Me,” R.S.V.].

“For as often as you shall eat this bread, and drink
the chalice, you shall shew the death of the Lord, until
He come.

“Therefore whosoever shall eat this bread, or drink
the chalice of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the
body and of the blood of the Lord.

“But let a man prove himself: and so let him eat of
that bread, and drink of the chalice.

“For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth
and drinketh judgment to himself, not discerning the
body of the Lord.”—1 Corinthians 11:23-29.

“1 have received of the Lord.” Hereceived it by inspi-
ration. He outlines how this service wasto be conducted. It
wasto be donein “remembrance”’ or “commemoration” of
our Lord, not as an act or adrama.

“For | havereceived of the Lord that whichaso | de-
livered unto you, that the Lord Jesus, the same night in
which He was betrayed, took bread.”—1 Corinthians
11:23.

This service was to point back to His death.

“For as often asyou shall eat thisbread, and drink the
chalice, you shall shew the death of the Lord, until He
come.”—I Corinthians 11:26.

“Let aman examine himself.” It does not say to go to
any human being and have him examine you.

“But let a man prove himself: and so let him eat of
that bread, and drink of the chalice. For he that eateth
and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh judgment
to himself, not discerning the body of the
Lord.”—1 Corinthians 11:28.

“But let a man examine himself,” is what 1 Corin-
thians 11:28 says in another Church-approved transla-
tion (R.S.\V.).

Before one partakes of this Sacrament, there must be
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asearching of one's heart before God, confession of al sin
to God, and deep repentance in order to be worthy to eat
and drink at the Lord’'stable.

Christ died “once’ for al. The Catholic Church teaches
that the sacrifice of the Mass repeats Calvary. It is claimed
that, each time Mass is offered,—Christ suffers and dies
again.

Yet the Holy Scripturesteach exactly the opposite:

“[Christ] needeth not daily . . to offer sacrifices. . for
this He did once, in offering Himself.” —Hebrews 7:27.

“By Hisown blood, [He] entered onceinto the holies,
having obtained eternal redemption.”—Hebrews 9:12.

“Nor yet that He should offer Himself often . . for
then He ought to have suffered often . . So also Christ
was offered onceto exhaust the sins of many.” —Hebrews
9:25-28.

“Inthewhichwill, weare sanctified by the oblation of
the body of Jesus Christ once.”—Hebrews 10:10.

“And by that wewill have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for al.”—He-
brews 10:10, R.S.V.

These versesreveal the utter futility of repetitious sac-
rifice, which can never take away sin. Christ offered “one
sacrifice for sins for ever.” Heis on the right hand of His
Father as our High Priest.

“And every priest indeed standeth daily ministering,
and often offering the same sacrifices, which can never
take away sins.

“But this man offering one sacrifice for sins, for
ever sitteth on theright hand of God.”—Hebrews 10:11-
12.

“One sacrifice for sins.” The reiteration of Calvary in
the Roman Massisadenial of the full atonement made by
Christ. When He died, He said, “It is finished” (St. John
19:30). The price of redemption was paid by that one death.
All animal sacrifices were ended, and the human priest-
hood was forever abolished.



LESSONS FROM ANCIENT WRITINGS 249

“For by one oblation He hath perfected for ever them
that are sanctified.”—Hebrews 10:14.

“For by asingle offering He has perfected for all time
those who are sanctified.”—Hebrews 10:14, R.S.V.

“Offering” or “sacrifice” isthe better word. Although
“oblation” comes from the Latin and means “oblatio,”
sacrifice; the words “ offering” or “sacrifice” are better
understood today.

“l am living for ever and ever.” Jesus declared thisto
John years after He went to heaven. Who would want to
put our blessed Lord to death again?

“And alive, and was dead, and behold | am living for
ever and ever, and have the keys of death and of hell.”—
The Apocalypse 1:18.

When the divine Word is followed, the Lord’s Supper
isamost beautiful and meaningful service. Itissymbolic of
the new earth, where all will sit at the table when the mar-
riage supper of the Lamb will be celebrated.

Thispromisewill then befulfilled. What ablessed hope
we have!

“And | say toyou, | will not drink from henceforth of
this fruit of the vine, until that day when | shall drink it
with you new in the kingdom of My Father.”—St. Mat-
thew 26:29.

Christ said to His disciples, “This is My body,” and
“ThisisMy blood” (Matthew 26:26-28). How can that be
taken in a literal sense? At the time those words were
spoken the bread and wine were on the table before Him;
and, in Hisbody, Hewassitting at the table asaliving man.
The crucifixion had not taken place. They ate the Lord's
supper before it occurred.

Jesus said to do it as a memorial to Him. We do not,
and cannot, memorialize someone who is present, as the
Church says Christ is present in the Mass. But in the fu-
ture, in His absence, these thingswould symbolize Hisbro-
ken body and shed blood. They would then call to mind His
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sacrifice, and would then be taken “in remembrance” of
Him (1 Corinthians 11:25).

Jesus' words, “Thisisin remembrance [commemora-
tion] of Me,” show that the Lord’s supper is not somekind
of magical operation; but it is primarily a memorial insti-
tuted to call Christians throughout the ages to remember
thewondrous sacrifice of the crucified Lord and al itsmar-
velous benefits and lessons for us. A memoria does not
present thereality, in this case Histrue body and blood, but
something quite different; this serves only asareminder of
thereal thing.

We often show afriend a photograph and say, “ Thisis
my wife”; “Thisis my son”; etc. Such language is readily
understood in ordinary conversation. Nobody takes such
words literaly. The Bibleiswritten in the language of the
common people. Hence it is perfectly obvious, to any ob-
servant reader, that the Lord’s Supper wasintended prima-
rily asasimple memorial gathering; itisinno sensealiteral
reincarnation of Christ.

The real meaning of Christ’s words can be seen when
they are compared with similar figurative language which
He used elsewhere.

Jesussaid, “1 amthe door (St. John 10:7)—~but of course
He did not mean that He was a literal wooden door with
lock and hinges. He said, “| amthevine” (St. John 15:5)—
but no one understood Him to mean that He was a grape-
vine. When He said, “Ye are the salt of the earth” (St
Matthew 5:13), He did not mean Hisfollowerswere actual
salt.

The disciples had no trouble understanding what Jesus
was saying, and neither did the Roman Church until 800
years after Calvary.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Yes, it was not until 800 years after Jesus met with His
disciples in the upper room for that Communion service,
that anyone thought of the idea of the “real presence.”

In the first part of the ninth century a man named
Paschasius Radbertas, who was a Benedictine monk, be-
gan to advocate the real presence of Christ in the bread
and wine. In A.D. 831 he wrote a treatise, Concerning
the Body and Blood of Christ.

Here is a brief summary of the doctrine which
Paschasius advanced:

“ After the consecration of the bread and wine in the
Lord’s supper, nothing remains of these symbols but the
outward figure, under which the body and blood of Christ
were locally present. While the bread may have the ap-
pearance of bread, it is now, after the priest utters the
words. ‘This is my body,” the real body of Christ. The
cup, after the priest blessesit, isno longer wine, but the
real blood of Christ.”—Paschasius Radbertas, Concern-
ing the Body and Blood of Christ.

Paschasius further claimed that the body and blood of
Christ—the same body which was born of thevirgin Mary,
hung and suffered on the cross, and was buried and rose
from the dead—was present in the Lord’s Supper.

This new theory, when first advocated, was bitterly
opposed by anumber of Church leaders. One was Rabanus
Maurus, Archbishop of Maiaz, who took definiteissuewith
the new concept. He called it a perversion of the Lord's
Supper. Archbishop Maurus wrote this:

“Some persons, of late, not entertaining asound opin-
ion respecting the sacrament of the body and blood of
our Lord, have actually ventured to declare that thisis
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the identical body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
the identical body, to wit, which was born of the Virgin
Mary, in which Christ suffered on the cross, and in
which He arose from the dead. This error we have
opposed with all our might!”—Rabanus Maurus, Epist.
Ad. Heribald, c. 33.
A lengthy battle was fought over this new idea. Oppo-
nents of the theory said it was shocking and preposterous.
Interestingly enough, at thetime, no mention was made
by any of the contendersof theterms, “transubstantiation”
and “the worship of the elements’ (the bread and wine).
Those were additional concepts, which did not develop for
another 380 years.

Many fierceargumentswerefought by the bishops over
the“real presence” theory until early in the thirteenth cen-
tury. Then, at the Fourth Council of Lateran (A.D. 1215),
transubstantiation was made adogma of the Church. (This
was the same council which decreed that the people had to
confess to priestsinstead of to God.)

Pope Innocent 111 officiated at this Council. The de-
creeissued onthedogmaisasfollows:

“The body and blood of Christ are contained really in
the sacrament of the altar, under the species of bread and
wine, the bread being transubstanti ated [ changed] into the
body of Jesus Christ, and thewineinto Hisblood, by the
power of God.”—Council Lateran, IX, cap. 1.

Because transubstantiation—the changing of the bread
and wineinto thereal body and blood of Christ—had been
declared an official dogmaby the Lateran Council, it could
no longer be contested. To oppose or even doubt the theory
would be heresy and could cost a person hislife.

The alleged power of the clergy, to create God from
the elements of bread and wine, has caused credul ous wor-
shipersto consider the priest something of a God, since he
had power to bring God down into a wafer and a cup.
Although it greatly increased the power of the Church, what
doesit do to our Lord?
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The priest is taught that he has power over God, to
command Him to come down into the wafer and the cup—
any time he, the priest, so decides.

“With regard to the power of the priests over the
real body of Christ [the actual body of Christin heaven],
it is of faith that when they pronounce the words of
consecration, the incarnate God has obliged Himself to
obey and come into their hands under the sacramental
appearance of bread and wine.

“We are struck with wonder when we find that, in
obedience to the words of His priests—Hoc est corpus
meum (This is My body)—God Himself descends on
the altar, that He comes whenever they call Him, and as
often asthey call Him, and placesHimself in their hands,
even though they should be His enemies.

“And after having come He remains, entirely at their
disposal and they moveHim asthey pleasefrom oneplace
to another. They may, if they wish, shut Him up in the
tabernacle, or expose Him on the altar, or carry Him out-
side the Church; they may, if they choose, eat His flesh,
and give Him for the food of others.

Besides [in addition to such fabulous authority], the
power of the priest surpasses that of the Blessed Virgin,
because she cannot absolve a Catholic from even the
smallest sin.”—de Liguori, The Dignity and Duties of
the Priest.

Thevery important Council of Trent (A.D. 1545-1563),
in one of its sessions, confirmed the decision of the Fourth
Lateran Council on the question of transubstantiation:

“This holy Council declareth: That by the consecra-
tion of the bread and wine, thereis effected aconversion
of the whole substance of the bread into the substance
of the body of Christ our Lord, and of the wine into the
substance of His blood; which conversion is fitly and
properly termed by the holy Catholic Church, transub-
stantiation.”—Council Trident, Sess. XIlI, cap. 4.

The Catholic Church today accepts and practices the
doctrine of transubstantiation. The members of the Church
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arerequired to believeit, on pain of morta sin.

The Roman Catholic Mass is designed to be a dra-
matic representation of our Lord’s suffering and death on
Calvary, and just before and after. The priest at the altar
performs the part that the Saviour went through from the
time He entered the Garden of Gethsemane until He arose
from the tomb.

The principal part of the Mass is reached when the
officiating priest allegedly transmutes, or changes, the bread
and wineinto thereal “body and blood, soul and divinity of
our Lord.” When thisact isaccomplished, it isclaimed that
transubstantiation occurs.

CHAPTER TWELVE
THE BLESSED VIRGIN

In the following verse we find the first promise of our
Redeemer. Adam and Eve had turned from obeying God
and His Word. They had voluntarily delivered themselves
into the hands of Satan and consequently were unable to
extricate themsel vesfrom his power.

“1 will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your seed and her seed. He[the promised “ seed”]
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise Hishedl.”—
Genesis 3:15, R.S.V.

In the hearing of Adam and Eve, our Lord made known
to Satan that the “ seed” —Christ—would “ crush” the head
of the enemy and thus enable man to be restored to his
former position. The plan of redemptionisrevealed in this
text!

Was it Christ or was it Mary who crushed the head of
Satan? The Rheims-Douai Version readsthus:
“l will put enmities between thee and the woman,
and thy seed and her seed: she shall crush thy head,
and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel.”—Genesis 3:15.
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A later Church-approved version isan example of what
you will findin other Bibletrandations:

“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your seed and her seed. He [the promised
“seed”] shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His
heel.”—Genesis 3:15, R.S.V.

The literal trandation of the Hebrew Old Testament
readsthus: “He shall bruise”—not “she shall bruise.”

Catholic theology does not always go according to the
Latin Vulgate'sinterpretation on what the Church callsthe
ipsa conteret (the exact meaning of the verse and its con-
text), as referring to Mary. The actual Hebrew word in
Genesis 3:15for progeny (seed) is masculine—and not femi-
nine. Thereforeit should betranslated “He shall bruise thy
head.” ItisChrist by HisIncarnation, life, sufferings, death,
and heavenly mediation—who will crush the head of the
deadly serpent, Satan. Satan will be conquered and destroyed
because of what Christ has done.

Thisisclearly shownin Paul’s statement to the Gal atians
about the promised “seed.”

“To Abraham were the promises made and to his seed.
He saith not, And to his seeds, as of many: but as of one,
and to thy seed, which is Christ.”—Galatians 3:16.

“Andtothy seed, whichisChrist,” ishow the Rheims-
Douai, translated here, saysit.

Christisthe promised seed. He a one wasthe Onewho
would crush the head of Satan. Why should anyone want
to take away the glory from our Lord and give it to any
mortal being?

The Word declares that God will not give His glory to
another, nor His praise to a graven image.

“l the Lord, thisis My name: | will not give My
glory to another, nor My praise to graven things.”—
Isaias 42:8.

Man is doing that which God frowns upon—worship-
ing the creature rather than the Creator.
“Because that, when they knew God, they have not
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glorified Him as God, or given thanks, but became vain
in their thoughts, and their foolish heart was darkened
.. Who changed the truth of God into a lie; and wor-
shipped and served the creature rather than the Cre-
ator, who is blessed for ever.”—Romans 1:21, 25.

Hundreds of years before the virgin Mary was born,
the pagan world had a goddess, a queen. She was known
by different namesin various countries—

Semiramis, Astarte, Cybele, and Themis, Mother of
the Gods, Maker of Investigations, Dove, and Goddess of
Justice. These and many other names and titleswere given
to the " Queen of Heaven.” Thisgreat Mother Goddesswas
mentioned by an Old Testament prophet:

“The children gather wood, and the fatherskindle the
fire, and the women knead the dough, to make cakes to
the queen of heaven, and to offer libationsto strange gods,
and to provoke Meto anger.”—Jeremias 7:18.

The people of Judah, in the days of Jeremias, had gone
so far back from serving the true God that they gave them-
selves up to worshiping the Queen of Heaven, Ashtoreth,
the Phoenician goddess. The people told the prophet,
Jeremias, that they would not obey the Word of the Lord.
They felt sure that the Queen of Heaven would intercede
with the gods and protect them, as long as they burned
“incense,” made“cakes,” and poured out “drink offerings”
to her.

“Then all the men that knew that their wives sacrificed
to other gods: and all the women of whom there stood by
agreat multitude, and all the people of them that dweltin
theland of Egypt in Phatures, answered Jeremias, saying:

“Asfor the word which thou hast spoken to usin the
name of the Lord, wewill not hearken to thee:

“But we will certainly do every word that shall pro-
ceed out of our own mouth, to sacrifice to the queen of
heaven, and to pour out drink offerings to her, as we
and our fathers have done, our kings, and our princes
in the cities of Juda, and in the streets of Jerusalem:
and we were filled with bread, and it was well with us,
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and we saw no evil.

“But since we left off to offer sacrifice to the queen
of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings to her, we
have wanted all things, and have been consumed by
the sword, and by famine.

“And if we offer sacrifice to the queen of heaven,
and pour out drink offerings to her: did we make cakes
to worship her, to pour out drink offerings to her, with-
out our husbands?’—Jeremias 44:15-19.

The enemy of God presented this rival goddess to the
people who were thus deceived by her so-called miracles.
How did God regard all this? He could no longer bear with
them. They were taken captive by Babylon for refusing to
obey Hisvoice, Hislaw, and Histestimonies.

“And Jeremias spoketo all the people, to themen, and
to thewomen, and to all the people which had given him
that answer, saying:

“Was it not the sacrifice that you offered in the cities
of Juda, and in the streets of Jerusalem, you and your fa-
thers, your kings, and your princes, and the people of the
land, which the Lord hath remembered, and hath it not
entered into His heart?

“So that the Lord could no longer bear, because of the
evil of your doings, and because of the abominations
which you have committed: thereforeyour landisbecome
adesolation, and an astoni shment, and acurse, without an
inhabitant, asat thisday.

“Becauseyou have sacrificed toidols, and have sinned
against the Lord: and have not obeyed the voice of the
Lord, and have not walked in His law, and in His com-
mandments, and in His testimonies: therefore are these
evils come upon you, as at this day.”—Jeremias 44:20-
23.

In the days of the Apostle Paul, all Asiaand the then-
known world were given over to the worship of “the great
goddess Diana.”
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St. Paul taught the people of Ephesus that the silver
images of Diana which they were worshiping should be
destroyed; and, as his enemies charged:

“You see and hear, that this Paul by persuasion hath
drawn away a great multitude, not only of Ephesus, but
almost of all Asia, saying: They are not gods which are
made by hands.” —Acts 19:26.

So Paul was calling the people, away from image wor-
ship, back to keeping the first and second commandments
which they had been breaking.

But the people who madetheir living by image-making
opposed Paul’sdoctrine. Demetrius and hiscraftsmen were
being put out of business by Paul’s teaching.

“Now at that time there arose no small disturbance
about the way of the Lord. For a certain man named
Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver temples for
Diana, brought no small gain to the craftsmen;

“Whom he calling together, with the workmen of like
occupation said: Sirs, you know that our gain is by this
trade; and you see and hear, that this Paul by persuasion
hath drawn away agreat multitude, not only of Ephesus,
but almost of all Asia, saying: They are not gods which
aremadeby hands.

“So that not only thisour craft isin danger to be set at
nought, but also the temple of great Diana shall be re-
puted for nothing; yea, and her majesty shall beginto be
destroyed, whom all Asiaand theworld worshippeth.

“Having heard these things, they were full of anger,
and cried out, saying: Great is Dianaof the Ephesians.”—
Acts 19:23-28.

If Paul were living today, what attitude would he as-
sume toward the craft of image-making? Would he not cry
out for its destruction as he did in Ephesus?

The prophecy of Isaias was given over seven hundred
years before our Lord was born.
“Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign.
Behold avirgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and His
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name shall be called Emmanuel.”—lsaias 7:14.

The sign was that a virgin would give birth to a son,
Immanuel, God with us. The young woman chosen by God
wasthevirgin Mary, apure, noble character. Would that all
women would follow her example of purity, and al moth-
erswould train and educate their children according to the
Word of God.

Elizabeth’s blessing upon the virgin Mary did not €l-
evate Mary to the status of beatification. The text does not
indicate that she would be invoked by her admiring devo-
tees. She was blessed “among” women. She was not the
only woman blessed inthe Bible.

“And shecried out with aloud voice, and said: Blessed
art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb.”—St. Luke 1:42.

By the prophetess Deborah, Jael was also “blessed
among women.”

“Blessed among women be Jahel thewife of Haber the
Cinite, and blessed be she in her tent.”—Judges 5:24.

But being blessed “among” women did not make Jael
different from any other human being. Thereis no record
in Holy Scripture that Jael was ever venerated following
Deborah’s blessing upon her.

TheBiblegivesnointimation that thevirgin Mary was
regarded with any reverential respect, either at the time of
Elizabeth’sblessing or at any subsequent time. Devotion to
Mary was unknown to the early church. The apostles give
no suggestionin any of their writingsthat devotion, or wor-
ship, had been given to Mary.

The Scriptures clearly teach that only God should be
worshiped. Notethereaction of theangel Gabriel to John’s
worship: “Seethou doit not . . worship God.” This experi-
ence is left on record for our admonition. If the highest
angel refused to be worshiped, why should any of the hu-
man family dare to accept such homage?

“And | fell down before his feet, to adore him. And
he saith to me: See thou do it not. | am thy fellow
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servant, and of thy brethren, who have the testimony
of Jesus. Adore God. For the testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy.”—The Apocalypse 19:10.

“You must not do that! | am a fellow servant with
you and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus.
Worship God.”—Revelation 19:10, R.S.V.

The Catholic Church teachesthat there arc threeforms
of worship: latria (cultus latriae), the worship due alone
to God; dulia (cultus duliae), the veneration or worship
givento saintsand angels; hyperdulia (cultus hyperduliae),
the worship, adoration, and homage given thevirgin Mary.
These are Latin terms which the average layman has diffi-
culty indefining and equating.

The“Ave Maria,” better known asthe “Hail Mary,” is
well-known to every faithful Catholic:

“Literdly ‘Hail Mary,” Ave Mariaisthetitleof thefa
miliar two part prayer:

“*Hail Mary full of grace, the Lord iswith thee, blessed
art thou among all women, and blessed isthefruit of thy
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for ussin-
ners now and at the hour of our death. Amen.” "—The
Catholic Encyclopedia, 59-60.

—Yet, according to the Catholic Dictionary, this did
not come into use until “the end of the twelfth century.”
Words were added to the prayer by the Franciscans about
the middle of the fifteenth century. The whole Ave Maria
as it now stands was decreed by Pope Pius 'V in 1568.

According to the words of Scripture, Mary rejoiced in
her Saviour. If she could not sin, what need did she have
for a Saviour?

“And Mary said: My soul doth magnify the Lord.
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.”—St.
Luke 1:46-47.

Paul evidently knew nothing about the Immacul ate Con-
ception of the virgin Mary or of her sinless state, for he
said that “all have sinned.”
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“For all have sinned, and do need the glory of God.” —
Romans 3:23.

“All have sinned and fall short of theglory of God.” —
Romans 3:23, R.S.V.

If Mary was what the Catholic Church claims, how
could Paul write that “none,” not even “one,” isjust, that
is, righteousin the sight of God.

“As it is written: There is not any man just.”—Ro-
mans 3:10.

Christ was made “in the likeness of sinful flesh.” He
“condemned sinintheflesh” by living alifein perfect con-
formity to the Ten Commandments. He never sinned, not
even by athought. What a Saviour we have!

“For what the law could not do, in that it was weak
through the flesh; God sending Hisown Son, inthelike-
ness of sinful flesh and of sin, hath condemned sininthe
flesh.”—Romans 8:3.

But the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of the
virginMary givesusaChrist who could not sin. Such teach-
ing strikes at the very heart of the atonement.

Satan claimed that no human being could keep the Ten
Commandments. For 4,000 years his charge went unchal-
lenged. Then the Son of God came to this earth in human
flesh and demonstrated before Satan and the universe that,
through the power of God, the Ten Commandments could
be kept.

Christ partook of the same flesh and blood as the hu-
man family.

“Therefore because the children are partakers of flesh
and blood, He aso Himself in like manner hath been
partaker of the same: that, through death, He might
destroy him who had the empire of death, that is to
say, the devil.”—Hebrews 2:14.

He did not take the nature of angels, but the seed of
Abraham.

“For no where doth He take hold of the angels: but
of the seed of Abraham He taketh hold.”—Hebrews
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2:16.

“It behoved Him.” In other words, it was necessary
for Him to be “made like unto His brethren” in order for
Him to be our High Priest.

“Wherefore it behoved Him in all things to be made
like unto his brethren, that He might become a merciful
and faithful high priest before God, that He might be a
propitiation for the sins of the people.”—Hebrews 2:17.

Thisis avery comforting text. Our Saviour can sym-
pathize with us because He was tempted as we are.

“For in that, wherein He Himself hath suffered and
been tempted, He is able to succour them also that are
tempted.”—Hebrews 2:18.

Had He taken the flesh of an “immacul ate mother,” He
could not “be touched with the feeling of our infirmities.”
The teaching of the Immaculate Conception presents us
with an entirely different Christ than the One portrayed in
theHoly Scriptures.

“For we have not ahigh priest, who can not have com-
passion on our infirmities: but one tempted in all things
like aswe are, without sin.”—Hebrews 4:15.

How did Christ keep from sinning? Hewept and prayed
to His heavenly Father for the power to be kept from sin.
Satan was constantly pursuing our Lord, to tempt Him. If
only he could induce Him to commit just one sin, then the
whole world would be lost. But, thank God, our Saviour
never once yielded to the enemy. We, too, through His
power can be kept from sinning.

“Who in the days of His flesh, with a strong cry and
tears, offering up prayers and supplications to Him that
was ableto save Him from death, was heard.”—Hebrews
5:7.

Christ was God while in human flesh, but He never
used any of Hisdivine power in combating sin. The power
to meet the enemy He received from His Father.

“And whereas indeed He was the Son of God, He
learned obedience by the things which He suffered.
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And being consummated, He became, to all that obey
Him, the cause of eternal salvation.”—Hebrews 5:8-9.
At the age of twelve, Christ attended His first Pass-
over. As He watched this service, the mystery of His own
mission was revealed to Him.

“And His parentswent every year to Jerusalem, at the
solemn day of the pasch [Passover]. And when He
was twelve years old, they going up into Jerusalem,
according to the custom of the feast.

“And having fulfilled the days, when they returned,
the child Jesus remained in Jerusalem; and His parents
knew it not. And thinking that He was in the company,
they came aday’sjourney, and sought Him among their
kinsfolks and acquaintance. And not finding Him, they
returned into Jerusalem, seeking Him.

“And it came to pass, that, after three days, they
found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the
doctors, hearing them, and asking them questions. And
all that heard Him were astonished at His wisdom and
His answers.”—St. Luke 2:41-47.

It is evident, from the reply Christ gave His mother,
that she did not understand Hismission asthe Messiah. He
disclaimed Joseph as Hisfather and stated His Sonship with
God.

“And seeing Him, they wondered. And Hismother, said

to Him: Son, why hast Thou done so to us? behold Thy
father and | have sought Thee sorrowing.

“And He said to them: How isit that you sought Me?
did you not know, that | must be about My father’s
business?’—St. Luke 2:48-49.

Eighteen yearslater, Christ performed Hisfirst miracle
at awedding, to which His mother had also been invited.
A fond mother’s pride hopes for a miracle from her
Son on this happy occasion. “They have no wine.” These
words were a suggestion for Him to supply the need.
“And the third day, there was a marriage in Cana of
Galilee: and the mother of Jesus was there. And Jesus
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also was invited, and His disciples, to the marriage.
“And the wine failing, the mother of Jesus saith to
Him: They have no wine.”—St. John 2:1-3.

What was His reply? “Woman, what have | to do with
thee?’

“And Jesus saith to her: Woman, what isthat to Meand
to Thee? My hour is not yet come.”—St. John 2:4.

This form of address, “Woman,” was in keeping with
the Oriental custom. Headded, “ Minehour isnot yet come.”
Once again we find that even Mary did not have a right
conception of Christ’smission.

Even though Mary did not fully understand the full
import of Christ’smission, yet she had profound regard for
His Word.

“Hismother saith to thewaiters: Whatsoever He shall
say to you, do ye.”—St. John 2:5.

“Hismother said to the servants, Do whatever Hetells
you.”— John 2:5, R.S.V.

Mary did not say, “Whatsoever | say unto you, do it,”
but “Whatsoever He saith.”

What “He saith” can be found only in the Holy Scrip-
tures. Therefore, Mary saysto do what the Scripturesteach.
Apart from the Magnificat, thisisthe only counsel she ever
gave. How wonderful if all, both Catholic and Protestant,
would adhere to her admonition!

L ater, asecond incident strengthens our understanding
of thefact that thetie of kinship in no way placed Mary on
vantage ground with Christ.

The following passage revealsthat Mary’s connection
with Jesus placed her in no different spiritual relation to
Him from that of any other human being. All who receive
Christ by faith and do the will of His Father are closer than
human kinship could make them.

“As He was yet speaking to the multitudes, behold
His mother and His brethren stood without, seeking to
speak to Him.

“And one said unto Him: Behold Thy mother and
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Thy brethren stand without seeking Thee.

“But He answering him that told him, said: Who is
My mother, and who are My brethren?
“And stretching forth Hishand towards His disciples,
he said: Behold My mother and My brethren.
“For whosoever shall do the will of My Father, that
isin heaven, heis My brother, and sister, and mother.” —
St. Matthew 12:46-50.
It is those who obey Christ—by obeying His Written
Word as given in the Sacred Scriptures—who are His spe-
cia people!

A third incident saysit even more clearly: Those who
obey Christ are just as close to Him as any human being
can be!

As Christ was speaking, awoman in the audience called
out that Christ’s mother must be especially blessed.

Jesus did not reply that those who obey God are as
blessed asMary, but He said that only those who obey God
are blessed. In other words, Mary could only be blessed to
the degree that she continued to obey God in the future as
she had done in the past.

“And it cameto pass, as He spoke these things, a cer-
tain woman from the crowd, lifting up her voice, said to
Him: Blessed is the womb that bore Thee, and the paps
that give Thee suck.

“But He said: Yearather, blessed arethey who hear the
Word of God, and keep it.”—St. Luke 11:27-28.

Hisreply clearly states that al who hear and keep the
Word of God will be blessed. Mary had no divine merit
because of her maternal relationship to the Saviour. She
could find salvation only through the Lamb of God and in
doing thewill of God.

What did Peter say about this? He knew nothing about
the virgin and her power to save.
“Neither is there salvation in any other. For thereis
no other name under heaven given to men, whereby
we must be saved.”—Acts 4:12.
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What did the Apostle Paul say? Paul says there is
only one mediator between God and man. It is “the man
Christ Jesus,” and not the woman Mary, who stands be-
tween God and man to intercede.

“For there is one God, and one mediator of God and
men, the man Christ Jesus.”—1 Timothy 2:5.

The Apostle John said our Advocate with the Father is
Jesus Christ.

“My little children, these things | write to you, that
you may not sin. But if any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the just.”—1 St. John 2:1.

If Mary were the Queen of Heaven, the mediatrix, the
advocate of sinners, the co-redemptrix, John would have
known; for he took Mary to his own home after the death
of the Saviour, and cared for her.

“When Jesus therefore had seen His mother and the
disciple standing whom Heloved, he saith to Hismother:
Woman, behold thy son. After that, He saith to the dis-
ciple: Behold thy mother. And from that hour, the dis-
ciple took her to his own.”—St. John 19:26-27.

“From that hour, the disciple took her to his own
home.”— John 19:27, R.S.V.

As aprophet of God, John mentions the two concepts
which would be held regarding the human nature of our
Lord, Jesus Christ:

Some would believe what the Scriptures teach: that
He came in “the flesh,” that is, not from a so-caled im-
maculate mother. This, the correct position, “is of God.”

Others would teach that He came not in the “likeness
of sinful flesh,” but from a sinless mother. This teaching
John declares is the “ spirit of antichrist.” Here is the pas-
sage:

“By this is the spirit of God known. Every spirit
which confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh,
is of God: And every spirit that dissolveth [denies the
humanity of] Jesus, is not of God: and this is Anti-
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christ, of whom you have heard that He cometh, and
He is now aready in the world.”—1 St. John 4:2-3.

When wasthelast timethat Mary’s nameis mentioned
in Holy Scripture? It is found in the first chapter of the
Book of Acts.

All those who werein the upper room were mentioned.
The disciples are first mentioned, next the women, then
Mary. She evidently did not hold the preeminence at this
important gathering.

“And when they were come in, they went up into an
upper room, where abode Peter and John, Jamesand An-
drew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
James of Alpheus, and Simon Zelotes, and Jude the
brother of James. All these were persevering with one
mind in prayer with the women, and Mary the mother of
Jesus, and with His brethren.”—Acts 1:13-14.

So, in view of al that has been presented in the In-
spired Writings about Mary, should we not give Christ His
rightful place asthe God of both justice and mercy?

“Hismother saith to the waiters: Whatsoever He shall
say to you, do ye.”—St. John 2:5.

“Hismother said to the servants, Do whatever Hetells
you.”— John 2:5, R.S.V.

CHAPTER TWELVE
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Does the Written Word support the doctrine of theim-
maculate conception of Mary? Some teach that an im-
maculate mother had to be provided, alleging that Christ
would not consent to become incarnate in flesh defiled by
sin. Such teaching strikes at the very heart of the gospel.

If Mary was immaculately conceived, she would not
have given Christ a body “in the likeness of sinful flesh”
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(Romans 8:3). —Yet Scripture saysthat is exactly thekind
of body that Christ was born with!

Furthermore, if the Church teaching istrue, Christ could
not have been tempted as we are by Satan; and therefore
He could not sympathize fully with us. L et us consider what
the Holy Scriptures have to say on thisvital subject:

The virgin Mary was a beautiful character. She was
the woman entrusted to give birth to our blessed Saviour.
She was the one who reared Him and taught Him the Holy
Scriptures. Sheisamodel for all womanhood. But was she
to be venerated, worshiped, and esteemed as a sinless be-
ing? The Catholic believesthat Mary never sinned, nor could
she have sinned, because, as the Church teaches, she had
an immacul ate conception. The answer can be found only
in the Bible. We must approach this subject with an open
mind and in the spirit of prayer.

The Church teachesthat thevirgin Mary was conceived
without original sin. Being thus born without sin, or any
tendency toward sinning, places her in a class by herself,
superior to therest of the human family. In fact, the Church
declaresthat she remained without one stain of sinthrough-
out her life.

Here is a brief résumé, or abridgment, of the history
which led to her veneration and worship. Here were the
gradual steps which led to the Beatification of Mary:

About the close of the third century and the beginning
of the fourth, two schools of thought arose over the origin
of Christ. These schoolswere known as Arianism and Or-
thodoxy.

Arius and his followers believed that Christ had a be-
ginning. The Orthodox believed Christ existed from eter-
nity and was coequal with the Father.

It became apparent that a council would have to de-
cide the matter. InA.D. 325 the Nicaean Council, the first
of a series of general councils, was held. The question of
Christ’s beginning was considered. Was He, while in hu-
man flesh, still the Son of God? Was He begotten or was
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He self-existing?

Arianism was condemned, and the Orthodox beliefs
were adopted. The Council took the position that because
Christ had two natures—human and divine—the virgin
Mary, in acertain sense, could be said to be the mother of
God. She was called, in the Greek, the “Theotokos.” The
title means “ God-bearing,” that is, the “Mother of God.”
(Catholic Encyclopedia, p. 578).

It was far from the intentions of the Council to bestify,
or glorify, Mary. Nothing in authentic church history teaches
that, at that time, thetitle“Mother of God” had any official
encyclical confirming the new title of Mary. However, in
Egypt, a school of thought developed concerning the mys-
tery of the Incarnation of Christ. Consequently discussions
aroseregarding thevirgin Mary asthe “Mother of God.”

During the latter part of the fourth century and thefirst
part of the fifth, violent disputes arose about the nature of
Christ. Patriarchal rivalries played an important part, and
these could be settled only by political intervention. Cyril
and Nestoriusweretwo leading churchmeninvolved in the
much-disputed question on the nature of Christ and over
Mary, who gave Christ His human nature.

Cyril, Archbishop of Alexandria, took the position that
the two natures of Christ before their union were distinct
entities, but after the union they became one nature only. It
would therefore be accurate to say that the virgin Mary
should be giventhetitle, “Mother of God.” The archbishop
had quite afollowing and many loyal supporters.

Nestorius, Patriarch of Constantinople, refused to ac-
cept the formula of the Nicaean Council regarding Mary
as the “Mother of God.” Finally both parties made an ap-
peal to Emperor Theodosius 11, to settle the dispute.

InA.D. 431 theemperor called the Council of Ephesus.
The delegates from Egypt and AsiaMinor arrived quickly,
as they did not have far to come. The Antioch delegates,
who were favorabl e toward Nestorius, were delayed. Even
the Roman delegates did not arrive ontime. Theresult was
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that Cyril opened the Council without the full delegated
body present. For the most part, the opponents of the
“Mother of God” concept were not present.

Nestorius refused to appear at the Council and was
excommunicated and deposed from hisclerical status. The
Council lasted only one day. Thevirgin Mary was honored
as the “Mother of God” by the Cyril delegates. A great
celebration followed; torcheswerelighted; and, amid great
acclamation, Mary was hailed as the “Mother of God.”

It will beremembered that, in thissame city of Ephesus,
the Apostle Paul had difficulty with the worshipers of the
goddessDiana (Acts 19:23-28). Theworld worshiped Diana
as agoddess, in Paul’s day; but now the virgin Mary was
classified asthe “Mother of God.” This means she wasthe
mother of her Creator. What higher claims could be made
for amortal human being?

Shortly after the Council of Ephesus ended, the oppo-
sition delegation arrived. They learned that, under Cyril’'s
|eadership, Nestorius had been excommunicated and Mary
had been proclaimed the “Mother of God.”

When John, the Patriarch of Antioch, with his delega-
tion learned what had been done by the Council, he pro-
ceededto call for acounter-council. He stated that thework
done by the former Council wasillegal, inasmuch as some
of the involved parties were absent.

John’s wish was granted, and another Council con-
vened with all delegates present, including the Roman del-
egates who were too late for the first Council. The
emperor’s representative were also in attendance. The
Council excommunicated Cyril; but the papal del egates had
the first Council reconvene, to reconsider the action rela-
tive to the virgin Mary. The first Council’s decision was
approved, and Mary was declared to be the Theotokos,
that is, “The Mother of God.” This date, A.D. 431, marks
the time when the worship of Mary became much more
widespread.

Many erroneous claims were made over the years re-
garding thelife of Mary. According to Jerome, Augustine,
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Gregory, Epiphanius, and others, about the middle of the
fourth century, stories were spread about virgins who had
taken the vows of sanctity and chastity and who devoted
their lives to the service of the Temple at Jerusalem.

It was said that, among these virgins, was Mary. The
claim was made that she had consecrated her lifeto God by
taking the vow of perpetual virginity. To thiswas added the
theory that her marriage to Joseph wasformal, and that she
had continued avirgin until her death. The theory was that
actual marriage would somehow have been defilingto Mary.

Thiswasthe new teaching, and it caused long debated
arguments as to whether Mary actually had been a per-
petud virgin.

Thisled to the promul gation of acanon law, which said
that all marriagewasalow, vile state and best avoided:

“Whoever shall affirm that the conjugal [married] state
is to be preferred to a life of virginity or celibacy, and
that it is not better and more conducive to happiness to
remaininvirginity or celibacy, thanto be married, let him
be accursed.”—Roman Catholic Canon Law 10.

The other phase of the new teaching was that Mary
wasthe“Mother of God” and therefore entitled to devotion
and honor above al other human beings. These extrava
gant honors conferred on Mary led to the development of a
sect called Collyridian, derived from the word collyridae,
the cakes which were offered to the virgin. This sect re-
gards Mary as worthy of divine worship. This accelerated
the movement to accord her full, divine adulation.

Yet, for centuries, there was an ongoing controversy
over the matter before her Immaculate Conception and
her Assumption to heaven finally became official dogmas
of the Church.

On December 8, 1854, Pope Pius| X proclaimed Mary
immaculately conceived. This is now accepted as an au-
thentic dogma of the Church.

Not until November 1, 1950, did Pope Pius X1 declare
her Assumption into heaven a dogma. It means that soon
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after her death, her resurrection took place and united her
body with her soul in heaven.

Of course these doctrines had been taught, to one ex-
tent or another, for centuries, but one did not have to be-
lieve them. However, after they were proclaimed as dog-
mas, it would be heresy to disbelieve them.

The Holy Scriptures declare that Jesus is our only
Saviour. Christ, the Onewho died on our behalf, istheonly
one who can forgive our sins, deliver us from them, and
redeem our souls.

Under the Inspiration of God, St. Peter said this:
“Neither isthere salvationin any other. For thereisno
other name under heaven given to men, whereby wemust
besaved.”—Acts 4:12.

The Apostle Paul declared that Christ was the only
Saviour:
“For there is one God, and one mediator of God and
men, the man Christ Jesus.”—1 Timothy 2:5.

The Apostle John said our Advocate with the Father is
Jesus Christ:

“My little children, these things | write to you, that
you may not sin. But if any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the just.”—1 St. John 2:1.

But uninspired men, in later centuries, have suggested
that the only means of salvation isthrough Mary:

“*O Mary, we poor sinnersknow no other refugethan
thee, for thou art our only hope, and on thee we rely
for our salvation.” Thou art our only advocate with
Jesus Christ; to thee we all turn ourselves.”—St.
Alphonsus M. de Liguori, The Glories of Mary, p. 121.

Itissaid that God only punishessinners; but Mary alone
can help them:
“Mary . . although a Queen, is not a queen of jus-
tice, intent on the punishment of the wicked, but aqueen
of mercy, intent only on commiserating and pardoning
sinners. And this is the reason for which the Church
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requires that we should expressly call her ‘the Queen
of Mercy’. .

“The kingdom of justice He [God)] reservesfor Him-
self, and that of mercy Heyielded to Mary, ordaining at
the same time that all mercies that are dispensed to
men should pass through the hands of Mary, and be
disposed of by her at will . .

“ *Thekingdom of God consistsin power and mercy;
reserving power to Himself, He, in someway, yielded the
empire of mercy to hisMother’. . ‘When the Blessed Vir-
gin conceived the Eternal Word in her womb, and brought
Him forth, she obtained half the kingdom of God; so that
she is Queen of Mercy, as Jesus Christ is King of Jus-
tice” "—St. Aiphonsus M. de Liguori, The Glories of
Mary, pp. 37-38.

“ *Of the church militant thou art the empress, queen,
mistress, protectress, advocate and mother. Thou shalt be
the friend, patroness and protectress of al Our friends,
the just. Console them, fortify and fill them with every
good, if by their devotion they render themselveswaorthy.

“Thou art the depository of al Our divine benefits, the
treasury of all Our graces. Into thy hands We remit the
help and favor of Our grace, so that thou mayest dispense
them; for Wewill grant nothing to theworld but what shall
passthrough thy hands, and We will refuse nothing which
thou mayest desire to grant.

“Grace shall be spread abroad on thy lips, for all that
thou shalt wish and ordainin heaven and on earth; angels
and men shall obey theein al places, because all that is
Ours belongs to thee, as thou hast always belonged to
Us, and thou shalt reign with Us for al eternity.” "—
Boullan, The Life of the Blessed Virgin Mary, pp. 431-
432.

Our only safety isremaining with the Word of God: the
Sacred Scriptures, as found in the Old and New Testa-
ments.
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- PART EIGHT-

REMEMBERING
THE BLESSED DAY
OF WORSHIP

HOW TO DEEPEN
YOUR WORSHIP
OF
THE MOST HOLY GOD
AND
OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR

It isthe earnest cry of every child of God to draw
closer to his God, and to know how to worship more
deeply. In order to do this, we must open the Holy
Scriptures, for only those writings can safely lead us
into right paths of holiness.

Oh, our souls cry out: How can we draw closer to our
precious Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ?
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INTRODUCTION

Itisabasicteaching of Holy Scripturethat the Bibleis
the fundamental authority, and takes precedence over the
sayingsof church leadersor church councils. Those church
leaders may be ever so good, yet their teachings do not
have the authority that the Inspired Word of God has. The
commandments of God rank higher than the command-
ments of men.

“ And when they had brought them, they set them be-
fore the council . . Peter and the other apostles answer-
ing, said: We ought to obey God, rather than men.” —Acts
5:27, 29.

“Invain do they worship Me, teaching doctrines and
commandments of men.”—St. Matthew 15:9.

“For there shall be atime, when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but, according to their own desires, they
will heap to themsel vesteachers, having itching ears: and
will indeed turn away their hearing from the truth, but
will be turned unto fables.”—2 Timothy 4:3-4.

“But the Pharisees and the lawyers despi sed the coun-
sel of God against themselves.”—St. Luke 7:30.

“AndHesaid tothem, Well do you makevoid the com-
mandment of God, that you may keep your own tradi-
tion.”—St. Mark 7:9 (Acts 4:19-20).

“But proveall things; hold fast that whichisgood.” —
1 Thessalonians 5:21.

“To the law rather, and to the testimony. And if they
speak not according to thisWord, they shall not havethe
morning light.”—Isaias 8:20.

“All Scripture, inspired of God, isprofitableto teach,
to reprove, to correct, to instruct in justice, that the man

All Scripture passages quoted in this chapter have been ap-
proved by the Church. Unless otherwise stated, all quotations
are from the Rheims-Douai.



THE BLESSED DAY OF WORSHIP DY44

of God may be perfect, furnished to every good work.” —
2 Timothy 3:16-17.

“Embracing that faithful Word which isaccording to
doctrine, that he may be ableto exhort in sound doctrine,
and to convincethe gainsayers.”—Titus 1:9.

How thankful we can be that we have the Holy Scrip-
tures—the precious Word of God! What would we do with-
out the Bible! We dare not leaveit for the words of men—
especialy when those words teach disobedienceto the In-
spired Word of God. Cling to Jesus and to your Bible all
your life, and obey all that it tells you—and you will be
safe.

“Who will have al men to be saved, and to come to
the knowledge of the truth.”—1 Timothy 2:4.

“They receivenot thelove of thetruth, that they might
be saved.”—2 Thessalonians 2:10.

“He hath called you by our gospel, unto the purchas-
ing of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”—2 Thess-
alonians 2:13 (1 St. Peter 1:2).

“Purifying your soulsin the obedience of charity.” —
1 St. Peter 1:22.

“If you continue in My Word, you shall be My dis-
ciplesindeed. And you shall know thetruth, and thetruth
shall make you free.”—St. John 8:31-32.

“Sanctify themintruth. Thy Word istruth.”—St. John
17:17.

“Openyethegates, and let thejust nation, that keepeth
the truth, enter in.”—Ilsaias 26:2.

“And| saw anew heavenand anew earth . . Blessed are
they that wash their robesin the blood of the Lamb, that
they may haveright to the tree of life, and may enter in
by the gates into the city.”—The Apocalypse 21:1;
22:14.

Here are fourteen Bible facts about God's holy day of
worship. It is quite clear that, according to Scripture, the
Bible Sabbath isthe only weekly rest day you and | should
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keep today:

DEEPENING OUR WORSHIP OF GOD—1

The Sabbath was given to al mankind at the Creation
of thisworld.

The seventh-day Sabbath was given to mankind on
the seventh day of Creation Week.

“So the heavens and the earth were finished, and all
thefurniture of them. And on the seventh day God ended
Hiswork which He had made; and He rested on the sev-
enth day from all Hiswork which He had done.

“And He blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:
becausein it He had rested from all Hiswork which God
created and made.” —Genesis 2:1-3.

God Himself rested upon the Bible Sabbath. What an
honor that isto any day! Second, He blessed it. How many
things—all through the Bible—did God bless? Not very
many. But He blessed the seventh day. And He made it a
rest day. Do we dare do our common labor on a day that
He blessed and set aside for rest? Third, He sanctified, or
hallowed it. How many thingsdid God hallow in the Bible?
Very, very few things. How many things did He bless and
hallow? Hardly any. Let no man tell you that the seventh-
day Bible Sabbath is unimportant. It isimportant to your
Creator; it ought to be important to you also.

The Bible Sabbath was the first divine institution for
mankind in the history of the world; and, along with mar-
riage, it is one of the only institutions to come down, past
Eden, into human history. The Sabbath is as sacred asis
marriage and isto be as sacredly guarded.

God dedicated and set aside the Sabbath asarest day—
2,000 years before thefirst Jew. Abraham is considered by
all to have been the first Jew. He lived about 2000 B.C.
Biblical recordsindicatethat the Creation of thisworld took
place about 4000 B.C. So the Bible Sabbath is not Jewish!
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Itisfor mankind; itisfor al theworld.
“The Sabbath was made for man.” —St. Mark 2:27.

DEEPENING OUR WORSHIP OF GOD—2

The Sabbath isamemorial of Creation and our salva-
tion.

First, it isamemorial of Creation.

“Itisan everlasting covenant between Meand the chil-
dren of Israel, and a perpetual sign. For in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, and in the seventh He ceased
from work.”—Exodus 31:16-17.

Asamemorial of the Creation of this world, the Sab-
bath cannot pass away without first having thisworld pass
away and creating anew one! Our planet could not have a
new or different Sabbath day, without havingit first hurled
into oblivion—and then anew planet created from nothing
again. But no such event has occurred.

Second, the Sabbathisasymbol of our salvation. When
we keep it, wetell al theworld that we belong to God and
that we serve and obey Him. The seventh-day Sabbathisa
sign of our conversion, sanctification, and salvation:

“See that thou keep My Sabbath: becauseitisasign
between Me and you in your generations: that you may
know that | am the Lord, who sanctify you.”—Exodus
31:13.

“Moreover | gavethem also My Sabbaths, tobeasign
between M e and them: that they might know that | am the
Lord that sanctify them.”—Ezechiel 20:12.

“And sanctify My Sabbaths, that they may be asign
between Me and you: and that you may know that | anthe
Lord your God.”—Ezechiel 20:20.

But what about Christ’sresurrection? Nowherein Scrip-
ture were we told to keep any day in honor of Christ's
resurrection. To do so is unscriptural. On the contrary, to
set aside the Creation and sanctification Sabbath of the
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Bible—for another day of the week—and excuseit by say-
ing that we do so “in honor of Christ’s resurrection,”—is
indeed to do avery daring thing. Who dare presume to set
aside the Memorial of Creation and salvation for any rea-
son! To knowingly do so, flies in the face of repeated,
direct, Biblical commands by the God of heaven. To do so
deniesthat He is our Creator and Redeemer.

If we abandon the Bible Sabbath and keep another day
holy, in the Judgment what excuse can we offer? Thereis
no Bible reason for keeping the first day of the week holy
instead of the seventh day.

DEEPENING OUR WORSHIP OF GOD—3

The seventh-day Sabbath isthe Lord’'s Day.

On the Lord’s Day, John the Revelator saw Christ in
vison.

“1 wasin the Spirit onthe Lord’sday, and heard behind
me a great voice, as of a trumpet.”—The Apocalypse
1:10.

There is nothing in the above passage which says the
“Lord’ sDay” is Sunday. So we must look elsewherein the
Bible—and, as we do, we find that God consistently tells
uswhat it is.

The seventh day Sabbath isthe Day of the Lord. It is
the day unto the Lord (Exodus 16:23, 25; 31:15; 35:2), the
day of theLord (Exodus 20:10; L eviticus 23:3; Deuteronomy
5:12-14), and Hisown day (Isais 58:13).

“If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from
doing thy pleasurein My Holy Day, and call the Sabbath
delightful, and the holy of the Lord glorious, and glorify
Him, whilethou dost not thy own ways, and thy own will
isnot found to speak aword. Then shalt thou be delighted
inthe Lord, and | will lift thee up above the high places
of the earth, and will feed thee with the inheritance of
Jacob thy father. For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken
it.”—Isaias 58:13-14.
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Jesus is the Creator who gave us the Sabbath (Ephe-
sians 3:9; St. John 1:3; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:2; Gen-
esis 2:1-3), and John heard Him call Himself, “the LORD
of the Sabbath day” (St. Matthew 12:8; St. Mark 2:28).

“The Son of man is Lord of the Sabbath also.” —
Mark 2:28.

John the Revelator well-knew which day wasthe Lord's
Day. Thisday isthe Memorial Day of the Creator (Genesis
2:1-3; Exodus 31:17), the Memorial Day of Christ’s re-
demption of His people (Ezechiel 20:12, 20).

“Keep holy My Sabbaths, as a sign between Me and
you to show that | am the Lord, your God.”—Ezekiel
20:20 (The Catholic Bible; e.g. New American).

The Bible Sabbath isthe Lord’s Day—a day that God
wants to share with you. He plans to keep it with you
through all eternity to come (Isa 66:22-23). Worship Him
on the Best Day—His Day—the only weekly day of wor-
ship your God ever gave you.

DEEPENING OUR WORSHIP OF GOD—#4

The people of God kept the Bible Sabbath before the
Ten Commandments were given at Mount Sinai.

The Sabbath Truth wasfirst given to our racein Eden
beforethefall of man. It was given before sin existed, and
apart from it. It was given to every man to link him to his
God. And if Adam needed the Sabbath, we need it al the
more today.

When Moses initially returned to Egypt, he told his
enslaved peopl e that they must begin keeping the Sabbath
again. God was about to do great things for them, and they
must identify themselves as Hisworshipers.

“Theking of Egypt said to them: Why do you M oses
and Aaron draw off the people from their works? Get
you goneto your burdens. And Pharaoh said: The people
of the land is numerous: you see that the multitude is
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increased: how much more if you give them rest from
their works?’—Exodus 5:4-5.

Moses had not told them to stop working. But he had
told them to keep the weekly Sabbath rest. Pharaoh was
angry about this.

And then, four chapters before the Ten Command-
mentswere given on Mount Sinal, the God of heaven spoke
in such away that it is obvious that the seventh-day Sab-
bath was already well-known by the people of God—»but
not alwayswell-kept:

“TheLord saidto Moses: Behold | will rain bread from
heaven for you: let the people go forth, and gather what
issufficient for every day: that | may prove them whether
they will walk in My law, or not. But the sixth day let
them provide for to bring in: and let it be double to that
they werewont to gather every day . .

“But on the sixth day they gathered twiceasmuch . .
And he[Moses] said to them: Thisisthat what the Lord
hath spoken: To morrow istherest of the Sabbath sancti-
fiedtotheLord. . Gather it six days: but on the seventh
day isthe Sabbath of the Lord, therefore it shall not be
found. And the seventh day came: and some of the people
going forth to gather, found none. And the Lord said unto
Moses: How long will you refuseto keep My command-
mentsand My law?. . And the people kept the Sabbath on
the seventh day.”—Exodus 16:4-5, 22-23, 26-28, 30.
There are those who say that the seventh-day Sabbath
was not commanded by God, nor kept by man before it
was spoken from Mount Sinai in Exodus 20. But Genesis
2:1-3 and Exodus 16 prove otherwise.

DEEPENING OUR, WORSHIP OF GOD—5

The seventh-day Sabbath Commandment lies in the
very heart of theMora Law of Ten Commandments.
“Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day. Six
days shalt thou labour, and shalt do all thy works. But on
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the seventh day isthe Sabbath of the Lord thy God: thou
shalt do nowork onit, thou nor thy son, nor thy daughter,
nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy beast,
nor the stranger that iswithin thy gates.

“For in six daysthe Lord made heaven and earth, and
the sea, and all thingsthat arein them, and rested on the
seventh day: therefore the L ord blessed the seventh day,
and sanctified it.”—Exodus 20:11.

Here are more Bible facts about this:

(1) The Sabbath Commandment is part of the Moral
Law of Ten Commandments. The Apostle James tells us
that if we break any part of thislaw, we have broken it all
(James 2:10-12). We cannot tear out the Fourth Command-
ment without setting aside all the others as well. They all
stand together, because the God of Heaven put them all
together.

(2) This “Sabbath commandment” is not a any-one-
day-a-week holy commandment, but the seventh-day holy
commandment. We do not obey this commandment by
keeping holy thethird day of theweek or thefirst. We only
obey the commandment by keeping the seventh day—the
Bible Sabbath. Adam and Eve could not select at random
any tree in the garden and call it the “tree of life.” They
had to go to the one that God had appointed as the Tree of
Life. And the samefor the “tree of knowledge of good and
evil.” God made the decision as to which tree was which.
And this He did with the weekly Sabbath;—He chose the
seventh day, and not any other day with it or in place of it.
We do not decide which day of the week isto be kept holy
unto God; Heaoneistodothis. Itisfor Himto command;
itisfor usto obey.

(3) Some say that Genesis 2:1-3 is not acommand for
man to keep the Sabbath, and therefore we do not obey it.
But Exodus 16 and 20 clearly show that man is commanded
to keep it holy. And who dare say that the Ten Command-
ments were only for the Jewish race? Are the rest of us
permittedtolie, steal, cheat, and commit adultery. Are only
the Hebrews to observe these ten moral principles?
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(4) The reason for the commandment is the Creation
of thisworld: “For in six days the Lord made heaven and
earth.” This is not something local, merely for a Semitic
race—it isacommandment for all in the entireworld who
shall bow down and worship their Creator in humbl e thank-
fulness for His plan to save them, through the life and
death of Jesus Christ. It was given at the Creation of this
world, and was given to every man, woman, and child who
shall live onthisplanet.

(5) Thecommandment saysto “remember.” The people
of God were not being told of some new concept. They
were to keep in mind that which they already knew.

(6) God wrote these ten commandments with Hisown
finger (Exodus 31:18; Deuteronomy 9:10). Hewrote them
on the most enduring thing in the world, and that is rock
(Exodus 31:18; Deuteronomy 9:10). And Hewishesto write
them also on our hearts.

“This is the testament which | will make unto them
after those days, saith the Lord. | will give My lawsin
their hearts, and on their mindswill | writethem.”—He-
brews 10:16 (Hebrews 8:10; Jeremiah 31:33).

And, if wewill let Him, through the New Covenant He
will write His holy law upon our hearts. To have the Ten
Commandments written on our hearts means two things:
First, awillingnessto obey them, and, second, letting God
enable us to do so by the grace of Jesus, His Son. Obedi-
enceto God'slaw isto becomeanintegral part of our lives.

DEEPENING OUR WORSHIP OF GOD—6

The weekly seventh-day Sabbath is part of the Moral
Law contained in the Ten Commandments. It will stand
forever. The yearly sabbaths were part of the ceremonial
lawsthat prefigured, or foreshadowed, the death and min-
istry of Christ.

These “ shadow laws,” such as Passover and the Wave
Sheaf, which were a part of the ceremonial or sacrificial
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law, would not endure past the death of Christ.

“For the [ceremonial] law having ashadow of the good
things to come, not the very image of the things; by the
selfsame sacrifices which they offer continually every
year, can never make the comers thereunto perfect. For
then they would have ceased to be offered . . Butinthem
there is made a commemoration of sins every year. For
itisimpossiblethat with the blood of oxen and goatssin
should be taken away.”—Hebrews 10:1-4.

These ceremonial laws were not written on rock, but
were contained in ordinances, written on parchment. The
rock was to endure, but the ordinances that foreshadowed
the death of Christ wereto passaway at Hisdeath. Itisfor
thisreason that we do not, today, observetheyearly sabbaths
of the Passover and the Wave Sheaf.

“Blotting out the handwriting of the decree that was
against us, which was contrary to us. And He hath taken
the same out of the way, fastening it to the cross . . Let
no man therefore judge you in meat or in drink, or in
respect of afestival day, or of the new moon, or of the
sabbaths, which are a shadow of thingsto come, but the
body is of Christ.”—Colossians 2:14, 16-17.

Inthe Greek it says, “ or of the sabbaths.” Thereisone
weekly Sabbath; it comes down to us from the Creation of
thisworld and will be kept in the New Earth (I saias 66:22-
23). But the yearly sabbaths did not begin until Moses.
They foreshadowed and explained the coming death of
Christ till it happened; and, at His death, they were nailed
to His cross.

If the ordinances containing the yearly sabbaths had
not been set aside at Calvary, we would need now to sacri-
fice animal s on various occasions throughout the year. But
we are not now to slay lambs, for Christ, our Passover
Lamb, has been sacrificed for us.

“Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who taketh
away the sin of theworld.”—St. John 1:29

“For Christ our paschissacrificed.”—1 Corinthians
5:7.
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“You were not redeemed with corruptible things as
gold or silver, from your vain conversation of the tradi-
tion of your fathers: But with the precious blood of
Christ, asof alamb unspotted and undefiled.”—1 St. Pe-
ter 1:18-19.

DEEPENING OUR WORSHIP OF GOD—TC

Inthe Bible, God repeatedly gave warnings of serious
consequences if those who professed to worship Him did
not keep His holy Sabbath.

Examplesof thiscan befound in Numbers 15:32-36; 2
Chronicles36:11-21; Jeremias 17:19-27; 52:7-14.

God also warned against professed Sabbath observers
who, at the same time, were engaging in falsehood and
wrongdoing. An example of thisisgivenin Isaias 1:2-20.
Anexampleof thesolutionistobefoundin Isaias58:1-14.
The answers are clear, aren’t they? If we will seek God
with all our heart and by the grace of Christ put away our
darling sins, He will remold us into loving, obedient chil-
dren. Hewill place HisHoly Spirit within usand write His
lawsupon our heart. And then it will be heart-work to obey
Him—an act of genuine, unfeigned love.

DEEPENING OUR WORSHIP OF GOD—S8

Throughout Hisearthly life, Jesus always kept the Ten
Commandments. By so doing, He gave us an example to
follow. We aretold to follow Hisexample.

“It iswritten of Me, that | should do Thy will: O My
God, | have desired it, and Thy law in the midst of my
heart.”—Psalm 39:8-9.

“[He] who did no sin, neither was guilefound in His
mouth.”—1 St. Peter 2:22.

“[Hewas| temptedinall thingslikeasweare, yet with
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out sin.”—Hebrews 4:15.

“Wherefore it behoved Him in all things to be made
like unto His brethren, that He might become amerciful
and faithful High Priest before God, that He might be a
propitiation for the sins of the people.” —Hebrews 2:17.

“Because | camedown from heaven, not to do My own
will, but the will of Him that sent Me.”—St. John 6:38.

“For unto thisare you called: because Christ also suf-
fered for us, leaving you an examplethat you should fol -
low His steps.”—1 St. Peter 2:21.

“He that saith he abideth in Him, ought himself also
towalk, even asHewalked.”—1 St. John 2:6.

“Astherefore you havereceived Jesus Christ the Lord,
walk in Him.”—Colossians 2:6.

“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus.”—Philippians 2:5.

“1 seek not My own will, but thewill of Him that sent
Me.”—St. John 5:30 (6:38).

There were those who feared that Jesus intended to
overthrow the Law of God. But He definitely stated His
belief initseternity. The Law of God will never pass away.
Itsmoral preceptsarefor al men through all timeto come.
And would we want it any other way?

“Do not think that | am cometo destroy thelaw, or the
prophets. . till heaven and earth pass, onejot or onetittle
shall not pass of the law, till al befulfilled.”—St. Mat-
thew 5:17-18.

DEEPENING OUR, WORSHIP OF GOD—9

Christ’sdisciplesfaithfully kept the Bible Sabbath, not
Sunday.

The disciples had been with Jesus for three and a half
years, and had listened closely to Histeachings. What they
did at the time of His death on Calvary shows what He



288 THE MAGNIFICAT

taught them. The sacred importance of the seventh-day
Sabbath was of such concern to them that they would not
even prepare the body of Jesus properly for burial on Fri-
day, lest they transgress the Fourth Commandment.

“And when evening was now come, (because it was
the parasceve, that is, the day beforethe Sabbath) . . Mary
Magdalen, and Mary the mother of Joseph, beheld where
Hewaslaid.

“ And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalen, and
Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought sweet
spices, that coming, they might anoint Jesus. And very
early inthe morning thefirst day of theweek, they come
to the sepul chre, the sun being now risen. And they said
one to another: Who shall roll us back the stone from
the door of the sepulchre?’—St. Mark 15:42, 47-16:1-

3.

“And taking Him down, hewrapped Himinfinelinen,
and laid Him in a sepulchre that was hewed in stone,
wherein never yet man had beenlaid . . And the women
that were come with Him from Galileg, following after,
saw the sepulchre, and how Hisbody waslaid . .

“And on the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, they cameto the sepul chre, bringing the spices
which they had prepared. And they found the stonerolled
away from the sepulchre.”—St. Luke 23:53, 55-24:1-2.

There were others who did not regard the Bible Sab-
bath sacredly. But wewould not wish to be reckoned among
that company. Those were the murderers of Jesus, who
cared neither for His life of obedience to the Ten Com-
mandments, nor for His teachings to obey the Ten Com-
mandments:

“And there was there Mary Magdalen, and the other
Mary sitting over against the sepulchre.

“ And the next day [ Sabbath], which followed the day
of preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came to-
gether unto Pilate, saying: Sir, we have remembered,
that that seducer said, whileHewasyet alive: After three
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days| will rise again. Command therefore that the sepul -
chre to be guarded until the third day: lest perhaps His
disciplescomeand steal Him away, and say to the people:
Heisrisen from thedead; and thelast error shall beworse
than thefirst. Pilate saith to them: You have aguard [of
Roman guards]; go, guard it as you know. And they de-
parting, made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and
setting guards.

“And in the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn
towardsthefirst day of theweek, came Mary Magdalen
and the other Mary, to see the sepulchre. And, behold,
there was a great earthquake. For an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the
stone, and sat upon it.”—St. Matthew 27:61-28:1-2.

On Friday, in the presence of the people, the Jewish
rulersrefused to enter Pilate’s Judgment Hall, lest they be
“defiled.” And so Pilate had to come outside and speak
with them (St. John 18:28-29, 33, 38). But on the Holy
Sabbath, they secretly did business on the Sabbath—and
went into the Judgment Hall of Pilate to conduct it! While
the evil priests and scribes did weekday business upon the
hours of the Sabbath, those who had daily listened to the
teachings of Jesus, and loved and obeyed His beliefs, were
careful not to work on those holy hours—even though it
would lead them to theimpossible situation of how to anoint
His body two days later after the tomb had been closed
and sealed.

And what did Jesus do during those holy hours of that
Sabbath? Thisisalso very revealing. God, in Hisgreat time
clock, had arranged for the exact time when Christ should
be born and when He should die. His death took placein
AD. 31, in accordance with the prophecy of Daniel 9:25-
27. And it camein the spring of the year—at the Passover
time when the lamb prefiguring His death was to be slain.
And when did the death come? On a Friday afternoon, so
that He could keep the Sabbath rest, free from enemies, in
the tomb all through those sacred hours.

And then, on the first day of the week, He arose and
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began working again: He went all the way to heaven and
presented His great sacrifice to His Father and received
assurance that it had been accepted on behalf of Hisfaith-
ful oneson earth. Prior to this, He asked Mary not to touch
Him, for He had not yet ascended to the Father (St. John
20:17). When Hereturned to earth that evening, He walked
with two disciples to Emmaus (St. Luke 24:13-31) and,
then, spoke with many of the othersin the upper room (St.
John 20:19; St. Luke 24:36). And now He invited them to
touch and handle Him, that they might be assured that it
was He (St. Luke 24:39-43; St. John 20:20). That was a
busy first day. But then, it was just another working day,
as Scripturetellsus:

At the Creation, God used the first day of the week as
aworking day (Genesis 1.3-5).

On Mount Sinai, He commanded that it be nothing
more than aworking day (Exodus 20:8-9).

At theresurrection, it was another working day. Christ
went to heaven and came back on that day (St. John 20:17;
St. Luke 24:13-31; St. John 20:19-20).

Our God considers it nothing more than a “working
day” (Ezechiel 46:1).

Should we consider it anything more than this?

Thereisno example of Sundaykeeping by the Apostles.
The talk that Paul gave on the first day of the week at
Troas was on Saturday night because a night meeting on
the first day would have to be on Saturday night, since
according tothe Biblical pattern the day beginsand ends at
sunset); and the next day—Sunday—he chose to walk 28
miles to Assos while his companions journeyed by ship.
Thiswas not Sabbathkeeping (Acts 20:6-14).

That “first day passage” in 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 isonly
a statement by Paul, that the faithful set aside at home
each Sunday morning, as they do their weekly accounts
and budget-keeping, a donation for the poor in Jerusalem.
Paul wanted to obtain it when helater passed through town.
They were to set it aside “without gatherings.” Modern
translations show that this meansto set aside the money at
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Itishighly significant that Acts 20:6-14 and 1 Corin-

thians 16:1-2 arethe only two first-day passages mentioned
in Paul’stravelsor writings.

DEEPENING OUR WORSHIP OF GOD—10

According to the New Testament, the A postles of Jesus

aways kept the Bible Sabbath.

“But they passing through Perge [Perga], came to
Antioch in Pisidia: and entering into the synagogue on
the Sabbath day, they sat down.”—Acts 13:14.

“And asthey went out, they desired them, that on the
next Sabbath, they would speak unto them thesewords.” —
Acts 13:42.

“ And upon the Sabbath day, we went forth without the
gateby ariver side, whereit seemed that there wasprayer;
and sitting down, we spoke to the women that were as-
sembled.”—Acts 16:13.

“They cameto Thessalonica, wheretherewasasyna
gogue of the Jews. And Paul, according to his custom,
went in unto them; and for three Sabbath days he rea-
soned with them out of the Scriptures.” —Acts 17:1-2.
Paul supported himself by tentmaking; and then, on

the Sabbath, he would preach the gospel.

“ And because he was of the same trade, he remained
with them, and wrought (now they were tentmakers by
trade). And hereasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath,
bringing in the name of the Lord Jesus: and he persuaded
the Jewsand the Greeks. . He stayed there ayear and six
months, teaching among them the Word of God.”—Acts
18:3-4, 11.

Paul’s manner was the same as Christ’s custom: to

keep the Bible Sabbath (Acts 17:1-2; St. Luke 4:16).

Paul never taught that the Moral Law was, or could

be, set aside. Ever will it govern the conduct of mankind.
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“Dowe, then, destroy thelaw through faith? God for-
bid: yea, but we establish the law.”—Romans 3:31.

“What shall we say, then? shall we continuein sin, that
grace may abound? God forbid. For we that are dead to
sin, how shall weliveany longer therein?’—Romans 6:1-

2.

“What shall we say, then?Isthe law sin? God forbid.
But | do not know sin, but by thelaw; for | had not known
concupiscence, if the law did not say: Thou shalt not
covet.”—Romans 7:7.

Paul clearly saw that the problem was that we needed
to obey thelaw; there was nothing wrong with the require-
ments of the law itself.

“Whereforethelaw indeed isholy, and the command-
ment holy, and just, and good.”—Romans 7:12.

“Circumcisionisnothing, and uncircumcisionisnoth-
ing, but [that whichisimportant is| the observance of the
commandments of God.”—1 Corinthians 7:19.

The moral standard that governs mankind was not re-
laxed or destroyed by the death of Christ; for, indeed, itis
through the merits of Christ’s sacrifice that we can be em-
powered to keep that law.

“Thou shalt call His name Jesus. For He shall save
His people from their sins.”—St. Matthew 1:21.

Jesus saves usfrom our sins, not in our sins. And since
sin is the breaking of the Ten Commandments, it is obvi-
ous that He saves us by enabling—strengthening—us to
keep that law.

“Whosoever committeth sin committeth also iniquity;
and sinisiniquity.”—1 St. John 3:4.

The other Apostles saw this same great truth, that the
moral standard that governs mankind was not relaxed or
destroyed by the death of Christ:

“But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves. For if aman be a hearer of
the Word, and not a doer, he shall be compared to a
man beholding his own countenance in a glass. For he
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beheld himself, and went his way, and presently forgot
what manner of man hewas.

“But he that hath looked into the perfect law of lib-
erty, and hath continued therein, not becoming aforget-
ful hearer, but a doer of the Word; this man shall be
blessedinhisdeed . . And whosoever shall keep thewhole
law, but offend in one point, is become guilty of al. For
He that said, Thou shalt not commit adultery, said also,
Thou shalt not kill. Now if thou do not commit adultery,
but shall kill, thou art become atransgressor of the law.
So speak ye, and so do, asbeing to be judged by thelaw
of liberty . . Faith also, if it have not works, isdead, in
itself. But somemanwill say: Thou hast faith, and | have
works: shew me thy faith without thy works; and | will
shew thee, by works, my faith.”—St. James 1:22-25;
2:10-12, 17-18.

“In this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God, and keep His commandments. For
thisis the charity of God, that we keep His command-
ments. and His commandments are not heavy.”—1 St.
John 5:2-3.

DEEPENING OUR WORSHIP OF GOD—11

Sunday sacrednessisnot in the Bible.

Elsewhere in this study, we have considered most of
the Bible passages which mention thefirst day of the week.
If God transferred the sacredness from the seventh to the
first day, we would find a clear statement to that effect in
one of these “first day texts.” Yet we search for it in vain.

Sunday is never called sacred or holy anywherein the
Bible. It is never caled the Sabbath or the Lord’'s Day.
Indeed, Sunday isonly mentioned eight timesintheBible:

The first time is Genesis 1:5, where the first day of
Creation Week is spoken of.

The next five times refer to the women taking spices
to the sepulche, to embalm Jesus, and Jesus appearances
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on Sunday to Hisdisciplesafter Hisrest in thetomb on the
Sabbath (St. Matthew 28:1; St. Mark 16:1-2, 9; St. Luke
24:1; St. John 20:1, 19). Jesus went and told them the
good news that He was alive. Nothing here about Sunday
sacredness.

The seventh timeisin Acts 20:7-8, where Paul speaks
to the Ephesian leaders. A few verses later (Acts 20:15-
38), he speaksto another group in the middle of the week,
but that does not make that day any more sacred than the
Sunday (actually Saturday night) preceding it. For only a
direct command of God can make aday holy.

Repeatedly, in Acts, Paul kept the Sabbath holy (Acts
13:14-16, 40-46; 16:12-15; 17:1-4), just asHisMaster had
done before him. Acts is silent on Sunday sanctity asis
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

Theeighth and last text isfound in 1 Corinthians 16:1-
2, where Paul instructsthe believersto do their bookkeep-
ing at home on Sunday mornings. Thefirst working day of
the week was a good day for this, since Friday they were
busy preparing for the Sabbath. Thisistheonly mentionin
all Paul’swritings of thefirst day of the week.

DEEPENING OUR WORSHIP OF GOD—12

God predicted in Scripture that men would later try to
changethe Law of God—and especially the “time law.”

TheBible Sabbath isvery important—for it isthevery
center of our worship of God! If men were later to try to
change it to another day, we should surely expect a Bible
prophecy saying that it would happen.

“And he [the little horn power] shall speak words
against the High One, and shall crush the saints of the
most High: and he shall think himself able to change
timesand laws, and they shall be given into hishand until
atime and times and a half of atime.”—Daniel 7:25.

The church of the Dark Ages was to rule the world
for 1260 years; and, during thistime, they would try to tear
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out God’'sholy Time Law and put acounterfeit initsplace.
Oh, what blasphemy men can dream up, when they are
tempted by Satan to gain religious control of their fellow
men!

“Let noman deceiveyou by any means, for unlessthere
come arevolt first, and the man of sin be reveaed, the
son of perdition, who opposeth, and islifted up aboveall
that iscalled God, or that isworshipped, so that he sitteth
in the temple of God, shewing himself as if he were
God.”—2 Thessalonians 2:3-4.

“And sanctify My Sabbaths; that they may be asign
between Me and you, that you may know that | am the
Lord your God.”—Ezechiel 20:20.

But, after the New Testament was finished and the
Apostles had died, the Church thought it had the author-
ity to change what God had repeatedly commanded. It
tried to transfer the sacredness from the seventh to the
first day of the week. Thiswas the predicted attempt to
change God's“timelaw” (Daniel 7:25).

“Ques.—Haveyou any other way of proving that the
[Roman Catholic] Church has power to institute festi-
valsof precept?

“ Ans.—Had she not such power, she could not have
done that in which al modern religionists agree with
her;—she could not have substituted the observance of
Sunday the first day of the week, for the observance of
Saturday the seventh day, achange for which thereisno
Scriptural authority.”—Stevenan Keenan, A Doctrinal
Catechism, 1846 edition, p. 174.

“Ques.—Which isthe Sabbath day?

“Ans.—Saturday isthe Sabbath day.

“Ques.—Why do we observe Sunday instead of Sat-
urday?

“Ans.—We observe Sunday instead of Saturday be-
cause the Catholic Church transferred the solemnity from
Saturday to Sunday.”—Peter Geiermann, The Convert’s
Catechism of Catholic Doctrine, 1957 edition, p. 50.
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How important it is that we obey the commandments
of God rather than the commandments of men, even the
most respected ones!

“Know you not, that to whom you yield yourselves
servantsto obey, hisservantsyou arewhom you obey?’—
Romans 6:16.

“Itiswritten, The Lord thy God shalt thou adore, and
Him only shalt thou serve.”—St. Matthew 4:10.

“Andinvain do they worship Me, teaching doctrines
and commandments of men.”—St. Matthew 15:9.

“How long do you halt between two sides?If the Lord
be God, follow Him: but if Baal, then follow him.”—3
Kings 18:21.

DEEPENING OUR WORSHIP OF GOD—13

The seventh-day Sabbath, instituted by God at the Cre-
ation of thisworld isthe seal of His governmental author-
ity.

God'sbasic governmental codefor mankindisthe Ten
Commandments. Of thoseten, only the Sabbath command-
ment reveals the name of our Creator and Lawgiver.

Of al the commandments in the Decalogue, only the
Fourth Commandment revealsthe (1) name, (2) authority,
and (3) dominion of the Author of thisLaw:

Insix days, (1) the Lord (name) (2) made (office—the
Creator) (3) heaven and earth (dominion or territory over
which He rules). This commandment alone contains the
seal of God.

Examinethe notary seal of anotary public or any other
legal seal. Each seal will always contain the above three
identifying marks.

“Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day. Six
days shalt thou labour, and shalt do all thy works.

“But on the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God: thou shalt do no work on it, thou nor thy son,
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nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidser-
vant, nor thy beast, or the stranger that iswithin thy gates.

“For in six daysthe Lord made heaven and earth, and
the sea, and al that are in them, and rested the seventh
day: whereforethe L ord blessed the seventh day, and sanc-
tified it.”—Exodus 20:8-11.

The Sabbath commandment contains the seal of God,
and the Sabbath itself—given in this commandment—is
inseparably connected with this seal. For the Sabbath isthe
basis of all true worship of our Creator. And this worship
liesat the heart of al our acknowledgment of Hisauthority
as our Creator and our God. The Sabbath is ever to be
kept asasign that we belong to Him. And the keeping of it
bringsuswithin thecircle of thisseal.

The seal isimpressed in order that all may know the
authority from whence it comes—and that all may know
that it isnot to be changed. The seventh-day Sabbath comes
from God. Let no man dare to tamper with it—for the seal
of God isupon it.

“Now, therefore, O king, confirm the sentence, and
sign the decree: that which is decreed by the Medes and
Persians may not be altered nor any man be allowed to
transgress it.”—Daniel 6:8.

“Bind up the testimony, seal the law among My dis-
ciples.”—Isaias 8:16.

“It [the Sabbath] is an everlasting covenant between
Meand the children of Israel, and aperpetual sign. Forin
six daysthe L ord made heaven and earth, and in the sev-
enth He ceased from His work.”—Exodus 31:16-17.

“And sanctify My Sabbaths, that they may be asign
between Me and you: and that you may know that | anthe
Lord your God.”—Ezechiel 20:20.

The Sabbathisavivid sign of God’s creative power—
not only of this earth, but in our lives as well. It requires
the same power to clean our lives and redeem us as it did
to create us in the first place.

“Create aclean heart in me, O God.”—Psalm 50:12.
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“Weare. . created in Christ Jesus in good works.” —
Ephesians 2:10.

But there is to be a special sealing work in these last
days, just beforethereturn of Jesusin the clouds of heaven:

“And | saw another angel ascending from therising of
the sun, having the sign of the living God; and he cried
with aloud voice to the four angels . . saying: Hurt not
the earth, nor the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed
the servantsof our God intheir foreheads?’—The Apoca-
lypse 7:2-3 (Ezechiel 9:1-6).

“And | beheld, and lo aLamb stood upon mount Sion,
and with Him an hundred forty and four thousand, having
the name of His Father, written on their foreheads.”—
The Apocalypse 14:1.

The name of the Father is expressive of His character.
When Moses asked to seethe glory of God, the L ord passed
by and told His name—that which Hewaslike: “The Lord,
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, patient and of much
compassion, and true” (Exodus 34.6). And as we look at
God's holy law, we see another view of Hischaracter. Itis
atranscript of that character—God's characteristics writ-
ten out.

When God writes His name on your forehead and right
hand—He has written His law on your heart. Thisis the
work of the new covenant (Hebrews 8:10; 10:16; Jeremias
31:33), and that work reachesits climax when God “ seals
in” His own just before He returns the second time in the
clouds of heaven. What are those sealed ones like? They
arefully obedient to the Law of God:

“And in their mouth there was found no lie; for they
arewithout spot before the throne of God.”—The Apoca-
lypse 14:5.

But in the final crisis before His return, there will be
those who will yield obedience to the beast instead of to
God.

“And the third angel followed them, saying with a
loud voice: If any man shall adore the beast and hisim-
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age, and receive his character in hisforehead, or in his
hand; he also shall drink of the wine of the wrath of
God.”—The Apocalypse 14:9-10.

“And he[the beast] shall makeall, bothlittleand great,
rich and poor, freemen and bondmen, to have acharacter
in their right hand, or in their foreheads.”—The Apoca-
lypse 13:16.

In contrast with those who serve the beast and receive
hismark, arethosewho in thelast dayswill serve God and
receive Hisseal. How can they beidentified? God hastold
us in His Word. Here is a description of God’'s remnant
people at the end of time:

“ And the dragon [ Satan, working through his agents]
was angry against thewoman [the true church]: and went
to makewar with therest of her seed, who keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ.”—The Apocalypse 12:17.

Andthethird angel of The Apocalypse 14, whichwarns
men not to receive the mark of the beast, at the same time
tellsthem how to avoid receiving it—by keeping the com-
mandments of God through the faith of Jesus Christ:

“Andthethird angel followed them, sayingwith aloud
voice: If any man shall adorethe beast and hisimage, and
receive his character in his forehead, or in his hand, he
shall drink of thewine of thewrath of God . . Hereisthe
patience of the saints, who keep the commandments of
God, and thefaith of Jesus.”—The Apocalypse 14:9-10,
12.

Thefinal crisiswill be caused by adecree by the beast,
that all men must disobey a commandment of the law of
God. The nations and churches of the world will not re-
quire men to steal or lie or commit adultery. The growing
movement toward national Sunday lawsis growing stron-
ger every passing year. It is seen that in this point, and in
thisaone, will befound the heart of the crisisof The Apoca-
lypse 13 and 14.

Thefirst angel of The Apocaypse 14 calson all men
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every where, today, to reverence God—»by returning to the
worship of the Creator of all things.

“And | saw another angel flying through the midst of
heaven, having the eternal gospel, to preach unto them
that sit upon the earth, and over every nation, and tribe,
and kindred, and tongue, and people:

“Sayingwith aloud voice: Fear theLord, and giveHim
honour; because the hour of Hisjudgment is come; and
adoreye Him, that made heaven, and earth, and the sea,
and the fountains of waters.”—The Apocalypse 14:6-7.

Asthe crisis nears, we must preparefor it.

“Theobservance of Sunday by the Protestantsisahom-
age they pay, in spite of themselves, to the authority of
the[Catholic] Church.”—Monsignor Louis Segur, “Plain
Talk About the Protestantism of Today,” page 213.

Already we are facing Sunday closing laws on local
levels. Men are prohibited from doing business on thefirst
working day of the week, lest they befined or imprisoned.
And the situation will grow worse in the days just ahead.

“That theimage of the beast should speak; and should
cause [decreg], that whosoever will not adore the image
of the beast, should be slain. And he shall makeall, both
little and great, rich and poor, freemen and bondmen, to
haveacharacter intheir right hand, or intheir foreheads.
And that no man might buy or sell, but he that hath the
character.”—The Apocalypse 13:15-17.

But thereisvictory for those who will stand trueto the
God of heaven. Thereis overcoming power for those who
will “keep the commandments of God and thefaith of Jesus’
(The Apocalypse 14:12).

“And | saw . . them that had overcome the beast, and
hisimage, and the number of his name, standing on the
sea of glass, having the harps of God.”—The Apoca-
lypse 15:2.

How can we know there is overcoming power in
Christ? Read again the promise given to the Virgin:

“And she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call
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His name Jesus. For He shall save His people from their
sins.”—St. Matthew 1:21.

Jesus Christ came to our world to take away our sins.
Hedoesthisby Hisforgiving and enabling grace. Thegrace
of our Lord Jesus Christ not only forgives the sins of the
sincerely repentant,—but empowers us to put away our
sins, resist temptation, and obey the Ten Commandments—
all ten of them, including the Sabbath Commandment (Exo-
dus20:8-11).

DEEPENING OUR WORSHIP OF GOD—14

God'sremnant people will keep the Bible Sabbath, and
that holy day will be kept throughout eternity.

Even though there are over two thousand denomina-
tionstoday, the remnant people of God, living at the end of
time, can be identified. God has identified them for us.
After speaking about how the antichrist power in the Dark
Ages tried for centuries to destroy the people of God, we
aretold how to identify themintheselast days, just before
Christ returnsin the clouds for His own:

“ Andthedragon wasangry against thewoman: and went
to make war with therest of her seed, who keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ.”—The Apocalypse 12:17.

And the third angel, after warning all men against re-
ceiving the mark of the beast, tells us clearly who will be
thelittle group that will stand apart from thisamost univer-
sal apostasy:

“Hereisthe patience of the saints, who keep the com-
mandments of God, and thefaith of Jesus.”—The Apoca-
lypse 14:12.

Anditwill beanamost universal apostasy. All around
us can be seen arising tide of rebellion against the Ten
Commandments. The colleges and universities teach that
man is but an animal descended from worms and amoeba.
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The churchesteach that God destroyed the Ten Command-
ments at Calvary, and that Jesus died to take sinners to
heaven just asthey are. Governmental agencies are relax-
ing moral restrictions and permitting gambling, abortion,
homosexuality, and other vices.

This world is becoming a curse, but soon God will
intervene. Prophecy tells usthat, before the end, there will
be a small company who will stand true to the command-
ments of God, by faith in Jesus Christ.

And soon this present evil world will be ended sud-
denly by the return of Jesus Christ—and heaven will begin
for the faithful.

And in that heaven the seventh-day Sabbath will be
kept forever. God's people suffered and died for it down
here, and they will worship God on that holy day through
all agesto come.

The Apocalypse 21 and 22 tells us about this new life
with Jesus, when sin has come to an end and the wicked
areno longer alive.

“And | saw anew heaven and anew earth. For thefirst
heaven and thefirst earth was gone, and the seaisnow no
more . . And he showed me ariver of water of life, clear
ascrystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the
Lamb.” —The Apocalypse 21:1; 22:1.

And then we are told who will enter that beautiful new
world:

“Blessed arethey that wash their robesin the blood of
the lamb: that they may haveright to thetree of life, and
may enter in through the gatesinto the city.”—The Apoca-
lypse 22:14.

But more: Thereisthe promise that they will keep the
holy Sabbath through al eternity:

“For, behold, | create a new heavens, and a new
earth: and the former things shall not be in remem-
brance, and they shall not come upon the heart . . And
they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall
plant vineyards, and eat the fruits of them. They shall
not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and
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another eat: for asthe days of atree, so shall the days of
My people, and theworks of their hands shall be of long
continuance. Mine elect shall not labour invain, nor bring
forth in trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of
the Lord and their posterity with them . . The wolf and
thelamb shall feed together, and the lion and the ox shall
eat straw; and dust shall bethe serpent’sfood. They shall
not hurt nor kill inall My holy mountain, saiththeLord .

“For as the new heavens, and the new earth, which |
will make to stand before Me, saith the Lord: so shall
your seed stand, and your name. And there shall be month
after month, and Sabbath after Sabbath.”—Isaias 65:17,
21-22, 25; 66:22-23.

Now you have seen God's plan for His people. And it
isawonderful one. It can begin for you right now. And it
will continue on throughout eternity. Why not begin to-
day—thisvery week? Ask God to forgive you for the past,
and tell Him that, by His grace, you will worship your
Creator on Hisday! Thisisthe best decision you can make.
Go to Him just now. He will help you makeit.

And next Sabbath—begin that holy walk with God on
His day, the holy day of Isaias 58. Read that chapter and
see the blessings He will add, if you will but let Him take
over your life.

But think not that there will be no problems or trials.
Satan will bring many upon you. He hates the Sabbath and
all whowill stand loyal toit. Yet if you will determineto be
true to God and His Word, you will have strength from
aboveto go through al that lies ahead.

And one day soon, if faithful to the end, you with the
redeemed of all ageswill rejoice onthe seaof glassand will
receive from the hand of Jesus the overcomer’s crown.
And you will be given that new name, expressive of anew
character. And you will begin awalk with Jesus that will
last through all eternity to come.

“And one of the ancients answered, and said to me;
These that are clothed in white robes, who are they?
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and whence camethey?

“And| said unto Him: My L ord, thou knowest. And he
said tome: These arethey who came out of great tribula-
tion, and have washed their robes, and have made them
whitein the blood of the Lamb.

“Therefore are they before the throne of God, and
serve Him day and night in Histemple: and Hethat sitteth
on the throne shall dwell over them.

“They shall no more hunger nor thirst, neither shall
the sunfall on them, nor any heat.

“For the Lamb, which isin the midst of the throne,
shall rule them, and shall lead them to the fountains of
thewatersof life, and God shall wipeaway all tearsfrom
their eyes.”—The Apocalypse 7:13-17.

SUPPLEMENT

OFFICIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Church leaders acknowledge that the seventh-day Sab-
bath isthe only true Sabbath which God gave to mankind,
and that it was the Church (the Roman Catholic Church)
which attempted to transfer the sacredness to Sunday.

In the Fourth Commandment, the God of heaven gave
a direct command to mankind. It is recorded in Exodus
20:8-11.
“Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day. Six
days shalt thou labour, and shalt do all thy works.

“But on the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God: thou shalt do no work on it, thou nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maid-
servant, nor thy beast, or the stranger that is within
thy gates.

“For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
and the sea, and all that are in them, and rested the
seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the seventh
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day, and sanctified it.”—Exodus 20:8-11.

Here are several additional statements confirming the
unfortunate fact that an attempt was made to change the
commandment,—to cancel the sacredness which God ap-
plied to the seventh-day, and, in its place, make the first
day of the week sacred.

“It iswell to remind the Presbyterians, Baptists, Meth-
odists, and all other Christians, that the Bible does not sup-
port them anywhere in their observance of Sunday. Sun-
day is an ingtitution of the Roman Catholic Church, and
those who observe the day observe acommandment of the
Catholic Church.”—Priest Brady, in an address at Eliza-
beth, N.J., March 17, 1903, reported in the Elizabeth,
N.J. News of March 18, 1903.

“You may search the Bible from Genesis to Revela
tion, and you will not find asingleline authorizing the sanc-
tification of Sunday. The Scriptures enforce the religious
observanceof Saterday, aday whichwe never sanctify.”—
James Cardinal Gibbon, The Faith of Our Fathers, chap-
ter 8.

“Reason and common sense demand the acceptance
of one or the other of these alternatives:. either Protestant-
ism and the keeping holy of Saturday, or Catholicity and
the keeping holy of Sunday. Compromiseisimpossible.” —
The Catholic Mirror, Dec. 23, 1893.

“The observance of Sunday by the Protestants is a
homagethey pay, in spite of themselves, to the authority of
the [Catholic] Church.”—Monsignor Louis Segur, Plain
Talk About the Protestantism of Today, 1868, p. 213.

“Ques.—How prove you that the Church hath power
to command feasts and holydays?

“Ans.—By the very act of changing the Sabbath into
Sunday, which Protestants allow of [by observing it]; and
therefore they fondly contradict themselves, by keeping
Sunday strictly, and breaking most other feasts commanded
by the same Church.”—Henry Tuberville, An Abridge-
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ment of the Christian Doctrine (1833 papal approba-
tion), p. 58.

“The Catholic Church. . . by virture of her divinemis-
sion, changed the day from Saturday to Sunday.”—Catholic
Mirror, official organ of Cardinal Gibbons, September
23, 1893. “The Pope Can Modify [change] the Divine
Law.”—Ferraris, Ecclesiastical Dictionary.

“We hold upon this earth the place of God Almighty.” —
Pope Leo XIllIlI, in an encyclical letter, dated June 20,
1894, The Great Encyclical Letters of Leo XIII, p. 304.

“If Protestants would follow the Bible, they should
worship God on the Sabbath day. In keeping the Sunday
they arefollowing alaw of the Catholic Church.”—Albert
Smith, Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Baltimore, reply-
ing for the Cardinal, in a letter of February 10, 1920.

“Prove to me from the Bible alone that | am bound to
keep Sunday holy. Thereisno such law inthe Bible. Itisa
law of the holy Catholic Church alone. The Bible says
‘Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” The Catholic
Church says, No. By my divine power | abolish the Sab-
bath day and command you to keep holy the first day of
theweek. And lo! Theentire civilized world bowsdownin
reverent obedience to the command of the Holy Catholic
Church.”—Priest Thomas Enright, CSSR, President of
Redemptorist College, Kansas City, Mo., in a lecture at
Hartford, Kansas Weekly Call, February 22, 1884, and
the American Sentinel, a New York Roman Catholic jour-
nal, in June 1893, p. 173.

“Of coursethe Catholic Church claimsthat the change
was her act . . AND THE ACT ISA MARK of her eccle-
siastical power.”—From the office of cardinal Gibbons,
through Chancellor H.F. Thomas, November 11, 1895.

“And when they had brought them, they set them
before the council . . Peter and the other apostles an-
swering, said: We ought to obey God, rather than
men.”—Acts 5:27, 29.
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- PART NINE-

OUR
BELOVED DEAD

ANOTHER ENCOURAGING TRUTH
FROM THE MOST HOLY GOD,
AS GIVEN THROUGH
THE HOLY SAINTS OF OLD

This is an important chapter, for it helps us to better
understand the teaching of Holy Scripture on thisimportant
subject.

What isthetruth from God'sthronein thismatter?Itis
to be found within the pages of Sacred Scripture.

With the earliest history of man, Satan began his ef-
forts to deceive our race. He who had incited rebellion in
Heaven desired to bring the inhabitants of the earth to unite
with him in his warfare against the government of God.
Adam and Even had been perfectly happy in obedience to
the law of God, and this fact was a constant testimony
against the claim which Satan had urged in Heaven, that
God's law was oppressive and opposed to the good of His
creatures. And, furthermore, Satan’s envy was excited as
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he looked upon the beautiful home prepared for the sinless
pair. He determined to cause their fal, that, having sepa-
rated them from God and brought them under hisown power,
he might gain possession of the earth and here establish his
kingdom, in opposition to the Most High.

Had Satan revealed himself in his real character, he
would have been repulsed at once, for Adam and Eve had
been warned against this dangerous foe; but he worked in
the dark, concealing his purpose, that he might more effec-
tually accomplish hisobject. Employing ashismedium the
serpent, then a creature of fascinating appearance, he ad-
dressed himself to Eve, “Why hath God commanded you,
that you should not eat of every tree of paradise?’ Genesis
3:1. Had Eve refrained from entering into argument with
the tempter, she would have been safe; but she ventured to
parley with him, and fell avictimto hiswiles. It isthusthat
many are still overcome. They doubt and argue concerning
the requirements of God and, instead of obeying the divine
commands, they accept human theories, which but disguise
the devices of Satan.

“And the woman answered him saying: Of the fruit of
the trees that are in paradise we do eat: But of the fruit of
the tree which isin the midst of paradise, God hath com-
manded us that we should not eat; and that we should not
touch it, lest perhaps we die. And the serpent said to the
woman: No you shall not diethe death. For God doth know
that in what day soever you shall eat thereof, your eyes
shall be opened: and you shall be as gods, knowing good
and evil.” Genesis 3:2-5. He declared that they would be-
comelike God, possessing greater wisdom than before and
being capable of ahigher state of existence. Eveyielded to
temptation; and, through her influence, Adam wasled into
sin. They accepted the words of the serpent, that God did
not mean what He said; they distrusted their Creator, and

Scripture passages in this chapter are from the Rheims-
Douay. Exceptions are from other Church-approved versions.
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imagined that He wasrestricting their liberty, and that they
might obtain great wisdom and exaltation by transgressing
Hislaw.

But what did Adam, after his sin, find to be the mean-
ing of the words, “that we should not touch it, lest perhaps
wedie’?Did hefind them to mean, as Satan had led him to
believe, that he wasto be ushered into amore exalted state
of existence? Thenindeed therewas great good to be gained
by transgression, and Satan was proved to be a benefactor
of therace. But Adam did not find thisto be the meaning of
the divine sentence. God declared that, as apenalty for his
sin, man should return to the ground whence he was taken:
“Dust thou art, and into dust thou shalt return.” Genesis
3:19. The words of Satan, “Your eyes shall be opened,”
proved to be true in this sense only: After Adam and Eve
had disobeyed God, their eyeswere opened to discern their
folly; they did know evil, and they tasted the bitter fruit of
transgression.

In the midst of Eden grew the tree of life, whose fruit
had the power of perpetuating life. Had Adam remained
obedient to God, he would have continued to enjoy free
accessto thistree, and would have lived forever. But when
he sinned, he was cut off from partaking of the tree of life,
and he became subject to death. The divine sentence, “ Dust
thou art, and into dust thou shalt return,” pointsto the utter
extinction of life.

Immortality, promised to man on condition of obedi-
ence, had been forfeited by transgression. Adam could not
transmit to his posterity that which he did not possess; and
there could have been no hope for the fallen race, had not
God, by the sacrifice of His Son, brought immortality within
their reach. While “death spread to al men, because all
men sinned” (Romans 5:12, R.S.V.), Christ “hath brought
tolight lifeand incorruption through the gospel.” 2 Timothy
1:10. And only through Christ canimmortality be obtained.
Said Jesus, “ Hethat believeth in the Son, hath life everlast-
ing; but he that believeth not the Son shall not seelife.” St.
John 3:36. Every man may comein possession of thisprice-
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lessblessingif hewill comply with the conditions. All “who
according to patience in good work, seek glory and honor
and incorruption,” will receive eternal life. Romans 2:7.

The only onewho promised Adam lifein disobedience
was the great deceiver. And the declaration of the serpent
to Eve in Eden,—"You shall not die,”—was the first ser-
mon ever preached upon the immortality of the soul. Yet
this declaration, resting solely upon the authority of Satan,
is echoed from the pul pits of Christendom, and isreceived
by the majority of mankind asreadily asit wasreceived by
our first parents. The divine sentence, “The soul that sin-
neth, the same shall die” (Ezechiel 18:20) ismadeto mean,
The soul that sinneth, it shall not die, but live eternally. We
cannot but wonder at the strange infatuation which renders
men so credulous concerning the words of Satan, and so
unbelieving in regard to the words of God.

Had man, after hisfall, been allowed free accessto the
tree of life, hewould havelived forever, and thus sin would
have been immortalized. But cherubim and aflaming sword
kept “the way of the tree of life” (Genesis 3:24), and not
one of the family of Adam has been permitted to pass that
barrier and partake of the life-giving fruit. Therefore there
isnot animmortal sinner.

But after thefall, Satan bade his angels make a special
effort to inculcate the belief in man’s natural immortality;
and having induced the people to receive this error, they
wereto lead them on to conclude that the sinner would live
in eternal misery. Now the prince of darkness, working
through his agents, represents God as a revengeful tyrant,
declaring that He plunges into hell al those who do not
please Him, and causes them ever to feel His wrath; and
that while they suffer unutterable anguish, and writheinthe
eternal flames, their Creator looks down upon them with
satisfaction.

Thusthe arch-fiend clothes with his own attributesthe
Creator and Benefactor of mankind. Cruelty is Satanic. God
islove; and all that He created was pure, holy, and lovely,
until sin was brought in by thefirst great rebel. Satan him-
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self isthe enemy who tempts man to sin, and then destroys
him if he can; and when he has made sure of his victim,
then he exults in the ruin he has wrought. If permitted, he
would sweep the entire raceinto his net. Were it not for the
interposition of divine power, not one son or daughter of
Adam would escape.

He is seeking to overcome men today, as he overcame
our first parents, by shaking their confidence in their Cre-
ator, and leading them to doubt the wisdom of His govern-
ment and the justice of Hislaws. Satan and his emissaries
represent God as even worse than themselves, in order to
justify their own malignity and rebellion. The great deceiver
endeavorsto shift hisown horrible cruelty of character upon
our heavenly Father, that he may cause himself to appear
as one greatly wronged by his expulsion from Heaven be-
cause he would not submit to so unjust a governor. He
presents before the world the liberty which they may enjoy
under his mild sway, in contrast with the bondage imposed
by the stern decrees of Jehovah. Thus he succeedsin luring
souls away from their allegianceto God.

How repugnant to every emotion of love and mercy,
and even to our sense of justice, is the doctrine that the
wicked dead are tormented with fire and brimstone in an
eternally burning hell; that for the sinsof abrief, earthly life
they areto suffer torture aslong as God shall live. Yet this
doctrine has been widely taught, and is still embodied in
many of the creeds of Christendom. Said alearned doctor
of divinity: “ The sight of hell-tormentswill exalt the happi-
ness of the saints forever. When they see others who are of
the same nature and born under the same circumstances,
plunged in such misery, and they so distinguished, it will
make them sensible of how happy they are.” Another used
these words: “While the decree of reprobation is eternaly
executing on the vessels of wrath, the smoke of their tor-
ment will be eternally ascending in view of the vessels of
mercy, who, instead of taking the part of these miserable
objects, will say, Amen, Alleluial praiseyethe Lord!”

Where, in the pages of God’sWord, is such teaching to
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be found? Will the redeemed in Heaven be lost to al emo-
tions of pity and compassion, and even to feelings of com-
mon humanity? Are these to be exchanged for theindiffer-
ence of the stoic or the cruelty of the savage?—No, no;
such is not the teaching of the Book of God. Those who
present the views expressed in the quotations given above
may be learned and even honest men; but they are deluded
by the sophistry of Satan. He leads them to misconstrue
strong expressions of Scripture, giving to the language the
coloring of bitternessand malignity which pertainsto him-
self, but not to our Creator. “As| live, saith the Lord God,
| desire not the death of the wicked, but that the wicked
turn from hisway, and live. Turnye, turn yefrom your evil
ways. and why will you die?’ Ezechiel 33:11.

What would be gained to God should we admit that He
delightsin withessing unceasing tortures, that Heisregaled
with the groans and shrieks and imprecations of the suffer-
ing creatures whom He holds in the flames of hell? Can
these horrid sounds be music in the ear of Infinite Love? It
isurged that theinfliction of endless misery upon thewicked
would show God's hatred of sin asan evil whichisruinous
to the peace and order of the universe. Oh, dreadful blas-
phemy! As if God's hatred of sin is the reason why He
perpetuates sin. For, according to the teachings of these
theologians, continued torture without hope of mercy mad-
densitswretched victims and asthey pour out their ragein
curses and blasphemy, they are forever augmenting their
load of guilt. God's glory is not enhanced by thus perpetu-
ating sin through ceaseless ages.

It is beyond the power of the human mind to estimate
the evil which has been wrought by the heresy of eternal
torment. The religion of the Bible, full of love and good-
ness, and abounding in compassion, is darkened by super-
stition and clothed with terror. When we consider in what
false colors Satan has painted the character of God, can we
wonder that our merciful Creator is feared, dreaded, and
even hated? The appalling views of God which have spread
over the world from the teachings of the pulpit have made
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thousands, yes, millions, of skepticsand infidels.

The theory of eternal torment is one of the false doc-
trinesthat condtitute thewine of the abominationsof Babylon,
of which shemakesall nationsdrink. The Apocalypse 14:8;
17:2. That ministers of Christ have accepted this heresy
and proclaimed it from the sacred desk, is indeed a mys-
tery. They received it from the church of the dark ages, as
they received the false sabbath. True, it has been taught by
great and good men; but the light on this subject had not
come to them as it has come to us. They were responsible
only for thelight which shoneintheir time; we are account-
able for that which shinesin our day. If we turn from the
testimony of God’'s Word, and accept false doctrines be-
cause our fatherstaught them, wefall under the condemna-
tion pronounced upon Babylon; we are drinking of thewine
of her abominations.

A large classto whom the doctrine of eternal tormentis
revolting are driven to the opposite error. They seethat the
Scriptures represent God as a being of love and compas-
sion, and they cannot believethat Hewill consign Hiscrea
tures to the fires of an eternally burning hell. But, holding
that the soul is naturally immortal, they see no aternative
but to concludethat all mankind will finally be saved. Many
regard the threatenings of the Bible as designed merely to
frighten men into obedience, and not to beliterally fulfilled.
Thusthesinner can livein selfish pleasure, disregarding the
requirements of God and yet expect to be finally received
into Hisfavor. Such adoctrine [Universalism], presuming
upon God's mercy, but ignoring His justice, pleases the
carnal heart and emboldensthe wicked in their iniquity.

A few words of Scripture are separated from the con-
text, which would, in many cases, show their meaning to be
exactly opposite to the interpretation put upon them; and
such disjointed passages are perverted and used in proof of
doctrinesthat have no foundation in the Word of God. Itis
thus that doubters, unbelievers, and skeptics turn the truth
into alie. And multitudes have been deceived by their soph-
istry, and rocked to sleep in the cradle of carnal security.
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If it were true that the souls of all men passed directly
to Heaven at the hour of dissolution, then we might well
covet death rather than life. Many have been led by this
belief to put an end to their existence. When overwhelmed
with trouble, perplexity, and disappointment, it seems an
easy thing to break the brittle thread of life and soar away
into the bliss of the eternal world.

God has given in His Word decisive evidence that He
will punish the transgressors of Hislaw. Those who flatter
themselves that He istoo merciful to execute justice upon
the sinner have only to look to the cross of Calvary. The
death of the spotless Son of God testifiesthat “the wages of
sinisdeath,” that every violation of God'slaw must receive
its just retribution. Christ the sinless became sin for man.
He bore the guilt of transgression, and the hiding of His
Father’sface, until Hisheart was broken and Hislife crushed
out. All this sacrifice was made that sinners might be re-
deemed. In no other way could man be freed from the
penalty of sin. And every soul that refuses to become a
partaker of the atonement, provided at such a cost, must
bear, in his own person, the guilt and punishment of trans-
gression.

Let us consider what the Bible teaches further con-
cerning the ungodly and unrepentant, whom the Universal -
ist placesin Heaven as holy, happy angels.

“To him that thirsteth, | will give of the fountain of the
water of life, freely.” TheApocaypse21.6. Thispromiseis
only to thosethat thirst. None but those who feel their need
of thewater of life, and seek it at theloss of all things else,
will besupplied. “Hethat shall overcome shall possessthese
things, and | will be his God; and he shall be My son.” The
Apocalypse 21:7. Here, aso, conditions are specified. In
order toinherit all things, we must resist and overcomesin.

The Lord declares by the prophet Isaias, “ Say to the
just man that it iswell.” “Woe to the wicked unto evil: for
thereward of hishandsshall begivenhim.” Isaias 3:10-11.
“Though asinner doesevil ahundred times,” saysthewise
man, “and prolongs hislife, yet | know that it will be well
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with those who fear God, because they fear before Him;
but it will not be well with the wicked” (Ecclesiastes 8:12,
13, R.S.V.). And Paul testifies that the sinner is treasuring
up unto himself “wrath, against the day of wrath, and rev-
elation of the just judgment of God. Who will render to
every man according to his works,” “tribulation and an-
guish upon every soul of man that worketh evil.” Romans
2:5,6,9.

“No fornicator, or unclean person, or covetous person
(who is serving idols), hath inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and of God.” Ephesians 5:5. “Follow peace with all
men, and holiness; without which no man shall see God.”
Hebrews 12:14. “Blessed are they that wash their robesin
the blood of the Lamb, that they may have right to the tree
of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.
Without are dogs, and unchaste, and murderers, and serv-
ers of idols, and every one that loveth and maketh alie.”
The Apocalypse 22:14, 15.

God has given to men a declaration of His character,
and of His method of dealing with sin. “O the Lord, the
Lord God, merciful and gracious, patient and of much com-
passion, and true, who keepest mercy unto thousands: who
takest away iniquity, and wickedness, and sin, and no man
of himself isinnocent before Thee.” Exodus 34:6, 7. “All
thewicked Hewill destroy.” “ The unjust shall be destroyed
together; the remnants of the wicked shall perish.” Psalms
144:20; 36:38. The power and authority of the divine gov-
ernment will be employed to put down rebellion; yet al the
manifestations of retributivejusticewill be perfectly consis-
tent with the character of God asamerciful, long-suffering,
benevolent being.

God does not force the will or judgment of any. He
takesno pleasurein aslavish obedience. He desiresthat the
creatures of Hishands shall love Him because Heisworthy
of love. He would have them obey Him because they have
an intelligent appreciation of Hiswisdom, justice, and be-
nevolence. And al who have a just conception of these
qualitieswill love Him because they aredrawn toward Him
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in admiration of His attributes.

The principlesof kindness, mercy, and love, taught and
exemplified by our Saviour, are atranscript of the will and
character of God. Christ declared that He taught nothing
except that which He had received from His Father. The
principlesof the divine government arein perfect harmony
with the Saviour’s precept, “Love your enemies.” God ex-
ecutes justice upon the wicked, for the good of the uni-
verse, and even for the good of those upon whom Hisjudg-
ments are visited. He would make them happy if He could
do so in accordance with the laws of His government and
the justice of His character. He surrounds them with the
tokensof Hislove, He grantsthem aknowledge of Hislaw,
and follows them with the offers of His mercy; but they
despise Hislove, make void Hislaw, and reject His mercy.
While constantly receiving Hisgifts, they dishonor the Giver;
they hate God because they know that He abhorstheir sins.
The Lord bearslong with their perversity; but the decisive
hour will come at last, when their destiny isto be decided.
Will He then chain these rebels to His side? Will Heforce
themto do Hiswill?

Those who have chosen Satan astheir leader, and have
been controlled by his power, are not prepared to enter the
presence of God. Pride, deception, licentiousness, cruelty,
have become fixed in their characters. Can they enter
Heaven, to dwell forever with those whom they despised
and hated on earth? Truth will never be agreeableto aliar;
meekness will not satisfy self-esteem and pride; purity is
not acceptable to the corrupt; disinterested love does not
appear attractive to the selfish. What source of enjoyment
could Heaven offer to those who are wholly absorbed in
earthly and selfishinterests?

Could those whose lives have been spent in rebellion
against God be suddenly transported to Heaven, and wit-
ness the high, the holy state of perfection that ever exists
there,—every soul filled with love; every countenance
beaming with joy; enrapturing music in melodious strains
rising in honor of God and the Lamb; and ceasel ess streams



318 THE MAGNIFICAT

of light flowing upon the redeemed from the face of Him
who sitteth upon the throne,—could those whose hearts
arefilled with hatred of God, of truth and holiness, mingle
with the heavenly throng and join their songs of praise?
Could they endure the glory of God and the Lamb?—No,
no; years of probation were granted them, that they might
form characters for Heaven; but they have never trained
the mind to love purity; they have never learned the lan-
guage of Heaven, and now it istoo late. A life of rebellion
against God has unfitted them for Heaven. Its purity, holi-
ness, and peace would be torture to them; the glory of God
would be a consuming fire. They would long to flee from
that holy place. They would welcome destruction, that they
might be hidden from the face of Him who died to redeem
them. Thedestiny of thewicked isfixed by their own choice.
Their exclusion from Heavenisvoluntary with themselves,
and just and merciful on the part of God.

Like the waters of the flood, the fires of the great day
declare God's verdict that the wicked are incurable. They
have no disposition to submit to divine authority. Their will
hasbeen exercised inrevolt; and whenlifeisended, itistoo
late to turn the current of their thoughts in the opposite
direction,—too lateto turn from transgression to obedience,
from hatred to love.

In sparing the life of Cain the murderer, God gave the
world an example of what would bethe result of permitting
the sinner to live, to continue acourse of unbridled iniquity.
Through theinfluence of Cain’steaching and example, mul-
titudes of hisdescendantswereled into sin, until “the wick-
edness of men was great on the earth, and . . al the thought
of their heart was bent upon evil at al times.” “The earth
was corrupted before God, and was filled with iniquity.”
Genesis6:5, 11.

In mercy to the world, God blotted out its wicked in-
habitants in Noah's time. In mercy He destroyed the cor-
rupt dwellers in Sodom. Through the deceptive power of
Satan, theworkers of iniquity obtain sympathy and admira-
tion, and are thus constantly leading othersto rebellion. It
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was so in Cain’s and in Noah's day, and in the time of
Abraham and Lot; itissoin our time. It isin mercy to the
universe that God will finally destroy the rejecters of His
grace.

“The wages of sin isdeath, but the free gift of God is
eternal lifein Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans6:23, R.S.V.).
While life is the inheritance of the righteous, death is the
portion of thewicked. Mosesdeclared to Isragl, “| have set
before thee this day life and good, and on the other hand
death and evil.” Deuteronomy 30:15. The death referred to
in these Scripturesis not that pronounced upon Adam, for
all mankind suffer the penalty of histransgression. It isthe
“second death” that is placed in contrast with everlasting
life.

In consequence of Adam’s sin, death passed upon the
whole human race. All alike go down into the grave. And
through the provisions of the plan of salvation, all areto be
brought forth from their graves. “ There shall be aresurrec-
tion of the just and unjust.” Acts 24:15. “And asin Adam
all die, so alsoin Christ al shall be made alive.” 1 Corin-
thians 15:22. But a distinction is made between the two
classes that are brought forth. “All that are in the graves
shall hear the voice of the Son of God. And they that have
done good things, shall come forth unto the resurrection of
life; but they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of
judgment.” St. John 5:28, 29. They who have been “ac-
counted worthy” of theresurrection of lifeare* blessed and
holy.” “In these the second death hath no power.” The
Apocalypse 20:6. But those who have not, through repen-
tance and faith, secured pardon, must receive the penalty
of transgression,—"thewages of sin.” They suffer punish-
ment varying in duration and intensity, “according to their
works,” but finally ending in the second death. Sinceit is
impossiblefor God, consistently with Hisjustice and mercy,
to save the sinner in his sins, He deprives him of the exis-
tence which histransgressions have forfeited, and of which
he has proved himself unworthy. Says an inspired writer,
“For yet alittlewhile, and the wicked shall not be; and thou
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shalt seek his place, and shalt not find it.” And another
declares, “They shall be as though they were not.” Psalm
36:10; Abdias 16. Covered with infamy, they sink into hope-
|ess, eternal oblivion.

Thuswill be made an end of sin, with all the woe and
ruin which have resulted from it. Says the psalmist: “The
wicked one hath perished: thou hast blotted out their name
forever and ever. The swords of the enemy have failed
unto the end.” Psalm 9:6-7. St. John, in the Apocalypse,
looking forward to the eternal state, hears a universal an-
them of praise, undisturbed by one note of discord. Every
creature in Heaven and earth was heard ascribing glory to
God. The Apocaypse5:13. Therewill then benolost souls
to blaspheme God, asthey writhein never-ending torment;
nowretched beingsin hell will mingletheir shriekswith the
songs of the saved.

Upon thefundamental error of natural immortality rests
the doctrine of consciousnessin death, adoctrine, like eter-
nal torment, opposed to the teachings of the Scriptures, to
the dictates of reason, and to our feelings of humanity. Ac-
cording to the popular belief, the redeemed in Heaven are
acquainted with all that takes place on the earth, and espe-
cialy with the lives of the friends whom they have left
behind. But how could it be a source of happiness to the
dead to know the troubles of theliving, to witnessthe sins
committed by their own loved ones, and to see them endur-
ing all the sorrows, disappointments, and anguish of life?
How much of Heaven's bliss would be enjoyed by those
who were hovering over their friends on earth? And how
utterly revoltingisthe belief that as soon asthe breath leaves
the body, the soul of the impenitent is consigned to the
flames of hell! To what depths of anguish must those be
plunged who see their friends passing to the grave unpre-
pared, to enter upon an eternity of woeand sin! Many have
been driven to insanity by this harrowing thought.

What say the Scriptures concerning thesethings? David
declaresthat man isnot consciousin death. “His spirit shall
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go forth, and he shall return into his earth: in that day all
their thoughts shall perish.” Psalm 145:4. Solomon bears
the same testimony: “ The living know that they are to die,
but the dead no longer know nothing.” Thereis no future
recompense for them, because all memory of them islost.
For them, love and hatred and rivalry have long since per-
ished. They never again have part in anything that is done
under the sun. ” Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6; The Catholic Bible,
New American. “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it
with your might; for there is no work or thought or knowl-
edge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going.”
Ecclesiastes9:10, R.S.V.

When, in answer to his prayer, Hezekiah'slifewas pro-
longed fifteen years, the grateful king rendered to God a
tribute of praisefor Hisgreat mercy. Inthissong hetellsthe
reason why he thus rejoices: “For hell shall not confessto
Thee, neither shall death praise Thee: nor shall they that go
down into the pit look for Thy truth. Theliving, theliving,
heshall give praiseto Thee, as| do thisday.” Isaias 38:18-
19. Popular theology represents the righteous dead as in
Heaven, entered into bliss, and praising God with an im-
mortal tongue; but Hezekiah could see no such glorious
prospect in death. With his words agrees the testimony of
the psalmist: “ For there is no one in death, that is mindful
of Thee: and who shall confessto Theein hell?” “ The dead
shall not praise Thee, O Lord: nor any of them that go
downto hell.” Psalms 6:6; 113:17.

Peter, on the day of Pentecost, declared that the patri-
arch David “died and was buried, and his sepulcher iswith
us to this present day.” “For David ascended not into
Heaven.” Acts 2:29, 34. Thefact that David remainsin the
grave until the resurrection, proves that the righteous do
not go to Heaven at death. It is only through the resurrec-
tion, and by virtue of the fact that Christ has risen, that
David can at last sit at the right hand of God.

And said Paul: “If the dead rise not again, neither is
Christ risen again. And if Christ be not risen again, your
faith is vain, for you are yet in your sins. Then they also
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that arefallen asleepin Christ, are perished.” 1 Corinthians
15:16-18. If for four thousand yearsthe righteous had gone
directly to Heaven at death, how could Paul have said that
if there is no resurrection, “they that are fallen asleep in
Christ are perished” ? No resurrection would be necessary.

The martyr Tyndale, defending the doctrine that the
dead sleep, declared to his papist opponent: “Ye, in putting
them (departed souls) in Heaven, hell, and purgatory, de-
stroy the argument wherewith Christ and Paul prove the
resurrection.” “1f the souls be in Heaven, tell me why they
be not in as good case as the angels be? And then what
causeisthere of the resurrection?’

It isan undeniablefact that the hope of immortal bless-
edness at death has led to widespread neglect of the Bible
doctrine of the resurrection. This tendency was remarked
by Dr. Adam Clarke, who, early in the present century,
said: “Thedoctrine of the resurrection appearsto have been
thought of much more consequence among the primitive
Christians than it is now! How is this? The apostles were
continually insisting onit, and exciting thefollowers of God
to diligence, obedience, and cheerfulness through it. And
their successors in the present day seldom mention it! So
apostles preached, and so primitive Christians believed; so
we preach, and so our hearers believe. Thereis not a doc-
trinein the gospel on which morestressislaid; and thereis
not a doctrine in the present system of preaching whichis
treated with more neglect!”

Thishas continued until the glorioustruth of the resur-
rection has been almost wholly obscured, and lost sight of
by the Christian world. Thusaleading religiouswriter, com-
menting on the words of Paul in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17,
says. “For all practical purposes of comfort the doctrine of
the blessed immortality of the righteous takes the place for
us of any doubtful doctrine of the Lord’s second coming.
At our death the Lord comesfor us. That iswhat we are to
wait and watch for. The dead are already passed into glory.
They do not wait for the trump for their judgment and
blessedness.”
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But when about to leave His disciples, Jesus did not
tell them that they would soon come to Him. “I go to pre-
pare a place for you,” He said. “And if | shall go, and
prepare a place for you, | will come again, and will take
youto Myself.” St. John 14:2, 3. And Paul tellsus, further,
that “the Lord Himself shall come down from Heaven with
commandment, and with the voice of an archangel, and
with the trumpet of God: and the dead inwho arein Christ,
shall rise first. Then we who are alive, who are |eft, shall
betaken up together with themin the cloudsto meet Christ,
into theair; and so shall we be awayswiththe Lord.” And
he adds, “Comfort ye one another with these words.” 1
Thessa onians4:15-17. How widethe contrast between these
words of comfort and those of the Universalist minister
previously quoted. Thelatter consoled the bereaved friends
with the assurance, that, however sinful the dead might
have been, when he breathed out hislife here he wasto be
received among the angels. Paul points his brethren to the
future coming of the Lord, when the fetters of the tomb
shall be broken, and the “dead who are in Christ” shall be
raised to eternal life.

Before any can enter the mansions of the blest, their
cases must be investigated, and their characters and their
deeds must passin review before God. All areto bejudged
according to the things written in the books, and to be re-
warded as their works have been. This Judgment does not
take place at death. Mark the words of Paul: “He hath
appointed aday wherein He will judge the world in equity,
by the man whom He hath appointed; giving faithto al, by
raising Himup fromthedead.” Acts17:31. Herethe apostle
plainly stated that a specified time, then future, had been
fixed upon for the Judgment of the world.

Jude refers to the same period: “ The angels who kept
not their principality, but forsook their own habitation, He
hath reserved under darkness in everlasting chains, unto
the judgment of the great day.” And again he quotes the
wordsof Enoch: “Behold, the Lord cometh with thousands
of Hissaints, to executejudgment upon all.” St. Jude 6, 14,
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15. John declares that he “saw the dead, great and small,
standing in the presence of the throne, and the books were
opened;” “and the dead were judged by those thingswhich
were written in the books.” The Apocalypse 20:12.

But if the dead are already enjoying the bliss of Heaven
or writhing in the flames of hell, what need of a future
Judgment? The teachings of God's Word on these impor-
tant points are neither obscure nor contradictory; they may
be understood by common minds. But what candid mind
can see either wisdom or justicein the current theory? Will
the righteous, after the investigation of their cases at the
Judgment, receive the commendation, “Well done, good
and faithful servant,” “enter thou into the joy of thy Lord”
(St. Matthew 25:23) when they have been dwelling in His
presence, perhapsfor long ages? Are the wicked summoned
from the place of torment to receive the sentence from the
Judge of al the earth, “Depart from Me, you cursed, into
everlasting fire” ? St. Matthew 25:41. Oh, solemn mockery!
shameful impeachment of the wisdom and justice of God!

The theory of the immortality of the soul was one of
those fal se doctrines that was borrowed from paganism and
incorporated into thereligion of Christendom. Martin Luther
classed it with “the numberless prodigies of the Romish
dunghill of decretals.” Commenting onthewordsof Solomon
in Ecclesiastes (R.S.V.), that the dead know not anything,
the reformer says: “ Another proof that the dead are insen-
sible. Solomon thinkstherefore, that the dead are altogether
asleep, and think of nothing. They lie, not reckoning days
or years, but when awakened, will seem to themselves to
have dlept scarcely amoment.”

Nowhere in the Sacred Scriptures is found the state-
ment that the righteous go to their reward or the wicked to
their punishment at death. The patriarchsand prophetshave
left no such assurance. Christ and His apostles have given
no hint of it. The Bible clearly teaches that the dead do not
go immediately to Heaven. They are represented as sleep-
ing until the resurrection. 1 Thessalonians 4:14; 1
Corinthians 15:16. In the very day when the silver cord is
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loosed and the golden bow! broken, (Ecclesiastes 12:6,
R.S.V.) man’s thoughts perish. They that go down to the
graveareinsilence. They know no more of anythingthat is
done under the sun. Job 14:21, R.S.V. Blessed rest for the
weary righteous! Time, beit long or short, isbut amoment
to them. They seep, they are awakened by the trump of
Godto agloriousimmortality. “ For the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall rise again incorruptible. . and when this
mortal hath put onimmortality, then shall cometo passthe
saying that iswritten: Death isswallowed up in victory.” 1
Corinthians 15:52-54. As they are called forth from their
deep slumber, they begin to think just where they ceased.
The last sensation was the pang of death, the last thought
that they werefalling beneath the power of the grave. When
they arise from the tomb, their first glad thought will be
echoed in the triumphal shout, “O death, whereisthy vic-
tory? O grave, whereisthy sting?’ 1 Corinthians 15:55.

Thischapter was adapted from the book, Great Controversy.

“All Scripture, inspired of God, is profit-
able to teach, to reprove, to correct, to
instruct in justice, that the man of God
may be perfect, furnished to every good
work.”

—2 Timothy 3:16-17

“Embracing that faithful Word which is
according to doctrine, that he may be
able to exhort in sound doctrine, and to
convince the gainsayers.”

—Titus 1:9
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PRECIOUS
SCRIPTURE
PROMISES

SWEET ENCOURAGEMENT,
FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES,
TO HELP YOU IN THE DAYS AHEAD

How thankful we can bethat we have the precious
Bible! Trust in God and earnest prayer to Him, along
with daily study of the Sacred Scriptures, can pro-
vide us with the hope and courage we need for the
day’s need, and for the difficult times ahead.

Wewill conclude thisbook with encouraging promises
from those Scriptures:

PSALM 1

Blessed isthe man who hath not walked in the counsel
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of the ungodly, nor stood in the way of sinners, nor sat in
the chair of pestilence. But his will is in the law of the
Lord, and on Hislaw he shall meditate day and night.

And he shall be like a tree which is planted near the
running waters, which shall bring forthitsfruit, in due sea-
son. And his leaf shall not fall off: and all whatsoever he
shall do shall prosper.

Not so the wicked, not so: but like the dust, which the
wind driveth from the face of the earth. Therefore the
wicked shall not rise again in judgment: nor sinnersin the
council of thejust.

For the Lord knoweth the way of the just: and the way
of thewicked shall perish.

PSALM 33 [34]

| will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall be
awaysin my mouth. Inthe Lord shall my soul be praised:
let the meek hear and rejoice. O magnify the Lord with
me; and let us extol His name together.

| sought the Lord, and He heard me; and He delivered
me from all my troubles. Come yeto Him and be enlight-
ened: and your faces shall not be confounded.

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him: and
saved him out of al his troubles. The angel of the Lord
shall encamp round about them that fear Him: and shall
deliver them.

O taste, and see that the Lord is sweet: blessed is the
man that hopeth in Him. Fear [reverence] the Lord, all ye
His saints: for thereis no want to them that fear Him. The
rich have wanted, and have suffered hunger: but they that
seek the Lord shall not be deprived of any good.

Scripture passages in this chapter are from the Rheims-
Douay Version of the Holy Scriptures. Chapter numberswithin
brackets indicate the chapter number in most other versions.
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Come, children, hearken to Me: | will teach you the
fear of the Lord. Who is the man that desireth life: who
liveth to see good days? Keep thy tongue from evil, and
thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil and do
good: seek after peace and pursueit.

The eyes of the Lord are upon the just: and His ears
untotheir prayers. But the countenance of the Lord isagainst
them that do evil things. to cut off the remembrance of
them from the earth.

Thejust cried, and the Lord heard them: and delivered
them out of all their troubles. The Lord is nigh unto them
that are of acontrite heart: and He will save the humble of
spirit. Many are the afflictions of the just; but out of them
all will the Lord deliver them. The Lord keepeth al their
bones, not one of them shall be broken.

Thedeath of thewicked isvery evil: and they that hate
the just shall be guilty. The Lord will redeem the souls of
His servants: and none of them that trust in Him shall of-
fend.

PSALM 90 [91]

He that dwelleth in the aid of the Most High, shall
abide under the protection of the God of Jacob. He shall
say to the Lord: Thou art my Protector, and my Refuge:
my God.

In Himwill I trust. For He hath delivered me from the
snare of the hunters. and from the sharp word. He will
overshadow thee with His shoulders: and under Hiswings
thou shalt trust. Histruth shall compassthee with ashield:
thou shalt not be afraid of the terror of the night. Of the
arrow that flieth in the day, of the business that walketh
about in the dark: of invasion, or of the noonday devil.

A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at
thy right hand: but it shall not come nigh thee. But thou
shalt consider with thy eyes: and shalt see the reward of



330 THE MAGNIFICAT

the wicked. Because Thou, O Lord, art my hope.

Thou hast made the Most High thy refuge. There shall
no evil come to thee: nor shall the scourge come near thy
dwelling. For He hath given Hisangels charge over thee; to
keep thee in all thy ways. In their hands they shall bear
thee up: lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. Thou shalt
walk upon the asp and the basilisk [ poisonous snake]: and
thou shalt trample under foot the lion and the dragon.

Because he hoped in Mel will deliver him: | will pro-
tect him because he hath known My name. He shall cry to
Me, and | will hear him: | amwith himintribulation, | will
deliver him, and | will glorify him. I will fill himwith length
of days; and | will shew him My salvation.

ISAIAS 53

Who hath believed our report? and to whomisthearm
of the Lord revealed?

And He shall grow up as a tender plant before Him,
and as aroot out of athirsty ground: thereis no beauty in
Him, nor comeliness; and we have seen Him, and there
was no sightliness, that we should be desirous of Him;

Despised, and the most abject of men, a Man of sor-
rows, and acquainted with infirmity: and Hislook wasasit
were hidden and despised, whereupon we esteemed Him
not.

Surely He hath borne our infirmities and carried our
sorrows: and we have thought Him as it were aleper, and
as one struck by God and afflicted.

But Hewaswounded for our iniquities, Hewas bruised
for our sins: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him,
and by His bruises we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray, every one hath
turned aside into his own way: and the Lord hath laid on
Himtheiniquity of usall.

He was offered because it was His own will, and He



PRECIOUS SCRIPTURE PROMISES 331

opened not His mouth:

He shall beled as a sheep to the slaughter, and shall be
dumb as alamb before His shearer, and He shall not open
Hismouth.

He was taken away from distress, and from judgment:
who shall declare His generation? because Heis cut off out
of the land of the living: for the wickedness of My people
have | struck Him.

And He shall give the ungodly for His burial, and the
rich for His death: because He hath done no iniquity, nei-
ther was there deceit in His mouth.

Andthe Lord waspleased to bruise Him ininfirmity: if
Heshall lay down Hislifefor sin, He shall seealong-lived
seed, and the will of the Lord shall be prosperous in His
hand. Because His soul hath laboured, He shall see and be
filled: by His knowledge shall this My just servant justify
many, and He shall bear their iniquities.

Therefore will | distribute to Him very many, and He
shall divide the spoils of the strong, because He hath deliv-
ered His soul unto death, and was reputed with the wicked:
and He hath borne the sins of many, and hath prayed for
thetransgressors.

ST. JOHN 3

And there was a man of the Pharisees, named
Nicodemus, aruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus
by night, and said to Him:

Rabbi, we know that Thou art come a teacher from
God; for no man can do these signhs which Thou dost,
unless God be with him.

Jesus answered, and said to him: Amen, amen, | say to
thee, unless a man be born again, he cannot see the king-
dom of God.

Nicodemus saith to Him: How can aman be born when
he is old? can he enter a second time into his mother’s
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womb, and be born again?

Jesus answered: Amen, amen | say to thee, unless a
man be born again of water and the Holy Ghost, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the
flesh, isflesh; and that which isborn of the Spirit, is spirit.
Wonder not, that | said to thee, you must be born again.

The Spirit breatheth where He will; and thou hearest
His voice, but thou knowest not whence He cometh, and
whither He goeth: so isevery onethat isborn of the Spirit.

Nicodemus answered, and said to Him: How can these
things be done?

Jesus answered, and said to him: Art thou a master in
Israel, and knowest not these things? Amen, amen | say to
thee, that we speak what we know, and we testify what we
have seen, and you receive not our testimony. If | have
spoken to you earthly things, and you believe not; how will
you believe, if | shall speak to you heavenly things?

And no man hath ascended into heaven, but He that
descended from heaven, the Son of man who isin heaven.

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so
must the Son of man belifted up: That whosoever believeth
in Him, may not perish; but may have life everlasting.

For God so loved theworld, asto give His only begot-
ten Son; that whosoever believeth in Him, may not perish,
but may have life everlasting. For God sent not His Son
into the world, to judge the world, but that the world may
be saved by Him.

He that believeth in Him is not judged. But he that
doth not believe, is aready judged: because he believeth
not in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

And thisisthejudgment: becausethelight iscomeinto
theworld, and men loved darknessrather than thelight: for
their works were evil. For every one that doth evil hateth
the light, and cometh not to the light, that his works may
not be reproved.

But he that doth truth, cometh to the light, that his
works may be made manifest, because they are done in
God.
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After these things Jesus and His disciples came into
the land of Judea: and there He abode with them, and bap-
tized. And John also was baptizing in Ennon near Salim;
because there was much water there; and they came and
were baptized. For John was not yet cast into prison.

And there arose a question between some of John’'s
disciples and the Jews concerning purification: And they
came to John, and said to him: Rabbi, He that was with
thee beyond the Jordan, to whom thou gavest testimony,
behold He baptizeth, and all men cometo Him.

John answered, and said: A man cannot receive any
thing, unlessit be given him from heaven. You yourselves
do bear me witness, that | said, | am not Christ, but that |
am sent before Him. He that hath the bride, is the bride-
groom: but the friend of the bridegroom, who standeth and
heareth Him, regj i ceth with joy because of the bridegroom’s
voice. Thismy joy thereforeisfulfilled. He must increase,
but | must decrease.

He that cometh from above, is above all. He that is of
the earth, of the earth he is, and of the earth he speaketh.
He that cometh from heaven, is above all. And what He
hath seen and heard, that He testifieth: and no man re-
ceiveth Histestimony.

He that hath received His testimony, hath set to his
seal that God istrue. For Hewhom God hath sent, speaketh
the words of God: for God doth not give the Spirit by
measure. The Father loveth the Son: and He hath given all
thingsinto His hand. Hethat believeth in the Son, hath life
everlasting; but he that believeth not the Son, shall not see
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

ST. JOHN 1¢C

These things Jesus spoke, and lifting up His eyes to
heaven, He said: Father, the hour is come, glorify Thy
Son, that Thy Son may glorify Thee. As Thou hast given
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Him power over all flesh, that He may give eternal lifeto
al whom Thou hast given Him.

Now thisiseterna life: That they may know Thee, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent. |
have glorified Thee on the earth; | have finished the work
which Thou gavest Me to do. And now glorify Thou Me,
O Father, with Thyself, with the glory which | had, before
the world was, with Thee.

| have manifested Thy name to the men whom Thou
hast given Me out of the world. Thine they were, and to
Me Thou gavest them; and they have kept Thy word.

Now they have known, that all thingswhich Thou hast
given Me, are from Thee: Because the words which Thou
gavest Me, | have given to them; and they have received
them, and have known in very deed that | came out from
Thee, and they have believed that Thou didst send Me.

| pray for them: | pray not for the world, but for them
whom Thou hast given Me: because they are Thine: And
al My things are Thine, and Thine are Mine; and | am
glorifiedinthem.

And now | am not in the world, and these are in the
world, and | cometo Thee. Holy Father, keep them in Thy
name whom Thou has given Me; that they may be one, as
We also are.

While | was with them, | kept them in Thy name.
Those whom Thou gavest Me have | kept; and none of
them is lost, but the son of perdition, that the Scripture
may befulfilled.

And now | come to thee; and these things | speak in
theworld, that they may have My joy filled in themsel ves.
| have given them Thy word, and the world hath hated
them, because they are not of the world; as | also am not
of theworld.

| pray not that Thou shouldst take them out of the
world, but that Thou shouldst keep them from evil. They
are not of theworld, as| also am not of the world.

Sanctify them in truth. Thy word is truth. As Thou
hast sent Me into the world, | also have sent them into the
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world. And for them do | sanctify Myself, that they also
may be sanctified in truth.

And not for them only do | pray, but for them also
who through their word shall believe in Me; that they all
may be one, as Thou, Father, in Me, and | in Thee; that
they also may be onein Us; that theworld may believethat
Thou hast sent Me.

And the glory which thou hast given Me, | have given
to them; that they may be one, as We aso are one: | in
them, and Thou in Me; that they may be made perfect in
one: and the world may know that Thou hast sent Me, and
hast loved them, as Thou hast also loved Me.

Father, | will that where | am, they also whom Thou
hast given Me may be with Me; that they may see My
glory which Thou hast given Me, because Thou hast loved
Me before the creation of the world.

Just Father, the world hath not known Thee; but |
have known Thee: and these have known that Thou hast
sent Me. And | have made known Thy name to them, and
will make it known; that the love wherewith Thou hast
loved Me, may beinthem, and | in them.

ST. JOHN 18

When Jesus had said these things, He went forth with
His disciples over the brook Cedron, where there was a
garden, into which He entered with His disciples. And Ju-
dasalso, who betrayed Him, knew the place; because Jesus
had often resorted thither together with His disciples.

Judastherefore having received aband of soldiersand
servants from the chief priests and the Pharisees, cometh
thither with lanterns and torches and weapons.

Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come
upon Him, went forth, and said to them: Whom seek ye?
They answered Him: Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith to them:
| am He. And Judas also, who betrayed Him, stood with
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them.

As soon therefore as He had said to them: | am He;
they went backward, and fell to the ground. Again there-
fore He asked them: Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus
of Nazareth.

Jesus answered, | havetold you that | am He. If there-
fore you seek Mg, let these go their way. That the word
might be fulfilled which He said: Of them whom Thou hast
given Me, | have not lost any one.

Then Simon Peter, having asword, drew it, and struck
the servant of the high priest, and cut off hisright ear. And
the name of the servant was Malchus.

Jesustherefore said to Peter: Put up thy sword into the
scabbard. The chalice which My Father hath given Me,
shall I not drink it?

Then the band and the tribune, and the servants of the
Jews, took Jesus, and bound Him: And they led Him away
to Annas first, for he was father in law to Caiphas, who
was the high priest of that year. Now Caiphas was he who
had given the counsel to the Jews. That it was expedient
that one man should die for the people.

And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another
disciple. And that disciple was known to the high priest,
and went in with Jesusinto the court of the high priest. But
Peter stood at the door without. The other disciple there-
fore, who was known to the high priest, went out, and
spoke to the portress, and brought in Peter.

The maid therefore that was portress, saith to Peter:
Art not thou also one of thisman'sdisciples?Hesaith: | am
not.

Now the servants and ministers stood at afire of coals,
because it was cold, and warmed themselves. And with
them was Peter also, standing, and warming himself. The
high priest therefore asked Jesus of His disciples, and of
Hisdoctrine.

Jesusanswered him: | have spoken openly to theworld:
I have always taught in the synagogue, and in the temple,
whither al the Jews resort; and in secret | have spoken
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nothing. Why asketh thou Me? ask them who have heard
what | have spoken unto them: behold they know what
things| have said.

And when He had said these things, one of the ser-
vants standing by, gave Jesus a blow, saying: Answerest
thou the high priest so? Jesus answered him: If | have spo-
ken evil, givetestimony of theevil; but if well, why strikest
thou Me?

And Annas sent him bound to Caiphasthe high priest.
And Simon Peter was standing, and warming himself. They
said therefore to him: Art not thou also one of His dis-
ciples? He denied it, and said: | am not. One of the ser-
vants of the high priest (a kinsman to him whose ear Peter
cut off) saith to him: Did | not see thee in the garden with
Him?

Againtherefore Peter denied; andimmediately the cock
crew. Then they led Jesus from Caiphas to the governor’s
hall. And it was morning; and they went not into the hall,
that they might not be defiled, but that they might eat the
pasch [ passover].

Pilate therefore went out to them, and said: What ac-
cusation bring you against this man? They answered, and
said to him: If He were not a malefactor, we would not
have delivered Him up to thee.

Pilate therefore said to them: Take Him you, and judge
Him according to your law. The Jews therefore said to
him: It isnot lawful for usto put any man to death; that the
word of Jesus might be fulfilled, which He said, signifying
what death He should die.

Pilate therefore went into the hall again, and called
Jesus, and said to Him: Art thou the king of the Jews?
Jesus answered: Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or have
otherstold it thee of Me?

Pilate answered: Am | aJew? Thy own nation, and the
chief priests, have delivered thee up to me: what hast Thou
done?

Jesus answered: My kingdom is not of this world. If
My kingdom were of this world, My servants would cer-
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tainly strive that | should not be delivered to the Jews: but
now My kingdom is not from hence.

Pilate therefore said to Him: Art thou aking then?

Jesus answered: Thou sayest that | am aking. For this
was| born, and for thiscame into theworld; that | should
give testimony to the truth. Every one that is of the truth,
heareth My voice.

Pilate saith to him: What is truth? And when he said
this, hewent out again to the Jews, and saith to them: | find
no cause in Him. But you have a custom that | should
release one unto you at the pasch: will you, therefore, that
| release unto you the king of the Jews?

Then cried they all again, saying: Not this man, but
Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber.

ST. JOHN 19

Then therefore Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him.
Andthe soldiersplatting acrown of thorns, put it upon His
head: and they put on Him a purple garment. And they
came to Him and said: Hail, king of the Jews. And they
gave Him blows.

Pilate therefore went forth again and saith to them:
Behold, | bring Him forth unto you, that you may know
that | find no cause in Him. (Jesus therefore came forth,
bearing the crown of thorns and the purple garment.)

And he saith to them: Behold the Man! When the chief
priests, therefore, and the servants had seen Him, they
cried out, saying: Crucify Him, Crucify Him.

Pilate saith to them: Take Him you, and crucify Him;
for | find no cause in Him. The Jews answered him: We
have a law; and according to the law He ought to die,
because He made Himself the Son of God.

When Pilate therefore had heard this saying, he feared
themore. And he entered into the hall again; and he said to
Jesus: Whence art Thou? But Jesus gave him no answer.
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Pilate therefore saith to Him: Speakest Thou not to
me? Knowest Thou not that | have power to crucify Thee,
and | have power to release Thee? Jesus answered: Thou
shouldst not have any power against Me, unless it were
given thee from above.

Therefore, he that hath delivered Me to thee hath the
greater sin. And from henceforth Pilate sought to release
Him.

But the Jews cried out, saying: If thou rel ease thisman,
thou art not Caesar’s friend. For whosoever maketh him-
self aking speaketh against Caesar.

Now when Pilate had heard these words, he brought
Jesus forth and sat down in the judgment seat, in the place
that iscalled Lithostrotos, and in Hebrew Gabbatha. And it
was the parasceve [preparation] of the pasch [passover],
about the sixth hour:

And he saith to the Jews: Behold your king. But they
cried out: Away with Him: Away with Him: Crucify Him.

Pilate saith to them: shall | crucify your king? The
chief priests answered: We have no king but Caesar. Then
therefore he delivered Him to them to be crucified. And
they took Jesus and led Him forth. And bearing His own
cross, He went forth to the place which is called Calvary,
but in Hebrew Golgotha. Where they crucified Him, and
with Him two others, one on each side, and Jesus in the
midst.

And Pilate wrote a title also: and he put it upon the
cross. And the writing was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE
KING OF THE JEWS. Thistitletherefore many of the Jews
did read: because the place where Jesus was crucified was
nigh to the city. And it was written in Hebrew, in Greek,
andinLatin.

Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate: Write
not: The King of the Jews. But that He said: | am the King
of the Jews. Pilate answered: What | have written, | have
written.

The soldiers therefore, when they had crucified Him,
took His garments, (and they made four parts, to every
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soldier a part) and also His coat. Now the coat was with-
out seam, woven from the top throughout. They said then
one to another: Let us not cut it but let us cast lots for it,
whoseit shall be; that the Scripture might befulfilled, say-
ing: They have parted My garments among them, and upon
My vesture they have cast lots. And the soldiers indeed
did these things.

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus, His mother and
Hismother’ssister, Mary of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalen.
When Jesus therefore had seen Hismother and the disciple
standing whom Heloved, He saith to His mother: Woman,
behold thy son. After that, He saith to the disciple: Behold
thy mother. And from that hour, the discipletook her to his
own.

Afterwards, Jesus knowing that al things were now
accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said: |
thirst. Now there was a vessel set there, full of vinegar.
And they, putting a sponge full of vinegar about hyssop,
put it to His mouth. Jesus therefore, when He had taken
thevinegar, said: It isconsummated.

And bowing His head, He gave up the ghost. Then the
Jews (because it was the parasceve [preparation day for
the Sabbath]), that the bodies might not remain upon the
cross on the Sabbath day (for that was a great Sabbath
day), besought Pilate that their legs might be broken: and
that they might be taken away.

The soldiers therefore came: and they broke the legs
of the first, and of the other that was crucified with Him.
But after they were come to Jesus, when they saw that He
was already dead, they did not break Hislegs.

But one of the soldiers with a spear opened His side;
and immediately there came out blood and water. And he
that saw it hath given testimony: and histestimony istrue.
And he knoweth that he saith true; that you also may be-
lieve.

For these things were done that the Scripture might be
fulfilled: You shall not break a bone of Him. And again
another Scripture saith: They shall look on Him whom they
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pierced.

And after these things, Joseph of Arimathea (because
hewasadiscipleof Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews),
besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus.
And Pilate gaveleave.

He came therefore and took away the body of Jesus.
And Nicodemus also came (he who at the first came to
Jesus by night), bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes,
about an hundred pound weight. They took therefore the
body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths, with the spices,
as the manner of the Jewsisto bury.

Now there was in the place where He was crucified a
garden: and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein no
man yet had been laid. There, therefore, because of the
parasceve of the Jews, they laid Jesus: because the sepul-
chrewas nigh at hand.

ST. LUKE 24

And on the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, they came to the sepulchre, bringing the spices
which they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled
back from the sepulchre. And going in, they found not the
body of the Lord Jesus.

And it came to pass, as they were astonished in their
mind at this, behold, two men stood by them, in shining
apparel. And as they were afraid and bowed down their
countenance towards the ground, they said unto them:

Why seek you theliving with the dead? Heisnot here,
but is risen. Remember how He spoke unto you, when He
wasyet in Galilee, Saying: The Son of man must be deliv-
ered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and the
third day rise again. And they remembered Hiswords.

And going back from the sepulchre, they told all these
things to the eleven and to all the rest. And it was Mary
Magdalen and Joanna and Mary of James and the other
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women that were with them, who told these things to the
apostles.

And these words seemed to them as idle tales: and
they did not believe them. But Peter rising up, ran to the
sepul chre and, stooping down, he saw the linen clothslaid
by themselves: and went away wondering in himself at that
which was come to pass.

And behold, two of them went, the same day, to a
town which was sixty furlongs from Jerusalem, named
Emmaus. And they talked together of all thesethingswhich
had happened.

And it came to pass that while they talked and rea-
soned with themselves, Jesus Himself also, drawing near,
went with them. But their eyeswere held, that they should
not know Him.

And He said to them: What are these discourses that
you hold one with another as you walk and are sad?

And the one of them, whose name was Cleophas, an-
swering, said to Him: Art Thou only a stranger in Jerusa-
lem, and hast not known the things that have been done
therein these days.

To whom he said: What things? And they said: Con-
cerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet, mighty in
work and word before God and all the people. And how
our chief priestsand princesdelivered Him to be condemned
to death and crucified Him. But we hoped that it was He
that should have redeemed Israel.

And now besides all this, to day isthe third day since
these things were done. Yeaand certain women also of our
company affrighted uswho, beforeit waslight, were at the
sepulchre. And not finding His body, came, saying that
they had al seen avision of angels, who say that He is
alive. And some of our people went to the sepulchre and
found it so as the women had said: but Him they found
not.

Then He said to them: O foolish and slow of heart to
believein all things, which the prophets have spoken. Ought
not Christ to have suffered these things, and so to enter
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into Hisglory?

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He ex-
pounded to them in all the Scriptures the things that were
concerning Him. And they drew nigh to the town whither
they were going: and He made as though He would go
farther.

But they constrained Him, saying: Stay with us, be-
cause it istowards evening and the day is now far spent.

And Hewent inwith them. And it cameto pass, whilst
Hewas at table with them, He took bread and blessed and
brake and gave to them. And their eyes were opened: and
they knew Him. And He vanished out of their sight.

And they said oneto the other: Was not our heart burn-
ing within us, whilst He spoke in the way and opened to us
the Scriptures?

And rising up, the same hour, they went back to Jerusa-
lem: and they found the eleven gathered together, and those
that were with them, Saying: The Lord isrisen indeed and
hath appeared to Simon!

And they told what things were done in the way: and
how they knew Him in the breaking of bread.

Now, whilst they were speaking these things, Jesus
stood in the midst of them and saith to them: Peace be to
you. Itisl, Fear not.

But they being troubled and frightened, supposed that
they saw a spirit. And He said to them: Why are you
troubled, and why do thoughts arise in your hearts? See
My hands and feet, that it is| Myself. Handle, and see: for
aspirit hath not flesh and bones, as you see Me to have.

Andwhen He had said this, He shewed them Hishands
and feet.

But while they yet believed not and wondered for joy,
He said: Have you here any thing to eat?

And they offered him a piece of a broiled fish and a
honeycomb. And when He had eaten before them, taking
the remains, He gave to them.

And He said to them: These are the words which |
spoketo you while | wasyet with you, that all things must
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needs be fulfilled which are written in the law of Moses
and in the prophets and in the psalms, concerning Me.
Then He opened their understanding, that they might un-
derstand the Scriptures.

And He said to them: Thus it is written, and thus it
behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise again from the dead,
the third day: And that penance [Greek: repentance] and
remission of sins should be preached in His name, unto all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

And you are witnesses of these things. And | send the
promise of My Father upon you: but stay you in thecity till
you be endued with power from on high.

And Heled them out asfar as Bethania: and lifting up
His hands, He blessed them. And it came to pass, whilst
He blessed them, He departed from them and was carried
up to heaven.

And they adoring went back into Jerusalem with great
joy. Andthey wereawaysinthetemple, praising and bless-
ing God. Amen.

1 CORINTHIANS 15

Now | make known unto you, brethren, the gospel
which | preached to you, which also you have received,
and wherein you stand; by which also you are saved, if
you hold fast after what manner | preached unto you, un-
lessyou have believed in vain.

For | delivered unto you first of al, which | also re-
ceived: how that Christ died for our sins, according to the
Scriptures. And that Hewasburied, and that Heroseagain
the third day, according to the Scriptures: And that Hewas
seen by Cephas; and after that by the eleven. Then Hewas
seen by more than five hundred brethren at once: of whom
many remain until this present, and some arefallen asleep.
After that, He was seen by James, then by all the apostles.

And last of all, hewas seen also by me, asby one born
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out of duetime. For | am the |east of the apostles, who am
not worthy to be called an apostle, because | persecuted
the church of God.

But by the grace of God, | am what | am; and His
grace in me hath not been void, but | have laboured more
abundantly than all they: yet not I, but the grace of God
with me. For whether 1, or they, so we preach, and so you
havebelieved.

Now if Christ be preached, that He arose again from
the dead, how do some among you say, that there is no
resurrection of the dead? But if there be no resurrection of
the dead, then Christ is not risen again.

And if Christ be not risen again, then is our preaching
vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found
false witnesses of God: because we have given testimony
against God, that He hath raised up Christ; whom He hath
not raised up, if the dead rise not again.

For if the dead rise not again, neither is Christ risen
again. And if Christ be not risen again, your faith isvain,
for you are yet in your sins. Then they also that are fallen
asleepin Christ, are perished.

If inthislife only we have hopein Christ, weare of all
men most miserable. But now Christ isrisen from the dead,
thefirstfruits of them that sleep:

For by a man came desath, and by a man the resurrec-
tion of the dead. And asin Adam all die, so aso in Christ
al shall bemade alive. But every onein hisown order: the
firstfruits Christ, then they that are of Christ, who have
believed in Hiscoming. Afterwardsthe end, when He shall
have delivered up the kingdom to God and the Father, when
He shall have brought to nought all principality, and power,
and virtue.

For He must reign, until He hath put al His enemies
under His feet. And the enemy death shall be destroyed
last: For He hath put al thingsunder Hisfeet. And whereas
He saith, All things are put under Him; undoubtedly, Heis
excepted, who put al thingsunder Him. And when all things
shall be subdued unto Him, then the Son also Himself shall



346 THE MAGNIFICAT

be subject unto Him that put all things under Him, that God
may beall inall.

Otherwise what shall they do that are baptized for the
dead, if the dead rise not again at all? Why are they then
baptized for them?Why also are wein danger every hour?
| diedaily.

| protest by your glory, brethren, which | havein Christ
Jesus our Lord. If (according to man) | fought with beasts
at Ephesus, what doth it profit me, if the dead rise not
again? Let useat and drink, for to morrow we shall die. Be
not seduced: Evil communications corrupt good manners.
Awake, yejust, and sin not.

For some have not the knowledge of God, | speak it to
your shame. But some man will say: How do the dead rise
again? or with what manner of body shall they come? Sense-
less man, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except
it die first. And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not
the body that shall be; but bare grain, as of wheat, or of
some of the rest.

But God giveth it abody asHewill: and to every seed
its proper body. All flesh is not the same flesh: but oneis
the flesh of men, another of beasts, another of birds, an-
other of fishes. And there are bodies celestial, and bodies
terrestrial: but, oneisthe glory of thecelestial, and another
of the terrestrial. One is the glory of the sun, another the
glory of the moon, and another the glory of the stars. For
star differeth from star in glory.

So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in
corruption, it shall rise in incorruption. It is sown in
dishonour, it shall risein glory. It is sown in weakness, it
shall risein power. It issown anatura body, it shall risea
spiritual body.

If there be anatural body, thereisalso aspiritual body,
asitiswritten: Thefirst man Adam wasmadeintoaliving
soul; the last Adam into a quickening spirit. Yet that was
not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; after-
wardsthat whichisspiritual.

The first man was of the earth, earthly: the second
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man, from heaven, heavenly. Such as is the earthly, such
aso are the earthly: and such asisthe heavenly, such also
arethey that are heavenly. Therefore as we have borne the
image of the earthly, let usbear also theimage of the heav-
enly.

Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot
possess the kingdom of God: neither shall corruption pos-
sessincorruption.

Behold, | tell you a mystery. We shall al indeed rise
again: but we shall not all be changed. Inamoment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet: for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall rise againincorruptible: and
we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on in-
corruption; and this mortal must put onimmortality.

And when this mortal hath put on immortality, then
shall cometo passthe saying that iswritten: Deathisswal-
lowed upinvictory. O death, whereisthy victory? O death,
where is thy sting? Now the sting of death is sin: and the
power of sinisthe law.

But thanks be to God, who hath given us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved breth-
ren, be ye steadfast and unmoveable; always abounding in
the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in
vaininthe Lord.

EPHESIANS 1

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the will of God, to
al the saints who are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in
Christ Jesus. Grace be to you, and peace from God the
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed bethe God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with spiritual blessings in heavenly
places, in Christ: As He chose usin Him before the foun-
dation of the world, that we should be holy and unspotted
in Hissight in charity. Who hath predestinated us unto the
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adoption of children through Jesus Christ unto Himself:
according to the purpose of Hiswill: Unto the praise of the
glory of His grace, in which He hath graced usin His be-
loved Son.

In whom we have redemption through His blood, the
remission of sins, according to therichesof Hisgrace, which
hath superabounded in usin al wisdom and prudence, that
He might make known unto us the mystery of His will,
according to Hisgood pleasure, which He hath purposed in
Him, in the dispensation of the fulness of times, to reestab-
lish al thingsin Christ, that arein heaven and on earth, in
Him.

Inwhomwealso are called by lot, being predestinated
according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things
according to the counsel of Hiswill. That we may be unto
the praise of His glory, we who before hoped in Christ:

In whom you also, after you had heard the Word of
truth, (the gospel of your salvation;) in whom also believ-
ing, you were signed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who
is the pledge of our inheritance, unto the redemption of
acquisition, unto the praise of Hisglory.

Wherefore | aso, hearing of your faith that is in the
Lord Jesus, and of your love towards al the saints, cease
not to give thanksfor you, making commemoration of you
in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom
and of revelation, in the knowledge of Him: The eyes of
your heart enlightened, that you may know what the hope
isof Hiscalling, and what are theriches of theglory of His
inheritancein the saints.

And what isthe exceeding greatness of His power to-
wards us, who believe according to the operation of the
might of His power, Which He wrought in Christ, raising
Him up from the dead, and setting Him on His right hand
in the heavenly places. Above all principality, and power,
and virtue, and dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in thisworld, but aso in that which isto come.

And He hath subjected all things under His feet, and
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hath made Him head over all the church, Which is His
body, and the fulness of Him whoisfilled all inall.

APOCALYPSE 292

And he showed me ariver of water of life, clear as
crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb.

In the midst of the street thereof, and on both sides of
theriver, wasthetreeof life, bearing twelvefruits, yielding
its fruits every month, and the leaves of the tree were for
the healing of the nations.

And there shall be no curse any more; but the throne
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants
shall serve Him. And they shall see Hisface: and Hisname
shall be ontheir foreheads.

And night shall beno more: and they shall not need the
light of thelamp, nor thelight of the sun, becausethe Lord
God shall enlighten them, and they shall reign for ever and
ever. And he said to me: These words are most faithful and
true. And the Lord God of the spirits of the prophets sent
His angel to shew His servants the things which must be
done shortly.

And, Behold | come quickly. Blessed ishethat keepeth
the words of the prophecy of this book. And I, John, who
have heard and seen these things. And after | had heard
and seen, | fell down to adore before the feet of the angel,
who shewed me these things.

And he said to me: See thou do it not: for | am thy
fellow servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of
them that keep the words of the prophecy of this book.
Adore God.

And he saith to me: Seal not the words of the prophecy
of this book: for the time is at hand. He that hurteth, let
him hurt still: and hethat isfilthy, let him befilthy still: and
hethat isjust, let him bejustified still: and hethat is holy,
let him be sanctified till.
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Behold, | come quickly; and My reward iswith Me, to
render to every man according to his works. | am Alpha
and Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the
end.

Blessed are they that wash their robes in the blood of
the Lamb: that they may have aright to thetreeof life, and
may enter in by the gates into the city. Without are dogs,
and sorcerers, and unchaste, and murderers, and servers
of idols, and every one that loveth and maketh alie.

| Jesus have sent My angel, to testify to you these
things in the churches. | am the root and stock of David,
the bright and morning star. And the spirit and the bride
say: Come. And he that heareth, let him say: Come. And
hethat thirsteth, let him come: and hethat will, let him take
the water of life, freely.

For | testify to every onethat heareth the words of the
prophecy of thisbook: If any man shall add to thesethings,
God shall add unto him the plagues written in this book.
And if any man shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of
the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from these
thingsthat are written in this book.

Hethat giveth testimony of thesethings, saith, Surely |
come quickly: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ bewith you all. Amen.

“l sought the Lord, and He heard me; and
He delivered me from all my troubles . .
The angel of the Lord shall encamp round
about them that fear Him, and shall deliver
them. O taste, and see that the Lord is
sweet; blessed is the man that hopeth in
Him . . The Lord is nigh unto them that are
of a contrite heart; and He will save the
humble of spirit.” —Psalm 33:5, 8-9, 19
[Psalm 34:4, 7-8, 18]
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“And seeing the multitudes, He went up
into a mountain, and when He was set
down, His disciples came unto him.

“And opening His mouth, He taught
them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are the meek: for they shall
possess the land.

“Blessed are they that mourn: for they
shall be comforted.

“Blessed are they that hunger and thirst
after justice: for they shall have their fill.

“Blessed are the merciful: for they shall
obtain mercy.

“Blessed are the clean of heart: for they
shall see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers: for they
shall be called the children of God.

“Blessed are they that suffer persecution
for justice’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

“Blessed are ye when they shall revile
you, and persecute you, and speak all
that is evil against you, untruly, for my
sake:

“Be glad and rejoice, for your reward is
very great in heaven. For so they cuted
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the prophets that were before you.

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the
salt lose its savour, wherewith shall it be
salted? It is good for nothing any more
but to be cast out, and to be trodden on
by men.

“You are the light of the world. A city
seated on a mountain cannot be hid.

“Neither do men light a candle and put it
under a bushel, but upon a candlestick,
that it may shine to all that are in the
house.

“So let your light shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father who is in heaven.

“Do not think that | am come to destroy
the law, or the prophets. | am not come
to destroy, but to fulfil.

“For amen | say unto you, till heaven and
earth pass, one jot, or one tittle shall not
pass of the law, till all be fulfilled.

“He therefore that shall break one of
these least commandments, and shall so
teach men, shall be called the least in the
kingdom of heaven. But he that shall do
and teach he shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven.”

— Matthew 5:1-19
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